March  26,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  SUPPLEMENT 


103 


Stampeo^meotcme  Botes. 


March  31. 

It  may  bs  useful  to  rvaaat  the  terms  of  the  official  letter 
dated  December  11,  1903: 

I  am  directed  hv  the  B  varl  of  Inlaid  Revenue  to  acquaint  you 
that  tney  have  consented  to  extend  until  Much  31  nexo  the  period 
during  which  they  will  noD  interfere  with  the  use  of  existing 
stocks  of  labels  which  would  not  have  be^n  ce<acdei  as  involving 
liability  to  duty  before  the  recent  legal  decisions,  bat  are  now  so 
regarded. 

The  labels  referred  to  are  those  bearing  ailment-names, 
such  as  antibihous  pills  and  cough-mixture  (see  page  503  of 
this  is-ue).  Such  labels  are,  of  course,  subject  to  Exemp- 
tion 3,  which  permits  registered  chemists  and  certain  others 
to  use  such  labels  without  stamp  duty  if  the  medicines  are 
known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies,  which  tact  muse 
be  indicated  either  by  stating  on  the  package  containing  the 
medicine  (1)  that  it  is  prepared  according  to  a  published 
formula — e.g.,  "  Cough-mixture,  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,' 
No.  20" — or  (2)  the  principal  ingredients  of  which  it  is 
composed.  Any  of  our  readers  who  have  not  prepared  for 
the  change  in  administration  should  set  about  it  without 
further  delay,  and  if  they  are  doubtful  about  the  liability  or 
exemption  of  any  labels  they  may  send  them  to  us  in 
duplicate  with  a  staauped  and  addressed  envelope  for  reply. 

A  Grocer's  Views. 

Peculiar  notions  in  regard  to  medicine-«tamp  incidence 
are  not  confined  to  the  drug-trade.  When  the  Preston 
grocers  met  on  Monday  night,  and  the  Grocers'  Federation 
Circular  was  brought  before  them,  Mr.  Beardwood  (the 
Hon.  Secretary)  expressed  the  opinion  that  "astringent 
mixture  "  would  not  comply  with  the  Act,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  "  astringent "  denotes  what  it  is  for.  The 
same  with  " female  pills,"  while  as  to  "soothing-syrup"  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  adjective  is  more  than  the  law 
will  allow.  If  "  laxative  liver-pills  "  are  not  liable  he 
failed  to  see  how  "astringent  mixture"  could  escape.  He 
questioned  the  correctness  of  these  and  other  terms  under 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue's  requirements.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Giles.  Before  the  list  was  recommended 
to  their  members,  there  should,  he  felt,  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever as  to  its  accuracy.  Among  their  members  were  a 
number  of  wholesale  druggists,  and  if  they  accepted  the 
recommendations,  and  they  afterwards  turned  out  to  be 
wrong,  the  Association  would  be  bound  to  get  the  blame. 
It  was  agreed  to  do  as  the  Secretary  said.  No  doubt  Mr. 
Giles  has  his  answer  ready,  as  the  Secretary  is  wrong. 

Somerset  House  Marking. 

A  firm  complain  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have 
marked  as  liable  to  duty  a  carton  for  "  Cough-lozenges, 
compo.-ed  of  linseed,  liquorice,  and  chl  irodyne."  Our 
correspondents  deduce  from  this  that  we  were  wrong  last 
weeR  in  saying  that  "  Balsamic  cough-lozenges,  composed  of 
balsam  tolu,  ipecacuanha,  and  bath  pipe-paste,"  is  an 
adequate  disclosure.  The  complaint  only  serves  to  bring 
into  relief  the  fact  that  some  still  continue  to  forget 
th-it  on  August  14,  1903,  the  Board  intimated  that  they 
"must  in  future  decline  to  advise  chemists  whether  or  not 
the  terms  of  a  particular  label  are  such  as  to  bring  the 
medicine  within  the  scope  of  the  exemption  "  (see  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  Vol.  II.,  page  55  and  page  593).  There 
is  no  inconsistency  between  the  Boird's  marking  and  ours. 
The  Board  confine  themselves  to  the  terms  of  labels  which 
involve  durability  or  non-dutiability—  e  (f.  "  Cough-lozenges," 
and  ignore  the  disclosure  part — e.g.,  " composed  of  linseed, 
liquorice,  and  chlorodyne."  We  take  the  latter  into  account, 
and,  provided  we  receive  sufficient  information,  we  state 
whether  the  medicine  will  be  exempt  or  not.  We  would 
again  advise  everybody  not  to  waste  their  own  time  and 
that  of  the  Government  officials  by  sending  exemption  labels 
to  Somerset  House. 


pharmaceutical  formulas." 


rHE  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  regard  a  statement  on  a 
label  that  a  medicine  is  prepared  according  to  a  formula 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  as  bringing  'he  preparation 
within  the  exemption  in  favour  of '•  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  "  remedies,  i'his  book  shares  with  The  Chemists' 
and  Drugghts'  Diary  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
book  of  reterence  recognised  by  the  Board  after  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia. 

The  second  volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  now 
ready.  It  is  supplementary  to  the  first  volume,  and  com- 
prises a  consolidation  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  (with 
historical  and  administrative  notes),  formulas  for  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedies,  an  Australian  hospitals 
formulary,  and  many  otner  recipes  which  enable  everyone 
who  enjoys  the  privilege  of  Exemption  3  to  continue  to  use 
ailment-name  and  otber  labels  which  become  dutiable  on 
Thursday  next,  March  31,  by  simply  adding  that  they  are 
prepared  according  to  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  a  number 
being  added  when  one  is  attached  to  the  formula.  The 
price  of  the  book  is  10*.  net,  by  post  10*.  6d.  from  our 
office ;  and  it  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  published  price 
from  any  of  the  following  : 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  N.E. 
Ayrton,  Saunders,  &  Kemp  Limited),  Liverpool. 
Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited).  London. 
Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 
Bleasdale  (Limited),  York. 

W.  Edwards  &  Son,  15?  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  e  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool,  and  60  Bar- 
tholomew Close,  E.C. 
John  Gower,  Waterloo,  near  Liverpool. 
Hall,  Forster  <fe  Co.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Harkness,  Beaumont  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  Limited1,  Leeds. 
Horigkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward,  London. 
R.  Hovenden  &  Sons  (Limited),  London. 
John  Ismav  &  Sons,  Newcastle-on-l'yne. 
Lewis,  H.  K.,  Gower  Street,  W.C. 
McKesson  &  Robmns,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 
viay,  Roberts  &  Co.,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C. 
F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  27  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C. 
W.  Paterson  &  Sons,  Aberdeen. 
Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Potter  &  Clarke,  60  Artillery  Lane,  E. 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Raimes  &  Co.,  York. 
J.  Sanger  &  Sons,  2  Winsley  Street,  W. 
Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Birmingham. 
Sutton  &  Co.,  Chisweli  Street,  E.C. 
Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Limited),  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Victoria  Bridge,  Manchester-. 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  London. 
Wyleys,  (Limited),  Coventry. 


College  iRotea. 


Imperial  College  of  Chemistry.— On  March  18  the  students 
of  this  College  presented  their  Principal  (Mr.  Frederick  Davis) 
with  a  gold  and  diamond  scarf  pin  as  a  birthday  gift.  Mr. 
Bokenham  made  the  presentation  ;  and  Mr.  Williams  spoke  of 
the  untiring  energy,  kindness,  and  thoroughness  which  Mr.  Davis 
exercised  on  behalf  of  the  students.  Mr.  Davis  suitably 
responded. 

Football.— On  March  19,  at  Hawkhill,  Edinburgh,  the  Edin- 
burgh Central  School  of  Pnarmacy  foosball  team  played  the  Civil 
Service  Reserves  for  the  first  time.  Lising  the  toss,  the  students 
had  to  play  against  ihe  wind,  but  in  spite  of  difficulties  Fawcett 
scored  a  goal  for  the  School,  and  owing  to  fine  play  on  the  part  of. 
the  students  the  C.S.R.  were  unable  to  score  more  than  one  goal, 
thus 'making  both  sides  equal  at  half-time.  Shortly  after  play  re- 
commenced Fawcett  scored  another  goal ;  the  Civil  Service 
Reserves  also  scored  one  more,  and  the  match  ended  in  a  draw, 
both  sides  having  secured  two  goals. 


The  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  on 
April  14  will  take  the  form  of  an  exhibition  evening.  It  will  take 
place  at  73  Ne>vmau  Street;,  W', 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

gd.  per  word  with  name  and  address.    1  d.  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  Shop  Fittings,  Apparatus,  Photographic  Goods,  Bonis  and  Periodicals,  Formula!,  Addresses  Wanted, 

and  Articles  Wanted. 

DEPOSIT.— The  purchaser  of  anything  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Column  may  remit  the  amount  to  us,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  01 
advice  from  the  remitter.    We  charge  a  commission  of  6d.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  or  Is.  if  above  that  amount  whiob.  i 

payable  by  the  purchaser. 

Remittances  payable  to  E  1>  W  A  It  W»   HAL8E,  and  crossed  BAUK  .  MMITrEn. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 

APPARATUS. 

Freck  tablet-machine,  for  cash  or  exchange ;  cheap.  Kemp,  Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy. 

Gardner's  patent  mixer  and  sifter  ;  perfect  order  ;  price  £4  10s.  Green's 

Drug  Stores,  Sunderland. 
Small  edge-runner,  for    sale,  with  brackets,  pulleys,    &c.  Apply, 

Dosworth,  121  Grosvenor  Park,  Camberwell. 

What  offers  for  2-grain  pill-machine,  in  good  condition  ?  Uriah  Wood, 
Dispensing  Chemist,  145  Front  Street,  Arnold. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

"  Pharmaceutical  Journal  Formulary " ;  quite  new ;  what 
offers  ?    "  X.  Y.  Z.,"  74  Parade,  Leamington. 

Post  free  ;  latest.— Newtb,  4s.  <\d. ;  Perkins,  4s.  lOd. ;  Lowson,  4s.  6d. ; 
Remsen,  4s.  6d. ;  lists  sent.   Jackson,  2  Queen  Street,  Belfast. 

Pereira'S  "  Materia  Medica,"  3  vols.,  1853-5,  12s.  6d. ;  "  London  Dis- 
pensatory," 1678,  antique,  curious,  12s.  6<Z. ;  post  free.  Brown*, 
Chemist,  Ampthill. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

3  doz.  4-oz.  bottles  Howards'  quinine  sulphate ;  Is.  3d.  per  oz.,  all  or 
part.   Kemp,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 

Overstock. — 1  Winchester  ol.  lavand.  (Mitcham) ;  7  years  old ;  sample 
1-oz.  bottle,  post  free,  for  P.O.  2s.  E.  James,  31  High  Street, 
Sutton,  S.W. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

21s.  pocket  Kodaks,  5s. ;  No.  2  "Frena,"  K.R.  lens,  cost  £8  17s.  6rf.,  £3. 
Martin,  Chemist,  Southampton. 

Spectacles  and  folders,  in  very  good  condition ;  150  pairs  assorted ; 
cost  £14  ;  what  offers  1   North  (168/1),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

What  offers  ?  7J  doz.  Maypole  soap  ;  assorted  colours.  Cox,  Chemist, 
Kettering. 

Daisies. — Several  gross  Is.  \\d. ;  8s.  9d.  doz.,  3  doz.  8s.  Gd.,  gross  £5,  post 
paid,  cash  with  order.   Vine,  Chemist,  Fratton  Road,  Portsmouth. 

What  offers  ?  6  doz.  each,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  Perry's  marking-ink ;  4  doz.  each, 
Gd.,  Is.,  2s.  Perry's  cement ;  all  new ;  1  2s.  6d.,  1  4s.  Sd.  de  Jongh's  cod 
oil ;  2  Austin's  iodine  carbolate  ;  1  4-oz.  Kidder's  saccbarated  pepsin ; 
1  doz.  Is.  6d.,  2  doz.  Wd.,  12  doz.  Id,  :Brigg's  food.  Bennett,  Chemist, 
Barnsbury,  N. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale. — See  Miscellaneous  column  (p.  102). 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Best's  soda-fountain,  as  new;  all  accessories;  4  taps;  perfect  order; 
sell  cheap ;  seen  any  time.  Richardson,  168  Eustou  Road,  N.W. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Secondhand  dental  articles  ;  fend  for  list.  Seep.  95. 

Two  2-gal.  swan-neck  carboys,  Maw's  fig.  1450,  what  offers  ?  50s.  Century 
bath-cabinets,  at  25s.   Evans,  Margate. 


Hot-water  bottle,  12  x  16,  guaranteed  English  make,  new,  5s.  ;  3j  atro- 
pine sulph.,  2s.,  3v.  9s. ;  siv.  ol.  lavand.  ang.  opt.,  old,  6s.  Eastman, 
Forest  Lane,  Stratford. 

Syphons.— About  1,000  plain  30-oz. ;  secondhand  ;  guaranteed  in  working 
order ;  sample  sent,  carriage  paid,  on  receipt  of  postal  order  for  Is. 
Kirkup,  Chemist,  Newcastle. 

Cheap.— 2  cwt.  rape-seed,  2  Clarke's  B  41  pills,  1  each  Is.  1|<Z.,  2s.  9<1. 
Evans's  qumine  bitters,  2  Congreave's  elixir,  1  doz.  6rf.  Mason's 
Foamine,  56  lbs.  sheet  gelatine,  3  Widow  Welsh's  pills.  50  gross  ginger- 
beer  corks,  50  gross  vial-corks,  2  Dodd's  dyspepsia-tablets,  28  lbs.  pot. 
carb.  (Howards'),  1  gross  6d.  saponaceous  tooth-powder,  1  gross  6d. 
large  carbolic  tooth-powder.   Beeby,  Woodhouse  Street,  Leeds. 

Counter,  mahogany  top,  10J  ft.  long,  20s. ;  brass-beam  counter-scales,  to 
7  lbs.,  stamped,  on  mahogany  stand,  35s. ;  3£  lbs.  bromine.  Is.  9d.  lb. ; 
bi  lbs.  ol.  succini  rect.,  10ii.  lb. ;  1  cwt.  cupric  sulphate,  18s.  cwt. ; 
4  1-oz.  btls.  ichthyol  ammon.,  9rf.  oz. ;  40  lbs  verdigris,  8d.  lb. ;  6  doz. 
32-oz.  stpd.  blue  seamless  bottles,  4s.  6d.  doz. ;  18  lbs.  flor.  anthem.,  5d. ; 
4J  lbs.  zinc  ox.,  bd.  lb. ;  18  lbs.  fol.  buchu,  lid.  lb.;  1}  lb.  bismuth 
carb.,  8s. ;  2  lbs.  bismuth  trimE.,  7s.  9d. ;  will  break  quantities. 
Dr.  Rose,  97  Borough  High  Street,  S.E. 


WANTED. 

Cash-till.   State  maker,  price,  and  how  long  used,  March,  Torquay. 

Hand  or  foot  machine  for  cleaning  syphon-tops.  Apply,  Watt,  Burnham- 
on-Crouch. 

Wallcase,  about  6J  ft.  Full  particulars,  sketch,  lowest  price,  Atpleton, 
Walkley,  Sheffield. 

"  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  January  3,  1903.  Postcards  to  167/24, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought ;  cash  by  return  post.  Dent,  298  Battersea 
Park  Road,  London. 

Range  of  drug-drawers,  with  or  without  bottle-shelving.  Price  to 
81  Wilmot  Street,  Derby. 

Sifter  and  mixer ;  capacity  about  20  lbs. ;  cheap  for  cash.  Ramsdex, 
63  Heron  Road,  Heme  Hill,  London. 

Secondhand  medicine-chest,  1904  C.  &  D.  Diary,  latest  Squire's  "  Com- 
panion," Muter's  "Analytical  Chemistry."  Nicholson,  Chemist, 
Tunbridge  Wells. 

A  secondhand  soda-fountain,  with  accessories  ;  good  condition ; 
Matthews's  preferred  ;  not  to  cost  more  than  £20.  "  X.  Y.  Z."  (88/33), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

Desk-case,  dispensing-screen  (about  4  ft.),  150  or  200  shop-rounds  (good, 
10  to  30  oz.),  drug-fitting,  10  or  12  ft.  shelving  and  cornice  over  ;  must 
be  good.   Coates,  Ba3low. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

The  Diabetes  Flour  Co.,  late  of  15  and  16  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C. 
Makers  of  small  glass  tubes  for  pills,  &c.    Bradley,  544  Manchester 
Road,  Bradford. 

Present  address  of  O.  Richter  &  Co.,  late  90  Gt.  Russell  Street,  W.C. 
"  T.  A.,"  Office  of  this  Paper. 

The  present  addres3  of  a  Mr.  Ottway ;  buys  photographies ;  will  any 
chemist  kindly  oblige  ?   Evans,  Margate. 

F.  L.  Vaughan,  buys  Tatcho;  or  his  mother,  Lady  Vangban,  !aie  ofl 
St.  Aubyn's,  Hove.   Wheeler,  Chemist,  Guildfor  i. 


P  rinted  by  Spottiswooke  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  New-street  Square;  and  Published  at  the  Offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London.— M irch  26, 1904. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  BATES. 

Ten  shillings  a  year  in  advance,  post  free  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  including  a  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  next  published.  Single  copy,  4<2. ;  Summer  or  Winter 
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COLONIAL  TRADE. 

A  Memorandum  to  Advertisers. 


The  best  of  British  export  bu-iiness  in  chemicals,  drugs,  and 
allied  products  and  manu'actures  is  done  in  Colonial  markets. 
Secure  a  share  of  it  by  advertising  in  the  Colonial  Issue  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 

April  35,  1904. 

This  journal  has  unequalled  influence  with  Colonial  buyers, 
as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  no  fewer  than  sixteen 
Societies  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  the  British  Colonies 
have  adopted  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  as  their  official 
organ. 

For  full  particulars  apply  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon 
street,  London,  E.C. 


Summary 


This  number  contains  extra  photographic  mitter. 

Some  new  photographic  books  are  reviewed  (p.  518). 

Some  photographs  taken  by  chemists  are  reproduced  on  p.  527. 

We  deal  editorially  with  the  prospects  of  the  opening  season  of 
photographic  trade  (p.  502). 

A  description  of  a  visit  to  the  works  of  Ilford  (Limited  1  is  g'v-  a 
on  p.  519,  with  particulars  of  the  advertising  nutter  offered  to 
chemists. 

At  recent  meetings  of  the  Royal  Photographic  Society,  plat.ino- 
type- printing  and  the  discoloration  of  bromide  prints  were  dealt 
with  (p.  525). 

"  Toe  Chemist  as  a  Photographic  Dealer  "  was  the  subject  of  a 
paper  before  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical 
Association  last  week  (p.  490). 

We  review  in  an  article  on  pp.  521-525,  the  variou.3  methods  of 
intensifying  and  reducing  photographic  negatives.  The  formn.iie 
given  are  the  best  of  their  kind. 

There  are  abstracts  of  thirty  recently  published  patents  in 
connection  with  photography  (pp.  516-5181.  These  include  new 
washer?,  developers,  colour-photographic  methods,  plates,  and 
papers. 

Four  pages  (520-523)  are  devotol  to  note.3  on  the  new  photo- 
graphic goods  that  are  being  offered  to  the  trade  by  th  3  wholesale 
houses.  The  page3  contain  many  illustrations  of  novel  ap- 
paratus. 

_';  Pharmaceutical  Camerist  "  deals  in  his  photographic  nates 
with  the  rela*ive  stability  of  the  sulphites,  a  chemist's  methol  ol 
reducing  negatives,  combined  development  and  fixing-,  rUylight 
development,  development  without  alkali,  dyes  for  light-filters,  a 
colour-sensitive  silver  salt,  and  a  process  for  making  matt  gelatin 
paper  (pp.  526-527). 

The  appeal  in  the  '.'  tabloid"  case  is  reached  this  week  too  late 
for  reporting  in  this  issue  (p.  505!. 

Fresh  or  important  points  in  medicine-stamp  Hw  will  be  fotud 
on  p.  514  aud  in  the  Coloure  l  Supplement. 

The  Students'- corner  Prizes  are  won  this  month  by  Mr.  - 
S.  Manners  and  Mr.  G.  K.  de  Faye  (p.  485). 

Dr.  McWalter  maintains  that  sulphur  prs?eipitatum  is  the 
only  official  representative  of  sulphur  lotum  (p  513). 

Drug-contracts  settled  in  England  are  mentioned  on  p.  48T 
and  Irish  ones  on  p.  483.    They  are  exceptionally  numerous, 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  has  issued  another  manifesto  to  members  of 
the  House  of  Commojs  re  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  It  is  reprinted  on 
p.  506. 

A  New  Test  for  Citrates,  depending  upon  the  formation 
of  mercuric  ac.tone  dicarbonate,  is  described  by  Dr.  Dobbin 
(p.  481). 

We  print  a  series  of  notes  from  a  Mexican  correspondent  re- 
garding the  drug-produce  of  that  country  and  the  condition  of 
trade  there  (p.  523). 

The  London  Chemists'  Association  are  not  to  run  official 
candidates  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  but  Mr.  Betty 
threatens  to  stand  (p.  491\ 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  intimated  that  certain 
words  implying  the  prevention  or  cure  of  ailments  are  not 
dutiable,  and  we  suggest  that  liability  by  implication  should  be 
dropped,  as  being  ultra  vires  (p.  503). 

The  principal  alterations  in  market-values  include  an  advance 
in  morphine  and  a  reduction  in  codeine  and  eserine.  Cod-bver 
oil  has  further  advanced  and  citronella  oil  is  dearer.  HGH 
peppermint  oil  has  been  sold  at  lever  prices.  Ginger  and  cloves 
are  lower  (p.  5C9). 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Socii  ty  on  Wednesday, 
Professor  Filden  reviewed  the  progress  of  chemistry  since  he 
attended  the  Society  meetings  for  the  first  time  in  1862.  Dr. 
M.  O.  Forster  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  we  give 
his  portrait  on  p.  493. 

Further  oppotitou  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  announced.  Mr. 
Alban  Gibbs  and  Sir  Jcs  ph  DimscVe,  two  o£  the  London  City 
members,  having  blocked  it.  Our  Parliament-try  representative 
has  interviewed  some  of  the  blockers  (p.  505).  The  Government 
Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act  is,  as  we  stated  l*st  week,  to  be 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords.  We  give  other  Parliamen- 
tary items  respecting  the  Bills  on  p.  503. 

•    -  C 
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Corner  for  Stufcents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  AH  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  Ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  analysis  for  Junior  Students. 

A SOLUTION  prepared  from  not  more  than  three  salts 
-will  form  the  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative 
analysis.  The  solution  lis  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough 
systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected, 
and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  ths  substances  detected_  are  its 
only  constituents. 

•Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  solution  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  tag-label,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  March  23, 
and  the  samples  will.be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
April  9.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  contained  in  the  solution. 

Special  Note. — The  analysis  announced  abave  forms  the 
final  exercise  in  our  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session/  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
.in  this  series  of .  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  tj  appren- 
tices or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying 
..examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
.or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested,  <m  their  reports. 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  February  24 
contained  8  parts  of  sodium  potassium  tartrate  (Rochelle 
salt),  1  part  of  sodium  citrate,  and  1  part  of  potassium 
.sulphate. 

The  calculated  composition  o£  such  a  mixture  is  : 

K    15-8 

Na      ...  8-5 

04H4Otf    41-9 

C,;H507   5  3 

S04   5-5 

H20    23  2 

The  powder  was  free  from  any  noteworthy  traces  of 
impurities. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  ninety-four 
students,  and  fifty-seven  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 
All  our  correspondents  detected  the  presence  of  potassium 
and  sodium.  The  failures  iu  the  detection  of  the  acid 
radicals  present  were  :  Tartaric,  6  ;  citric,  44  ;  sulphuric,  5. 
Five  students  omitted  to  note  th3  abundant  evolution  of 
water  when  the  powder  was  heated  in  a  dry  test-tube. 

The  chief  features  in  connection  with  the  reports  sent  in 
this  month  are  the  very  large  poportion  of  failures  to  detect 
the  presence  of  the  citric  radical,  and  the  apparent  detection 
by  numerous  students  of  a  variety  of  impurities  which  the 
powder  did  not  contain. 

The  presence  of  a  citrate  in  small  proportion  in  a  mixture 
which  contains  much  tartrate  has  hitherto  constituted  a 
serious  analytical  difficulty,  and  this  difficulty  our  corre- 
spondents had  to  deal  with  on  this  occasion.  The  mode  of 
recognising  a  citrate  in  the  presence  of  a  tartrate  which  is 
very  commonly  employed  consists  in  adding  calcium  chloride 


in  excess  to  the  cold,  dilute,  neutral  solution,  so  as  to  pre- 
cipitate calcium  tartrate,  and,  after  the  removal  of  this  by 
filtration,  boiliDg  the  mixture  to  precipitate  calcium  citrate. 
This  is  not  a  delicate  test,  however,  and  in  spite  of  some 
refinements  which  have  been  introduced,  it  is  well  known  to 
be  unreliable  when  much  tartrate  is  present ;  moreover, 
unless  the  mixture  is  permitted  to  stand  for  a  length  of  time 
in  the  cold  prior  to  nitration,  the  calcium  tartrate  is  not  pre- 
cipitated completely,  and  a  further  precipitate  is  formed  on 
boiling,  even  when  citrate  is  absent. 

In  the  case  of  the  present  analysis,  after  the  mixture  had 
stood  overnight  for  the  precipitation  of  the  calcium  tartrate 
and  the  latter  had  been  filtered  off,  the  filtrate  gave  a  dis- 
tinct reaction,  due  to  the  presence  of  citrate,  on  adding 
sodium  hydroxide,  dissolving  the  precipitate  thus  obtained 
in  ammonium  chloride,  and  then  boiling  the  solution, 
calcium  citrate  being  precipitated  in  a  finely  crystalline 
state.  This  method  was  not  adopted,  however,  by  any  of 
our  correspondents. 

A  New  Test  for  Citrates. 

A  new  and  delicate  test  for  citrate,  which  can  be  so  applied 
as  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  results  even  in  the  presence 
of  much  tartrate,  has  been  introduced  recently  by  Deniges.* 
This  test  consists  in  oxidising  the  citric  radical  by  means  of 
potassium  permanganate  in  presence  of  a  strongly  acid 
solution  of  mercaric  sulphate,  when  a  highly  insoluble  white 
precipitate  is  produced.  The  mercuric-sulphate  solution  is 
prepared  by  adding  20  c.c.  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  to 
100  c.c.  of  water,  and  then  adding  5  grams  of  mercuric  oxide 
to  the  still  hot  mixture.  To  carry  out  the  test,  5  c.c.  of  the 
liquid  to  be  tested  for  citrate  are  heated  to  boiling  with  1  c.c. 
of  the  mercuric-sulphate  solution,  and  to  the  almost  boiling 
mixture  1  or  2  to  5  or  6  or  more  drops  of  a  2-per-cent. 
solution  of  potassium  permanganate  are  cautiously  added. 
In  the  presence  of  a  citrate  the  permanganate  rapidly 
becomes  decolorised,  and  then  a  white  precipitate  somewhat 
suddenly  makes  its  appearance.  A  tartrate  also  decolorises 
the  permanganate,  but  no  precipitate  is  produced.  Deniges 
has  shown  that  the  citric  acid  is  converted  by  the  oxidation 
into  acetone-dicarbonic  acid,  and  that  the  precipitate  is  pro- 
duced by  the  interaction  of  the  latter  with  the  mercuric 
sulphate  to  form  an  insoluble  basic  mercuric  acetone-dicar- 
bonate  and  sulphate  of  complicated  composition.  We  can 
strongly  commend  this  reaction  to  the  notice  of  our  corre- 
spondents as  a  delicate  and  highly  characteristic  test  for 
citrate,  which  is  most  easily  and  rapidly  carried  out  and 
supplies  a  long  standing  analytical  requirement. 

Numerous  correspondents  reported  the  presence  in  the 
powder  of  more  or  less  considerable  traces  of  iron, 
aluminium,  manganese,  calcium,  and  magnesium,  and  of 
the  hydrochloric,  boric,  and  phosphoric  radicals.  Not  one 
of  these  was  present,  however,  in  appreciable  quantity.  We 
attribute  the  mistakes  with  regard  to  some  of  these  sup- 
posed impurities  to  be  due  to  the  ignition  of  the  powder  (for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  organic  matter)  on  porcelain, 
instead  of  on  platinum,  and  to  the  consequent  disintegration 
of  the  glaze  of  the  porcelain  by  the  mixed  sodium  and 
potassium  carbonates  so  produced.  Contamination  with 
aluminium,  calcium,  and  silicic  acid  certainly  resulted  in 
many  cases  from  this  error.  Iron  and  manganese  probably 
found  their  way  into  the  solutions  under  examination  as 
impurities  in  the  chemicals  employed ;  calcium  was  pro- 
bably derived  occasionally  from  the  use  of  inferior  filter- 
papers  or  from  undistilled  water;  while  the  detection  of 
chloride  was  most  likely  due  to  traces  of  hydrochloric  acid 
remaining  in  insufficiently  washed  test-tubes. 

*„"  Zeitschrift  fiir  analytische  Chemie,"  38  (1899),  718. 
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Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
Samuel  Manners,  7  Vere  Street,  Oxford  Street,  W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
G.  K.  db  Faye,  2L  David  Place,  Jersey. 


First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  ba  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Seconi  Prise. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyse*. 


1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  : 

S.  Manners  (first  prize)  ... 

97 

Old  Woman   

.  81 

Gr.  K.  da  Faye  (second 

W.  P.  P  

.  81 

prize)   

96 

Morphia   

.  83 

Durus   

95 

Picea  excelsa. 

.  83 

J.  R.  H  

95 

Sunny  Jim  

.  83 

Salex   

93 

J.  W.  B  

.  82 

Acetone 

9) 

Nairn   

.  82 

Nondum   

9D 

Q.  E.  D  

.  82 

Muriel   

89 

Delta   

.  8L 

Boxer   

88 

Johnstone  ... 

.  81 

Erica 

87 

Fceniculi   

.  79 

KI  

87 

Phenol 

.  79 

Semel   

87 

Cruce  Vinco   

.  78 

Heathen   

85 

Eugenia   

.  73 

R>cester 

86 

Practical 

.  69 

W.  Arbee  

85 

Sulptiur  ...   

69 

Blue   

85 

India 

.  65 

J.  S.  W  

85 

brighthelmstone  ... 

61 

Orando  Laborando 

85 

Hugh  McLean   

.  62 

R.  B.  McB  

85 

A.  S.  Birkbeck   

.  60 

Beta-Naphthol   

81 

Xenon   

.  53 

Hypo   

81 

Islington   

.  53 

2   Correspondents  who 

are 

qualified,  or  who  have 

not 

indicated  that  they  are  unqualified  : 

Alchemist  

82 

Hamiltonia  ... 

.  86 

Alchemy 

93 

Hebron 

71 

Cryptopine  

83 

J.  H.  P  

78 

Danwer 

97 

M.  H  W  

83 

F.  H.  W  

89 

T.  B.  Nicol  

81 

Glacialine  ... 

85 

Ultra-Violet   

83 

Gnoscopine 

83 

Unicum 

81 

To  Correspondents. 

J.  S.  W. — The  tact  that  the  aqueous  solution  of  the  ponder 
readily  gave  the  silver-mirror  test  for  tartrate  did  nit  in  any  way 
indicate  the  absence  of  citrate.  You  do  not  appaar  to  have 
considered  the  possibility  of  both  tartrate  and  citrate  being 
present. 

W.  P.  P. — It  is  a  mistake  to  ignite  a  substance  in  order  to 
destroy  organic  matter,  before  hydrogen  sulphide  has  been 
applied  as  a  test  for  metals  whica  yield  sulphides  insoluble  in 
dilute  acids.  Mercury  and  arsenium  compounds  may  ba  entirely 
volatilised,  and  lead  a  id  other  metals  may  be  partially  volatilised, 
during  such  ignition. 

Morphia.  — You  will  observe  from  the  quantitative  composition 
of  the  powder  that  it  contained  the  sulphuric  radical  to  the  extent 
of  5  5  per  cent.— a  quantity  which  can  scarcely  be  described  as  a 
trace. 

Sunny  Jim. — For  a  reason  that  has  been  stated  repeatelly  in 
this  column,  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  not  the  concentrated 
acid,  should  be  used  to  te»t  the  solubility  or  otherwise  of  a  pre 
cipitate  which  may  contain,  or  consist  of,  barium  sulphate. 

J.  W.  B. —Do  not  overlook  the  facts  that  your  "silver-coin" 
test  only  showed  the  pre-.euce  of  sulphur,  free  or  in  combination, 
in  the  powder  or  in  the  charcoal  you  employed,  and  that  it  did  not 
prove  that  the  powder  contained  a  sulphate. 

Delta. — Calcium  chloride  did  not  at  once  yield  a  precipitate 
when  added  to  an  aqueous  solution  of  the  powder,  but  an 
abundant  precipitate  appeared  when  the  mixture  was  set  aside  for 
a  short  time.  The  preliminary  and  other  indications  you  obtained 
of  the  presence  of  a  tartrate  should  have  led  you  to  observe  due 
precautions  in  applying  this  reagent. 

Cruce  Vinco. — You  have  not  done  your  work  justice  by  the 
cramped  form  in  which  your  report  was  sent  in,  and  you  have  lost  { 


marks  through  omitting  to  give  a  summary  of  the  constituents 
you  detected. 

Practical. — Since  you  give  no  information  a3  to  how  you  tested 
for  inorganic  acid  radicals,  we  can  form  no  opinion  as  to  how  you 
failed  to  detect  the  sulphuric  radical. 

Ikidin. — We  are  satisfied  that  the  colour  imparted  to  your 
borax  bead  was  due  to  imperfect  removal  from  the  platinum  wire 
of  some  former  impurity.  You  3hould  not  warm  the  mixture 
obtained  on  adding  sodium  phosphate  to  a  solution  to  test  for 
magnesium,  smca  the  precipitate  you  wish  to  observe  is  much 
more  soluble  in  warm  water  than  in  cold. 

A.  S.  Birkbeck. — We  were  unable  to  obtain  the  reactions  for 
carbonates  and  for  cane-sugar  which  you  describe,  and  are 
unable  to  account  for  them. 

Xenon. —We  failed  to  obtain  any  evidence  of  the  presence  of  ' 
either  arsenate  or  phosphate. 

Hamiltonia.— You  describe  (no  doubt  inadvertently)  the  pre- 
cipitate of  potassium  chloraplatinats  as  white  instead  of  yellow. 

Hebron. — As  there  was  no  precipitate  forcnad  on  boiling  the 
powder  with  sodium  carbonate,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  kno.v  why  you 
filtered  the  solution  obtained  We  fear  that  you  were  too  slavishly 
following  the  cast-iron  directions  of  "  the  chart/' 

M.  H.  W. — It  would  appaar  from  your  rep  >rt  that  you  obtained 
a  precipitate  of  ammsmum  magnesium  pho-ipli  lie  on  adding 
sodium  phosphate  to  a  solution  containing  free  acatic  acid. 
Amjiomum  magnesium  phosphate  is,  however,  rea  lily  soluble  in 
acetic  acid,  and  would  not  (oe  precipitated  in  its  preseaca. 

Ultra-violet.— There  is  soma  m'nunder3tan ling  on  your  part 
about  tne  test  for  potassium  which  you  omployed.  The  reagent 
used  along  with  bismuth  nitrate  is  sodium  thiosuiphate,  not 
sodium  hypochlorite. 

The  Tournament. 
The  results  of  this  month's  analysis  have  to  some  extent 
changed  the  positions  of  the  ten  competitors  having  the 
highest  aggregate  of  marks  in  the  Tournament  Competition, 
although  the  relative  positions  of  those  nearest  the  top  have 
not  been  very  materially  affected.  The  figures  which  we 
give  below  show  that  the  competition  for  the  first  and  second 
places  is  keen,  and  we  expect  that  the  closing  exercise  of 
the  series,  which  we  announce  this  wee?,  will  furnish  a  most 
interesting,  if  not  an  exciting,  finish. 


Acetone 

  476 

Morphia   

...  430 

Cryptopine 

  472 

W.  P.  P  

...  423 

Poly  ... 

  467 

Beta-Naphthol  ... 

...  411 

Alchemist ... 

  449 

M.  H.  W  

...  404 

Alchemy  ... 

  431 

Nondum   

...  404 

IBewa. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities 

It  is  rumoured  that  a  federation  of  pharmaceutical 
teachers  is  ab  >ut  to  be  formed  "  for  protection  should  certain 
contingencies  occur." 

At  a  property-sale  at  Lynn  on  March  17,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Palmer,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  purchased  his  business 
premises  at  92  Norfolk  Street,  Lynn,  for  930/. 

At  Lincoln,  on  March  15,  Mr.  B.  H.  Powell,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  32  Foss  Bank,  was  fined  5.<.  for  causing  an 
oos  ruction  in  Bnngate  Passage  by  leaving  a  hand-cart 
th  are. 

It  has  been  referred  to  the  drug  committee  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Hospital  to  consider  the  qualifications  of  the  dis- 
penser, and  report  thereon  to  the  House  Committee  at  an 
early  meeting. 

Wilton  Brooke  (42),  formerly  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  Ryhrnds  Glass  and  Eogineering  Company  (Limited), 
Stairroot,  near  Btrnsley,  pleaded  guilty  at  the  Leeds  Assizes 
this  week,  to  obtaining  by  false  pretences  3001.  and  2001. 
from  his  former  employers,  and  also  to  embezzling  various 
smaller  sums,  and  was  sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  im- 
prisonment in  the  second  division  for  each  offence — the 
sentences  to  run  concurrently. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Com- 
pany (Limited)  the  Exeter  City  Council  have  agreed  to 
include  "  Cyllin"  in  the  schedule  of  disinfectants  required 
by  the  Council. 

At  Ipswich  on  March  17,  a  lad  named  Burch  was  sent  to 
a  reformatory  for  fire  years  for  stealing  14s.  from  the  till  of 
the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  F.  Thurstcn,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
13  Queen  Street. 

A  man  rained  Leah  was  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour  at  Lseds  on  March  18  for  throwing  a 
brick  through  the  window  of  the  premises  of  Boots 
(Limited)  in  Briggate,  Leeds. 

At  the  Shcreditch  County  Court,  on  March  21,  Messrs. 
Battley  &  Butler  (Limited),  chemical- manufacturers,  Edith 
Street,  Haggerston,  were  awarded  25/.  damages  against  the 
East  London  Waterworks  Co.  (Limited),  for  the  flooding  of 
their  works  at  Bow  Common  Lane,  E. 

At  the  smoking-concert  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant 
on  March  16,  in  connection  with  the  Inter-pharmacy  Foot- 
ball League,  a  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  S.ciely,  with  the  result 
that  a  cheque  for  5/.  has  been  sent  to  the  Fund. 

We  have  received  further  particulars  of  the  conditions  of 
the  competition  for  the  prize  which  is  being  offered  by  the 
Russian  Government  for  a  method  of  denaturising  alcohol 
(see  G.  $  D,  October  17,  1933,  page  657;.  The  Russian 
Consulate- General,  17  Great  Winchester  Street,  E  C,  is  the 
person  intending  competitors  should  address. 

Koyal  Institution. 

The  Friday  evening  discourses  for  the  session  after  Easter 
include  the  following:  April  22. — Colond  David  Bruce, 
"  Sleeping-sickness  in  Uganda."  May  6  — Dr.  P.  Chalmers 
Mitchell,  "  Anthropoid  Apes."  May  20  — Professor  Ernest 
Rutherford,  "The  Radiation  and  Emanation  of  Radium." 
May  27 — Albert,  Prince  of  Monaco,  "The  Progress  of 
Oceanography;"  and  Professor  Svante  Arrhenius,  '  The 
Development  of  the  Theory  of  Electrolytic  Dissociation." 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

The  following  chemists  have  also  been  appointed  to 
public  offices  : 

Mr.  S.  J.  Coley,  chemist  and  druggist-,  to  the  Stroud  Board 
of  Guardians. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Pollard,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ryde,  to  be  an 
alderman  or  the  Isle-of  Wight  County  (Juuncil.  Mr.  Pollard 
received  more  votes  than  any  of  his  aldermanic  cunfrires. 

Irregular,  but  not  Dishonest. 

At  Cardiff  Assizes  on  Tuesday,  March  22,  Evan  D.  Davics 
was  charged  with  forgirg  a  cheque  for  28s.  with  intent  to 
defraud  his  employers,  Messrs.  Morgan  (Limited),  dentists, 
for  whom  he  acted  as  clerk  and  secretary.  Mr.  Justice 
Walton,  afttr  hearing  the  evidence  legarding  the  company 
and  its  ways,  told  the  juiy  it  was  entirtly  a  question  as  to 
whether  prisoner  was  acting  dishonestly  when  he  filled  up  a 
cheque  for  11.  8s.  instead  ot  for  8s.  In  firms  where  everything 
was  shifty,  uncertain,  and  dubious,  things  were  often  done 
which  might  be  irregular  in  any  properly  managed  concern, 
but  although  ii regular  were  not  necessarily  dishontst.  The 
jury  found  pusoner  not  guilty,  and  he  was  discharged. 

Sheffield  Notes. 
The  utility  of  the  cash-register  has  been  recognised  fairly 
widely  by  retail  shopkeepers  here  for  some  time,  but  tuey 
have  been  shunned  by  local  pnarmacists.  Recently,  how- 
ever, one  of  the  enterprising  members  of  the  younger 
generation  invested  in  a  register,  and  already  two  or  three 
others  have  followed  his  example. 

The  Privy  Council  having  expressed  their  willingness  to 
recommend  tue  granting  of  a  Charter  for  the  Sheffield 
University  on  condition  that  the  sum  of  170,000/  is  raised, 
an  urgent  appeal  has  been  issued  for  the  balance  of  63  000/. 
which  is  required.  In  the  list  of  donations  already  promised 
to  trie  Endowment  Fund  is  51.  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Pater. 

On  March  21  the  students  of  the  Sheffield  College  cf 
Pharmacy,  accompanied  by  the  Principal  (Mr.  J.  \V.  J 


Turner),  walked  by  way  of  Woodthorp^  to  Richmond 
Nurseries.  Among  the  plants  in  flower  were  species  of 
Dielytra,  Azalea,  Camelia,  Primula,  Cineraria,  Fuclisia, 
Tul<pa,  Eyacinthus  Conrallaria,  Amaryllis,  Narcissus.  The 
afternoon  was  fine,  and  some  early  field-botany  specimens 
were  collected. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Apropos  of  the  Russo-Japanese  conflict  a  well-known 
Birmingham  firm  in  the  Corporation  Arcade  have  adopted 
Japanese  dec  rations  in  their  window-displays. 

A  circular  has  been  issued  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Hall,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Sparkbrook,  stating  that  there  appears  to 
be  a  lack  of  means  of  instruction  in  pharmacy  and  allied 
subjects,  and  he  proposes,  if  sufficient  support  is  forth- 
coming, to  start  teaching  these  subjects. 

The  dispensary  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Birmingham,  over 
which  Mr.  Henry  Campbell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  pre- 
sides, has  been  busy.  No  fewer  than  30.000  patients  were 
treated  during  1903,  at  an  expenditure  of  11  000/.  The 
Bingley  Hall  exhibits  have  contributed  nearly  1,400/.  to  its 
needs. 

Smallpox  has  broken  out  in  a  small  village  on  the  confines 
of  the  Potteries,  where  it  made  its  first  appearance  at  the 
post-office.  Needless  to  say  it  has  caused  almost  a  panic/ 
and,  although  no  chemist  exists  in  the  place,  the  itinerant 
medicine-vendors  have  done  a  big  trade  with  the  principal 
shopkeepers  in  prophylactics,  disinfectants,  deodorants,  and 
sanitary  requisites. 

Yet  another  mode  of  advertising  wares  "  which  you  must 
ask  your  chemist  for  "  is  to  be  seen  in  the  principal  streets  of 
Birmingham.  A  very  small  Shetland  pony,  bt  decked  with 
silver-mounted  harness  and  many  bells,  is  yoked  to  a  sort  of 
Japanese  :rickshaw,  in  which  is  an  attendant  distributing 
bills  and  samples  of  some  "herbal  cough-cure"  at  Id.  per 
bottle.  It  was  observed  that  both  the  distributor  and  the 
pony  were  suffering  from  the  trouble  the  medicine  is  sup- 
posed to  cure. 

Dismissed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardians  on 
March  19,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  stating  that  they  had  received  the  report  of  Mr. 
Bircham,  the  inspector  for  the  district,  on  the  inquiry  which 
he  had  held  into  the  allegations  against  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor, 
the  union  dispenser  for  outdoor  patients  and  they  had 
decided  that  Mr.  Taylor  should  cease  to  hold  the  office  of 
dispenser,  and  therefore  consented  to  his  dismissal  by  the 
Guardians.  The  dismissal  will  date  from  Febru  iry  6,  the 
day  when  Mr.  Taylor  lei t  the  dispensary.  It  was  pointed 
out  by  the  As4stant-Clerk  that  Mr.  Taylor  was  still  living 
on  the  premises  of  the  Guardians,  and  it  was  resolve!  that 
Mr.  Taylor  should  be  asked  to  leave  within  a  fortnight. 
Mr.  Taylor  has  informed  the  Local  Government  Board  that 
it  is  his  intention  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to  vindicate 
his  character. 

Coal-tar  and  Calomel. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Chelsea  on  March  17,  by  Mr. 
Drew,  with  reference  to  the  death  of  a  six-months-old  child 
named  Carroll,  which  was  found  dead  at  Ormond's  Row, 
Chelsea.  It  was  stated  that  the  child  had  received  hospital 
treatment  for  eczema  and  got  better.  When  the  trouble 
broke  out  again  the  mother  went  to  a  chemist  for  a  powder 
and  some  lotion  to  stop  the  irritation.  She  took  the  bottle 
(produced)  with  the  old  poison- label  on  it.  It  was  labelled 
"  Gigner  &  Co.,  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  pharmaceutical  and 
dispensing  chemists."  Edward  Joseph  Holifield,  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  ot  163  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  said  he  remem- 
bered selling  the  woman  the  lotion.  The  label  was  an  old 
one.  He  sold  her  also  a  coal  tar  lotion  which  would  allay 
the  irritation  and  be  beneficial  for  skin-troubles.  The 
powder  contained  a  little  calomel  and  arrowroot.  Dr.  S. 
Forsdyke,  of  the  Victoria  Hospital,  said  death  was  due  to 
meningitis  and  eczema.  He  had  made  an  autopsy.  There 
was  no  sign  of  irritation  from  the  powder.  As  regards  the 
coal-tar  lotion,  that  was  u»ed  in  some  cases  of  eczema,  and 
would  have  no  influence  on  the  cause  of  death.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  according  y. 
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Contracts. 

Bssides  those  mentioned  ia  previous  issues,  the  following 
contracts  have  been  ratified  : 

Boston  Workhouse. — Messrs.  Grimble  &  Kent,  H'gh  Street, 
Boston,  to  be  chemists. 

Chard  B  jard  of  Guardians. — Mr.  T.  E.  Barrass,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  for  drugs. 

Dover  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  Lewis  Thompson  to  be 
chemist  to  the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing  half-year. 

Exeter  City  Council. — Messrs.  Broom,  Reid  &  Co.,  for  dis- 
infectants. 

Hampstead  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  E.  B.  Stamp,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  29  H'gh  Street,  Hampstead,  N.W.,  to  be 
chemist  to  the  workhouse. 

Holborn  Borough  Council. — Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co. 
for  disinfectants. 

Hollingbourne  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Stonham  & 
Sod,  chemists,  Maidstone,  for  drugs. 

Liverpool  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  of  Liverpool,  for  druggists' 
sundries;  Messrs.  R.  Sumner  &  Co.  (Limited),  Liverpool, 
for  drugs  ;  Preston's  Liverpool  Distillery  Company  (Limited) 
for  methylated  spirit. 

Mutford  and  Lothingland  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr  J.  W. 
Dent,  chemist  and  druggist,  Oulton,  for  chemists'  goods. 

Oulton  Workhouse  Mr.  J.  W.  Dent,  chemist  and  druggist, 

of  Oulton,  to  be  chemist. 

Portsmouth  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  W.  Pink  &  Sons, 
for  sanitas  soap,  and  Mr.  F.  E.  French,  for  ten  water-beds 
(W.  5s.). 

Runcorn  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  H.  Weston,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  drugs. 

St.  Pancras  Board  of  Guardians.  —  Messrs.  Hodgkinson, 
Prestons  &  King,  for  drugs  ;  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  for  druggists'  sundries;  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  for 
proprietary  goods  and  optic?,  and  for  indiarubber  goods  ; 
Hospitals  and  General  Contracts  Co.  (Limited),  for  dressings, 
surgicil  appliances,  &c. 

Sculcoates  (Hull)  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  T.  W.  Cock- 
ijr'ill,  chemist  and  druggist,  100  Porter  Street,  Hull,  for 
■drugs ;  and  Mr.  T.  Kenny,  chemist  and  druggist,  236  Bever- 
ley Road,  for  aerated  waters. 

Strand  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co. 
■  (Limited),  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  for  drugs. 

Upton- on- Severn  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  H.  J.  Aubrey, 
■chemist  and  druggist,  Worcester,  for  drugs. 

West  Derby  Board  of  Guardians.  —  Messrs.  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Kemp  (Limited),  Liverpool,  for  drugs  and  drug- 
gists' sundries. 

Yarmouth  Workhouse. — Mr.  J.  Woodcock  to  be  chemist. 
Licences. 

At  Nantwich  Petty  Sessions  an  application  has  been  made 
to  the  Magistrates  by  a  co  operative  society  for  a  licence  to 
sell  ''medicated"  wines  at  the  new  co-operative  stores 
which  have  been  built  at  Nantwich  at  a  cost  of  5  000/.  The 
application  was  strongly  opposed  on  the  ground  that  the 
co-operative  movement  was  designed  to  promote  thrift,  and 
this  work  is  out  of  line  with  it.  The  Bench  relused  the 
application. 

At  Ellesmere  Petty  Sessions  Mr.  J.  J.  Clayton,  chemist, 
.Ellesmere,  applied  for  the  removal  of  the  licence  which  Mr. 
Clayton  now  holds  for  the  sale  of  medicated  wines  in 
Scotland  to  other  premises  in  the  Square  which  Mr.  Clayton 
is  going  to  occupy.  It  was  explained  that  Mr.  Clayton 
had  had  notice  to  quit  the  former  premises.  He  had  com- 
plied with  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  but  there  appeared 
to  be  a  difficulty  about  placing  the  notice  on  the  new 
premises,  where,  according  to  the  Act,  it  must  be  posted 
for  two  consecutive  Sundays,  between  10  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 
Mr.  Clayton,  however,  would  not  get  pos-ession  of  the 
premises  till  March  25,  and  permission  to  post  the  notices 
•was  withtield  by  the  present  occupier.  The  Bench  ad j  mrned 
the  case,  deciding  to  treat  the  non-posting  of  notice  as  a 
"  misadventure.'' 


The  Week's  Poisonings. 
Thirteen  deaths  from  paisoning  have  taken  place  during 
the  week,  only  one  being  a  misadventure.  That  unscheduled 
successor  to  carbolic  acid— hydrochloiic  acid — caused  the 
deaths  of  Ellen  Morris  at  Evesham  and  of  William  Hardwell 
at  Bristol.  Four  laudanum-poisonings  occurred  at  Hull 
(the  victim  being  Sarah  Padgett),  at  Ventnor  (where 
T.  P.  Northcott  took  an  intentional  overdose),  at  Edgware 
Road,  W.  (where  a  Windsor  builder  named  Bishop,  who  had 
failed,  ended  his  troubles),  and  at  Morthen,  near  Sheffield 
(the  suicide  being  Lavinia  Messenger,  the  wife  of  a  farmer). 
Cyanide  of  potassium  was  taken  by  William  Shaw  (23),  an 
analytical  chemist  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Tennants, 
drysalters,  Manchester,  and  by  a  City  clerk  named  Knight, 
who  lived  at  Rochester  Square,  N.W.  A  child  named 
Cutting  was  accidentally  poisoned  with  arsenic  at  Wood- 
bridge.  A  tin  of  oatmeal  had  been  presented  to  the  pa  ents, 
and  it  was  cooked  and  eaten  by  the  family,  all  of  whom  were 
ill  afterwards,  and  the  youngest  child  died.  Toree  deaths 
from  carbolic-acid  poisoning  are  recorded.  One  occurred  at 
Birkenhead,  the  victim  being  an  elderly  woman  unknown. 
David  Cbuichill  (29),  landlord  of  the  Miners'  Arms  Inn,  near 
Wednesbury,  was  found  dead,  the  medical  evidence  showing 
that  caibolic-acid  poisoning  was  the  cause  of  death.  A 
singular  circumstance  in  the  case  was  that  no  bottle 
or  vessel  that  had  contained  the  poison  could 
be  found  in  the  room  or  on  the  premises. 
The  third  case  was  at  Durham.  John  Proud  (53),  a  draper's 
assistant,  out  of  work,  purchased  sixpenny  won  h  from  Mr. 
Rendlc,  chemist.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  Graham)  said  it  was 
perfectly  disgraceful  that  the  law  of  England  permitted 
people  to  obtain  poison  in  that  way,  and  he  was  ashamed  of 
the  powers  in  office.  At  Hammersmith,  on  March  18,  Mr. 
Drew  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  a  rent-collector,  Henry 
John  Morris,  of  91  Chesson  Road,  West  KensiDgton.  De- 
ceased, who  was  of  dissipated  habits,  was  found  suffering 
from  chlorodyne-poisoniDg,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
died.  Whilst  being  moved  from  one  room  to  another  before 
his  death,  an  empty  1-oz.  chlorodyne-bottle  (Collis  Browne's) 
fell  out  of  his  pocket.  It  transpired  tnat  two  days  before 
his  wife  had  taken  two  unopened  j-oz.  bottles  of  chlorodyne 
from  his  pocket,  although  it  was  neper  known  that  he  was 
addicted  to  the  habit.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
suicide  whilst  under  the  influence  of  drink. 


3rteb  IRewa. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor 


Chemist's  Action. 
Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston,   pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dublin, 
informs  us  that  the  action  referred  to  in  this  column  lasS 
week  has  not  been  settled. 

Medicines  Required. 

The  following  unions  invite  tenders  for  medicines  and 
appliances,  the  date  given  being  that  of  the  last  day  on 
which  tenders  will  be  received:  Billinrobe,  March  28; 
Monaghan,  March  28  ;  Tobercurry,  March  28  ;  Dromore  West, 
March  28;  Clil'den.  March  30;  Glennamaddy,  March  30; 
Irvinestown,  March  30 ;  Croom,  March  31 ;  Cork,  March  31; 
Antrim.  March  31 ;  Queen's  County  Infirmary  (Maryboro'), 
March  30;  Dunmanway,  Apiil  5. 

A  Complaint  Answered. 

At  the  last  meeting  oE  the  Trim  Board  oE  Guardians  a 
letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  requesting 
that  a  copy  of  the  analyst's  report  on  a  sample  of  tinctura 
gentianre  composita  unfavourably  reported  on  be  sent  to  the 
contractors.  Messrs.  Thacker  "&  Hotfe,  chemists,  Dublin, 
replied  to  the  Guardians  that  the  high  sp.  gr.  of  the  prepara- 
tion, and  the  increase  in  solids  as  reported,  were  what  mighb 
have  been  expected  owing  to  the  very  hign  class  of  gentian- 
oot  and  other  ingredients  in  the  preparation. 
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Sheep-dipping. 

The  Queen's  County  Agricultural  Committee  are  in  ne- 
gotiation with  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Nephews,  Berkhamsted, 
for  the  purchase  of  galvanised  sheep-dipping  apparatus. 
The  firm  offers  the  apparatus  at  10Z.  or  a  rental  of  25s.  per 
annum.  The  Committee  intend  erecting  the  machines  at 
suitable  centres  so  as  to  encourage  sheep-breeders  to  dip 
their  flocks  regularly.  The  Limerick  County  Council  are 
also  proceeding  on  the  same  lines,  and  have  referred  the 
matter  to  a  special  committee. 

Sulphur  as  a  Disinfectant. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Bawnboy  Guardians  an  appli- 
cation was  read  from  the  Master  for  six  sulphur  candles  for 
disinfecting-purposes.  The  Clerk  said  thar,  Dr.  McCar.hy, 
the  Local  Government  Board  inspector,  always  recommended 
carbolic!  acid  as  the  most  effective  disinfectant,  but  Dr. 
Teevan  (the  medical  officer)  said  that  sulphur  candles  were  a 
better  disinfectant,  as  the  fumes  enter  into  the  crevices  of 
the  workhouse.  A  supply  of  sulphur  candles  was  ordered  by 
the  Guardians. 

Business  Change. 

Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.,  17  Westland  Road,  Dublin,  have 
bought  the  business  of  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  Bride  Street, 
Dublin,  including  the  goodwill,  stock,  book-debts,  liabilities, 
machinery,  plant,  &c.  Owing  to  the  expiration  of  the  lease 
in  Westland  Road  they  will  shortly  transfer  the  business  to 
Bride  Street,  where  it  will  be  carried  on  under  their  old 
management.  [Corrected  note. — Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.  inform 
us  that  it  is  incorrect  to  say  that  three  assistants  from 
Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  are  taking  leading 
positions  with  them.] 

Contracts  Settled. 

The  following  have  been  declared  medicine-contractors  for 
the  ensuing  year : 


Board  of 
Guardians 


Abbeyleix... 

••• 

Boyle 

Cailow 
Clogheen  ... 
,, 

Down  patrick 

j) 

Dnndalk  ... 


Edenderry 
Ennistyruon 

Killarney ... 


Newry 
Oldcastle  .. 

Omagh 

"Waterford 


Contractor 


Drugs  or 
Appliances 


J.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Dublin 
and  Belfast 

Fannin  &  Co.,  Dublin 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

Smith  &  Sheppard, 
Dublin 

D.  J.  McGrath,  Carlow 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

Smith  &  Sheppard  ... 

Hunt  &  Co  ,  Dublin  ... 

Ben  Clarke  &  Son, 
Belfast 

Hunt  &  Co  

S.  Connor  &  Sod, 
Newry 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

Tbackcr&Hoffe.Dublin 

Hunt  &  Co  

P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co., 
Dublin 

Sumner  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool 

Ben  Clarke  &  Son  ... 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

J.  Clarke  &  Cj. 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

J.  Clarke  &  Co. 

Sumner  &  Co  


Drugs 


Discount 

off 

Prescribed 
List 


26^  per  cent. 


Appliances  ,  26  percent. 

Drugs    ...  36J  per  cent. 

Appliances  26j  per  cent. 

Drugs    ...  30  percent. 

Drugs     ...  37j  per  cent. 

Appliances  29  per  cent. 

Drugs    ...  40  percent. 

Appliances  37^  per  cent. 

Drugs  ...  25  percent. 
Appliances  j 

Drugs    ...  36J  per  cent. 

Drugs    ...  25  percent. 

Appliances  25  percent. 

Drugs    ...  27A  per  cent. 

Appliances  30  percent. 


Drug3  ... 

Drugs 

Appliances 

Drugs 

Appliances 

Drugs 

Appliances 


35  per  cent. 
37j  per  cent. 
12j  per  cent. 
35j  per  cent. 
32i  per  cent. 
36^  per  cent. 


The  Trade  of  Ireland. 

The  following  are  amongst  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
port  of  Dublin  during  the  year  1903,  the  imports  being 
placed  first  in  each  instance:  acid  293  tons  and  207  tons; 
asrated  water*,  394  tons  and  1,836  tons  ;  c  >tton-seed  cake, 
2,482  t  >ns  and  46  tons  ;  cream  of  tartar,  43  tons  and  1  cwt. ; 
drugs  and  chemicals,  1,506  tons  and  131  tons;  fullers*  earth, 
19  tons  and  2  tons  ;  glj  cerin,  43  tons  and  44  tons  ;  linseed 


cake,  8,462  tons  and  70  tons ;  linseed  meal,  663  tons  and 
1  ton;  perfumery,  2  tons ;  saltpetre,  74  tons  and  2  tons; 
sheep-dip.  196  tons  and  12  cwt. ;  sponges.  7  tons  and  1  ton  I 
sulphur,  50  tons  and  1  ton ;  turpentine,  306  tons  and  4  tons  ; 
vinegar,  197  tons  and  35  tons;  vitriol,  35  tons. 

Ulster  Chemists  (Limited). 
In  the  Chancery  Division,  Dublin,  on  March  22,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Barton,  the  matter  of  the  liquidation  of  the- 
Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  came  on  for  hearing  on  art 
application  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hugh  Smiley,  of  Belfast,  the 
liquidator,  for  liberty  to  bring  an  action  against  Mr.  McCrea, 
the  purchaser  of  the  company's  business  in  Newry,  to- 
enforce  specific  performance  of  the  purchase-agreements 
The  case  having  been  called,  counsel  for  the  liquidator 
intimated  that  a  settlement  had  been  arrived  at  substantially 
in  the  following  terms :  (1)  That  the  solicitors  for  Mr. 
McCrea  should  endorse  to  tne  liquidator  a  deposit  receipt 
for  324Z.  in  his  hands  ;  (2)  that  Mr.  McCrea  should  abandon, 
all  his  claims  against  the  liquidator;  (3)  and  that  the 
liquidator  should  allow  Mr.  McCrea  25Z.  off  the  costs  which- 
Mr.  McCrea  was  liable  to  pay  for  the  collection  of  the  debts. 
Mr.  Justice  Barton  said  he  would  accept  the  compromise, 
and  in  the  event  of  its  not  being  carried  out  within  a  week 
he  would  give  the  liquidator  leave  to  institute  proceedings, 
for  specilic  performance  of  the  agreement. 


Scotch  1Rem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


New  Business. 

Messrs.  D.  &  C.  Cowper,  chemists  and  druggists,  are 
opening  a  business  at  Winchburgh,  a  growing  district  in 
West  Lothian. 

Public  Notices. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Robb, 
chemist  and  druggist,  32  Bank  Street,  Hillhead,  Glasgow, 
to  be  lodg-d  with  Messrs.  Thorn  &  Headrick,  58  West  Regent- 
Street,  Glasgow,  by  March  30. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  John  McMillan, 
chemist  and  druggist,  17  Great  Western  Road  and  693  Great 
Western  Road,  Glasgow,  should  be  longed  by  March  26  with 
Mr.  W.  Rounsfell  Brown,  227  West  George  Street,  Glasgow. 

A  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  Court  of  Session, 
Edinburgh,  at  the  instance  of  Cheap  &  Good  (Limited), 
9  Little  Street,  Calton,  Glasgow,  and  Thomas  Ormiston,i 
A  CI  S.,  59  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  the  liquidator  of 
said  company,  praying  their  Lordships,  inter  alia,  to  order 
that  the  voluntary  winding-up  of  the  said  company  resolved 
upon  by  an  extraordinary  resolution  at  an  extraordinary 
general  meeting  of  the  company,  held  at  Glasgow  on 
March  16.  1904,  be  continued,  subject  to  the  supervision  of. 
the  Court. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Two  new  doctors'  shops  are  to  be  opened  shortly  in  Cross- 
hill. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Walker,  the  well  known  New  City  Road  chemist, 
is  retiring  from  business. 

Mr.  F.  Soddy.  the  distinguished  authority  on  the  phenomena 
of  radio-activity,  has  been  appointed  lecturer  on  physical 
chemistry  at  Glasgow  University. 

Messrs.  J.  P.  Gilmonr  and  W.  L.  Currie  seam  to  be  de- 
veloping into  peripatetic  propagandists  on  behalf  of  Blooms-: 
bury  Square.  Twice  within  the  past  two  months  the  one 
has  proposed  and  the  other  responded  to  the  tcast  of  "The 
Pharmaceutical  Society"  in  Edinburgh. 

"  Spring  Medicines  "  garnished  with  liberal  trimmings  of 
cut  sarsaparilla-root  and  "  black  sugar,''  now  figure  in  the 
forefront  of  many  chemists'  windows.  The  vendors  seem  to- 
be  in  blissful  ignorance  of  the  modern  scientific  doctrine  that 
the  belief  in  the  need  for  vernal  and  autumnal  medication  is 
an  exploded  superstition.  "  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians." 
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Writing  to  the  "  Evening  News,"  "  Anxious  "  asserts  that 
■methylated-spirit  drinking  is  again  on  the  increase  in 
•Glasgow,  and  he  asks  it  there  is  no  law  to  prevent  this 
demoralising  practice.  "  Anxious  "  is  an  ill-informed  or  mis- 
informed alarmist.  There  is  absolutely  no  foundation  for 
his  statement.  Chemists  are  unanimous  in  testifying  to 
the  practical  disappearance  of  the  methylated-spirit  drinker. 

About  midnight,  on  March  16,  the  policeman  on  duty 
'found  Mr.  J.  C.  M.  Love,  chemist,  194  Battlefield  Road, 
Langside,  lying  unconscious  in  his  back  shop  there.  He 
was  removed  to  the  Victoria  Infirmary,  where  he  died  on 
the  17th.  Mr.  Love,  who  lately  took  over  the  business  of 
Mr.  White  at  the  above  address,  had  been  ailing  for  some 
weeks.  He  was  formerly  employed  in  the  Paisley  branch  of 
C.  T.  Cockburn  &  Co.  (Limited),  and  had  previously  spent 
some  years  in  South  Africa. 

Edinburgh.  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  thirteenth  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday,  March  22,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gibb 
{President)  in  the  chair.  The  annual  report  showed  the 
membership  of  the  club  to  be  103.  During  the  past  season 
all  the  sections  (cricket,  football,  cycling,  swimming, 
running,  golf,  and  tug-of-war)  have  met  with  good  support, 
and  the  other  ventures  were  successful.  The  Treasurer 
stated  that  the  year  srarted  with  a  balance  in  hand  of  53Z  , 
and  the  income  was  Q%1.  After  clearing  all  expenses  a 
balance  of  57/.  is  carried  to  next  season.  The  following 
office-bearers  were  unanimously  appointed  for  the  ensuing 
year:  Hon.  President,  Mr.  W.  A.  Davies  (Raimes,  Clark  & 
Co.) ;  President.  A.  G.  Paterson ;  Vice-President,  D.  S. 
Napier;  Secretary,  Wm.  Hunter  (Riimes,  Olar*  &  Co.); 
Assistant-Secretary,  Wm.  Ross ;  Treasurer,  R.  McDougall 
1  South  Clerk  Street ;  Committee,  W.  G.  Brown,  J.  G.  Ferrier, 
J.  P.  Gibb,  Geo.  Hadrlon,  Jas.  Muir,  Wm.  O'Mally,  and 
G.  H.  C.  Rowland  ;  Auditors,  R.  K.  Kinninmont  and  Geo 
Somerville.  Two  guineas  was  unanimously  voted  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund.  Thanks  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  the  use  of  the  rooms  and  to  the  office- 
bearers, concluded  the  proceedings. 


ffrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Professor  Moissan  has  presented  to  the  Academy  of 
Science  a  note  on  the  solubility  of  silicium  in  zinc  and 
lead.  In  zinc  solubility  commences  at  about  550°  C,  in  lead 
at  1,100°. 

f~" Elementary  Dispensing  Practice."— M.  A.  Domergue 
in  the  "  Repertoire  de  Pharmacie "  favourably  notices  the 
recent  work  of  the  "  Nestor  of  British  Pharmaceutical 
Literature."  The  counsels,  he  says,  are  "  full  of  common 
sense,"  quoting  "  Never  stick  a  new  label  over  an  old  one," 
"  Write  the  label  before  executing  the  prescription."  "  Our 
young  apprentices,"  he  concludes,  "  need  a  manual  similar  to 
that  of  J.  Ince." 

Honours  for  Pharmacists  — M.  Linard,  first-class  Navy 
(pharmacist,  has  been  nominated  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour.  The  green  ribbon  of  Agricultural  Merit  has  been 
awarded  to  M.  Carron,  pharmaceutist.  Sens  (Yonne),  to  M. 
Gouthiere,  chemical-manufacturer  at  Reims,  to  M.  Gallois, 
chemist,  Paris,  and  MM  Maze,  Perrier,  and  Arthaud-Berthet, 
of  the  Paris  Pasteur  Institute.  The  rosette  o?  Officer  of  the 
same  Order  has  been  conferred  upon  Dr.  Chamberland 
{Pasteur's  collaborator),  MM.  Metchnikoff  and  Danysz,  of 
the  Institute  Pasteur,  and  Professor  Prioton,  of  Angouleme  ; 
while  Dr.  Roux,  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  is  namtd  Com- 
mander of  Agricultural  Merit. 

An  Echo  of  the  "'Sixties" — It  may  not  be  generally 
known,  or  perhaps  one  may  say  not  generally  remembered, 
that  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  has  been  a  member  of  the  Paris 
Society  of  Pharmacy  for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  elf cted 
on  the  occasion  of  his  presence  at  the  International  Congress 
of  Pharmacy  held  in  Paris  at  the  time  of  the  exhibition  of 
1867,  but,  as  a  result  of  a  printer's  error,  the  name  has 
long  figured  on  the  printed  list  of  the  Society  as  J.  Carteighe. 


I  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  General  Secretary,  Pro- 
fessor Bourquelot,  to  this  discrepancy,  and  as  he  is  now  revis- 
ing the  list  of  the  Society's  foreign  members,  the  name  of  the 
veteran  and  active  member  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  shortly  be  correctly  inserted  amongst  the  names 
of  the  men  whom  French  pharmacists  delight  to  honour. 


Hfilcan  mem 

[From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note, — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  tha  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Oranoe  River  Colony, 


British  East  Africa. 

From  Uganda  a  correspondent  writes  :  Mr.  H.  G.  B.  Legge 
has  arrived  at  Mombasa  to  relieve  Mr.  Whitton  at  the 
Government  dispensary.  Mr.  Whitton  goes  to  Nairobi,  a 
rapidly  increasing  town  with  a  beautiful  climate,  on  the 
Uganda  Railway,  the  capital  of  a  district  which  will  one 
day  become  famous  as  one  of  the  most  prolific  and  profitable 
agricultural  centres  in  the  world,  the  soil  producing  two  and 
three  crops  yearly. — Mr.  F.  E.  Westray  has  arrived  at 
Entebbe,  Uganda,  Irom  Gondokoro,  an  unhealthy  station  on 
the  Nile,  where  he  has  been  three  years  without  serious 
illness.  Mr.  Westray  has  had  a  great  deal  of  big-game 
shooting.  He  will  be  leaving  shortly  for  England  for  a  well- 
earned  holiday.  His  splendid  battery  of  five  beautiful  guns 
will  be  idle  till  he  returns.  He  got  a  fine  tusker  on  his  six 
weeks' march  irom  Gondokoro  to  the  Albert  Nyanza.  Mr. 
Backland,  the  chemist  stationed  at  Ambarara,  inthe  Aukole 
province,  has  also  had  a  slice  of  good  luck.  He  secured  a 
few  days'  leave  and  bagged  two  elephants,  the  maximum 
number  permitted  to  be  killed  under  licence  in  one  year  (see 
page  527).  Government  prohibits  the  killing  of  female  or 
young  elephants.  A  pair  of  tusks  may  range  from  301.  to 
100Z.  in  value.  Mr.  Westray  tells  me  that  on  one  occasion 
a  herd  of  over  four  hundred  elephants  charged  right  through 
the  station  at  Goudokoro.  I  find  a  native  gamboge  (variety 
undetermined)  is  very  common  in  the  Sesse  islands  of  the 
Victoria  Nyanza  lake.  Turmeric,  growing  most  luxuriantly 
at  Kampala,  was  originally  introduced  by  the  Sikh  soldiers 
frcm  India,  and  annatto  is  growing  in  the  Botanic  Gardens, 
Entebbe.  The  native  turmeric  has  ousted  the  imported 
article,  but  no  commercial  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the 
other  two  drugs. 

Transvaal. 

Messrs.  Champion  Brothers,  of  Boksburg,  have  opened 
a  branch  business  at  Benoni,  near  Springs. 

Mr.  W.  Gasparini  has  bsen  admitted  into  partnership 
with  Messrs.  Forby  ic  Co.,  of  President  Street,  Johannesburg. 

Messrs.  Adams  &  Dance  have  opened  a  business  in 
Standerton.  Mr.  Dance  until  recently  represented  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Mr.  W.  Palmer,  chemist,  Germiston,  had  his  establish- 
ment totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  February  18  Mr.  Palmer 
is  a  pretty  heavy  loser  through  being  under-insured. 

Messrs.  Smith,  Rlye  &  Co.  will  shortly  open  another 
branch,  this  time  in  Jeppes  Town  Extension.  This  branch, 
when  open,  will  make  Smith,  Rive  &  Co.'s  fifth  in  Johannes- 
burg and  suburbs. 

A  Trade-protection  Society,  on  similar  lines  to  the 
Eoglish  P.A.T.A.,  has  been  formed  recently  in  Johannesburg. 
A  committee,  on  which  the  leading  wholesale  and  retail 
Johannesburg  houses  are  represented,  has  been  elected  to 
draw  up  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Society. 
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Winter  Session. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma= 
ceutical  Association. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  this  Association  oa  Thursday  evening,  March  20, 
the  President  (Mr.  W.  L.  Currie)  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Gilmour)  intimated  that  he  had 
received  letters  of  apology  for  absence  from  Messrs.  Moir, 
Dunlop,  and  Foster. 

Kecent  Deaths. 
The  President  then  said  :  Before  beginning  our  proceed- 
ings to-night  it  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  I 
have  to  ask  your  indulgence  for  a  little.  You  all  know  that 
during  the  past  week  two  of  the  best-known  members  of  our 
Association  have  been  taken  from  among  us  by  death.  I 
refer  to  Mr.  John  McMillan  and  Mr.  James  Kobb.  By  their 
removal  we  lose  men  of  the  highest  character  and  principle, 
who  were  very  jealous  for  the  honour  of  their  calling. 
During  my  term  of  office  as  President  it  has  been  necessary 
for  me  on  two  previous  occasions  to  make  reference  to  the 
loss  by  death  of  our  Honorary  Presidents.  I  refer,  of  course, 
to  Mr.  Kinninmont  and  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer.  And  again  the 
sad  duty  falls  to  my  lot  of  having  to  perform  the  same 
office.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  all  the 
details  of  Mr.  McMillan's  life  amongst  us.  For  thirty-six 
years  he  has  been  much  in  evidence.  When  I  say  thirty-six 
years  I  refer  to  the  time  since  he  commenced  business  for 
himself  in  1866.  His  example  has  been  before  us,  and  we 
all  feel  a  sense  of  personal  less  by  his  removal.  But  I  cannot 
allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  in  some  small  measure 
expressing  our  appreciation  of  his  great  usefulness,  and  of 
the  great  loss  we  sustain  by  his  death.  He  was  a  past- 
President  of  this  Association,  haviDg  held  that  office  during 
1882  and  1883  But  long  before  that  time  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Association  and  of  its  Council,  and  when,  after 
a  period  of  quiescence,  the  Association  again  renewed  its 
beiDg,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  give  it  active  support.  His 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Association  was  maintained  to  the 
last,  and  when  he  was  appointed  our  Hon.  President  he 
expressed  his  great  appreciation  of  the  honour  conferred 
upon  him.  His  retiring  disposition  prevented  him  from 
taking  the  prominent  part  in  pharmaceutical  politics  which 
we  should  have  wished  him  to  take,  and  which  he  could  have 
occupied  with  so  much  distinction  to  himself  and  credit  to  us 
as  a  bjdy,  but  his  mind  did  not  lie  to  it.  All  the  same,  he 
was  a  man  of  outstanding  ability.  From  a  small  beginning, 
by  dint  of  perseverance,  industry,  and  tact,  he  attained  to 
considerable  eminence  in  the  world  of  pharmacy,  and  what 
he  did  not  know  of  the  details  of  our  business  was  not  worth 
kaowir>g.  To  pharmacists  all  over  Scotland,  and  even  beyond 
it,  his  name  and  reputation  were  well  known,  while  to 
medical  men  he  was  a  veritable  multum  in  parro.  To  quote 
what  Lord  Macaulay  once  said  of  a  man  of  great  intellectual 
capacity,  I  venture  to  say  of  our  late  Hon.  President,  "  His 
mind  was  a  vast  magazine  admirably  arranged.  Everything 
was  there,  and  eveiy thing  in  its  place."  It  would  have  been 
strange  indeed  if  you  had  asked  for  anything  that  was  not  to 
be  found  in  that  vast  storehouse.  The  article  you  required 
was  not  only  there  :  it  was  ready ;  it  was  in  its  own  proper 
compartment;  and  in  a  moment  was  brought  out  intact  and 
displajed.  In  an  address  which  Mr.  McMillan  gave  the 
Assistants'  Association  in  March,  1890  in  speaking  of  the 
necessity  for  education,  general  and  technical,  he  strongly 
urged  as  factors  in  their  business  success  that  scientific 
attainments  and  accurate  chemical  knowledge  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  suave  manner,  neatness,  tact,  and  what 
Scotch  people  called  "  gumption  "  These  points  were  well 
exemplified  in  his  own  career,  thus  proving  that  what  he 
taught  he  practised.  He  never  courted  public  life  of  any 
kind,  and  it  was  only  under  great  pressure  that  he  would 
accept  any  public  duty,  yet  his  utterances  were  always 
thoughtful  and  carried  conviction.  His  private  life  is  too 
sacred  to  touch  upon,  but  I  am  sure  that  we  tender  to  his 
family  our  sincerest  sympathy  in  the  trial  they  have  been 
called  upon  to  undergo.  (Hear,  hear.)  Personally,  I  have 
been  privileged  to  enjoy  his  friendship  for  a  long  period  of 
years,  and  this  I  can  say  with  all  sincerity,  in  common  with 


all  the  friends  who  now  mourn  his  loss,  that  we  esteem  it  a 
pleasure  and  a  privilegs  to  have  known  him.  It  was  my 
privilege,  along  with  many  other  brother-chemists,  to  attend, 
his  funeral  on  Tuesday,  and  it  was  quite  evident  that  outside 
his  own  calling  he  was  held  in  highest  esteem.  Representatives 
from  maoy  different  bodies  were  present  and  a  large  con- 
course of  friends.  From  the  fact  that  for  nearly  half  a  mile; 
as  the  cortige  passed  along  shops  were  closed  and  all  blinds 
drawn,  it  was  apparent  that  one  of  no  ordinary  type  had 
passed  away.  As  regards  Mr.  Robb,  what  can  I  say  that1 
you  do  not  already  know  ?  The  ne  wb  of  his  death  came 
upon  us  with  startling  suddenness.  Never  of  a  robust  con- 
stitution, he  still  with  great  care  and  discretion  enjoyed  a 
fair  measure  of  health,  and  we  were  always  sorry  that  he,  in 
order  to  carry  out  what  he  considered  his  duty,  came  to  our 
meetings  in  blustery  weather.  He  delighted  to  be  among 
us — to  take  part  in  what  was  going  on.  His  very  presence  in 
our  midst  was  like  a  ray  of  sunshine,  and  he  infused  into 
those  he  came  in  contact  with  some  of  the  biightness  he 
himself  possessed.  No  social  function  was  complete  without 
the  presence  of  James  Robb.  And  his  genial,  smiliDg  face 
was  always  brightest  when  he  was  among  youDg  men.  He 
was  a  prime  favourite  with  them,  and  to  those  who  came  under 
his  control  and  influence,  and  who  are  now,  many  of  themr 
in  distant  lands,  the  news  of  his  death  will  come  as  a  great 
shock.  He  was  essentially  a  young  man,  and  loved  to  help» 
young  men,  and  his  kindly  help  and  advice  will  long  bc- 
cherished  by  those  who  received  them.  He  had  a  high  ideal* 
of  life,  and  it  can  truly  be  said  of  him  that  in  his  goings  out 
and  in  his  great  object  was  "  to  teach  high  thoughts  and- 
kindly  words  and  courtliness,  and  the  desire  of  fame,  and 
love,  and  truth,  and  all  that  makes  a  man."  I  beg  to  move- 
that  it  be  remitted  to  Mr.  Gilmour  (our  Secretary)  and 
myself  to  draw  up  a  letter  of  condolence  to  ba  sent  to  the 
relatives  of  both  of  our  deceased  friends. 

Mr.  Brodie,  as  one  who  had  for  a  longer  period  than  any 
other  member  present  been  associated  with  Mr.  McMillan 
in  the  work  of  the  Association,  also  paid  an  eloquent  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  his  old  friend,  recalling  many  interesting 
reminiscences  of  his  early  labours  on  behalf  the  local 
Pharmaceutical  Association  in  the  'sixties  and  early  'seven- 
ties, and  stating  that  Mr.  McMillan  held  the  offices  both 
of  Secretary  and  President  in  that  period.  He  seconded 
Mr.  Curne's  motion. 

Mr.  Gilmour  associated  himself  with  the  tribute  to  Mr. 
McMillan  and  Mr.  Robb. 

Mr.  J.  W  Sutherland  also  made  feeling  reference  to  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  Association  He  mentioned  that  Mr. 
McMillan  noted  in  a  book  he  kept  for  the  purpose  every  new 
preparation  that  came  into  use  in  pharmacy,  writing  dowcf 
its  therapeutic  qualities,  dosage  in  prescriptions,  preparation 
in  dispensing,  and  every  fact  about  it  which  might  come  in- 
useful  in  his  business.  These  he  carefully  indexed,  and 
thus,  said  Mr.  Sutherland,  he  rendered  his  services  invaluable 
to  the  busy  medical  man.  Of  Mr.  Robb  Mr.  Sutherland, 
spoke  in  the  highest  terms,  as  a  man  of  outstanding  merit, 
a  very  striking  personality,  characteristically  shrewd,  careful, 
and  painstaking. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harvey  P.  Arthur  then  contributed  an  interesting- 
paper  on 

The  Pharmacist  as  Photographic  Dealer. 

No  excuse,  he  said,  need  be  offered  at  this  time  of  day  for 
the  chemist  who  has  adopted  or  thinks  of  taking  up  this 
side-line.  In  these  days  when  cutting  has  become  one  of 
the  fine  arls  it  is  refreshing  to  come  across  a  branch  of 
business  where  the  trail  of  the  cutter  cannot  be  found.  On 
photographic  plates  and  papers,  which  are  sold  at  a  fixed 
minimum  price,  diere  is  a  profit  of  20  per  cent.,  whilst  the 
sundries  and  accessories  yield  profits  of  from  20  per  cent,  to 
40  per  csnt.  The  photographic  business  is  therefore 
decidedly  worth  cultivating.  Answering  the  question,  What 
is  the  best  way  to  set  about  adding  this  department  to  a 
pharmacist's  business  1  the  author  said  the  first  step  is  to 
secure  a  stock.  After  deciding  how  much  money  should  be  ■ 
invested  in  the  adventure — and  101.  may  be  considered  as- 
being  perhaps  enough  to  begin  with— a  selection  of  the 
catalogues  of  the  various  wholesale  dealers  should  be 
procured,  and  from  these  a  list  of  the  necessary  articles  can 
I  be  made.    In  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1900 
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there  was  such  a  list,  comprising  plates,  papers,  developing- 
trays,  &c,  with  a  fey  cameras.  Oaly  the  necessaries  of  the 
art  should  be  procured  at  first ;  it  is  easy  to  add  to  stock  as 
one  goes  along.  He  warned  them  against  stocking  too 
freely  of  the  shoals  of  novelties  that  are  yearly  placed  on  the 
market,  as  the  unwary  dealer  may  be  left  with  a  photo- 
graphic as  well  as  a  pharmaceutical  "chamber  of  horrors." 
It  is  the  wisest  policy  to  stock  only  the  most  popular  brands 
of  plates  and  papers.  The  photographic  dealer  should  have 
a  dark-room  :  it  helps  business  Another  important  factor 
in  the  development  of  a  photographic  business  is  the  window. 
If  an  entire  window  can  be  devoted  to  the  side-line,  so  much 
the  better.  Nothing  draws  the  crowd  like  a  well-dressed 
window.  Specimen  prints  are  very  effective,  especially  if 
the  views  are  local.  A  nicely  mounted  print  labelled 
•"  Taken  with  our  21s  camera  "  often  leads  to  good  business. 
If  the  dealer  be  not  already  a  photographer,  he  should  lose 
no  time  in  becommg  familiar  with  the  use  of  the  camera. 
It  is  astonishing  how  inquiring  amateur  photographers  as  a 
•class  seem  to  be,  and  the  chemist  frequently  gets  the 
opportunity  of  dr  iwing  on  his  stores  of  scientific  knowledge — 
eg.,  "What's  the  use  of  the  stops?"  "Isn't  hypo  just 
'purified  washing-soda  ? "  &c.  Membership  of  a  local 
photographic  association  often  proves  of  great  value  in 
building  up  a  photographic  business.  Although  summer  is 
■the  principal  season  for  the  photographic  department,  some 
business  can  be  done  during  the  winter  months.  Gaslight 
bromide  papers,  mounts,  and  albums  are  thea  in  demand, 
and  in  some  places  lanterns  are  sold. 

Some  chemists  cater  for  the  amateur  photographer  in  a 
half-hearted  manner,  being  rather  annoyed  when  asked  for 
some  developing-solution  not  in  common  demand.  It  means 
such  a  turning-up  of  recipe-books  to  get  the  formula,  and 
the  customer's  patience  is  nearly  exhausted  by  the  time  the 
developer  is  ready.  The  plan  he  (Mr.  Arthur)  finds  to 
.answer  is  to  copy  the  various  recipes  on  a  card  and  hang  it 
in  a  convenient  place,  and  also  to  keep  made-up  concentrated 
solutions  of  the  different  developers.  Thus  both  the 
customer's  and  the  dealer's  time  is  saved.  -  One  should 
always  u-e  the  best  quality  of  chemicals  for  photographic 
solutions.  Touching  upon  the  drawbacks  of  this  branch  of 
lousiness,  the  author  said  amateur  photographers  as  a  class 
are  "  ki'.tle  cattle"  to  deal  with,  and  if  anything  goes  wrong 
with  their  operations  usually  the  blam;  is  laid  on  anyone  but 
themselves.  A  little  tact  and  patience  will  enable  the 
chemist  to  glide  safely  over  such  matters.  Concluding,  Mr. 
Arthur  said  that  mos"  chemists  who  have  taken  up  the  sale 
of  photographic  goods  have  found  it  a  very  pleasant  as  well 
.as  a  very  profitable  part  of  the  business. 

In  the  course  of  a  short  discussion  which  followed  the 
reading  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Robertson  (Rutherglen),  Mr. 
Hart  (Partick),  and  Mr.  Gilmour  spoke  from  personal 
experience  of  the  gain  to  a  pharmacist's  business  in  taking 
up  photographic  dealing  as  a  side-line.  They  emphasised 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  full  practical  knowledge  of  every 
detail  of  photography  if  one  is  to  succeed,  but  Mr.  Hart 
.remarked,  with  regard  to  developing,  that  unless  the  chemist 
is  a  thorough  expert  in  this  department  he  should  not  do  it 
himself.  Take  the  work  in,  he  advised,  but  send  it  to  some- 
body who  makes  a  special  business  of  developing.  Mr. 
Sutherland  and  Mr.  Currie  also  took  part  in  tha  discus- 
sion, the  former  remarking  that  anyone  taking  up  the  photo- 
graphic business  is  sure  to  have  a  good  deal  of  fun  besides 
making  money. 

Mr.  A'thur  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  paper. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of 
this  Association  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel  on 
March  23,  with  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  in  th^  c'oa'r.  There  were 
ab  >ut  a  dozen  members  present;  and  Mr.  Pentney  reported 
that,  as  Chairman  of  the 

Parliamentary  Committee 
-of  the  Association,  he  had  made  an  appointment  with  the 
members  of  the  committee  at  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday  last,  and  they  had  succeeded  in  interviewing  two 
members  of  Parliament  in  regard  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
the  committej  were  highly  satisfied  with  the  result.  These 


members  (whose  names  he  would  not  mention)  both  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  favourably  disposed  towards  the  Bill. 
One  of  the  mambjrs  is  an  expert  on  food  and  drug  matters, 
and  he  (Mr.  Pentney)  was  sure  he  would  take  a  live  interest 
in  the  measure.  The  other  member  professed  an  open  mind 
on  the  question,  and  would  doubtless  aid  in  the  passing  of 
the  Bill.  With  the  help  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  convince  this  second  member  that 
chemists  had  a  grievance,  and  altogether  the  committee 
were  satisfied  they  had  made  two  very  good  captures.  He 
proposed  the  addition  of  Mr.  Watson  Will  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  This  proportion  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Betty  (Hon.  Secretary),  and  carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke  (Gravesend)  referred  to  the  alto- 
gether successful  interview  a  deputation  of  the  North  Kent 
Chemists'  Association  had  with  the  local  M.P.  (Sir  Gilbert 
Parker)  on  March  21  (particulars  of  widen,  are  given  on 
page  506),  mentioning  that  Sir  Gilbert  had  given  him  full 
permission  to  make  public  use  of  his  name  and  of  his 
opinions.  Mr.  Pentney  explained  that  he  wa3  unwilling  to 
disclose  the  names  of  the  members  the  committee  had 
interviewed  for  fear  "the  other  side"  got  at  them  and 
corrupted  them. 

The  Council-election 

then  came  up  for  discussion.  Mr.  Pentney  said  he  had 
proposed  at  the  last  maeting  of  the  committee  (G.  <f"  ■&•< 
March  12,  Coloured  Supplement)  that  no  new  candidate  for 
Council  honours  bs  proposed  as  from  the  Association  for 
this  year,  but  that  the  nutter  be  left  over  until  1905.  A  few 
days  after  that  meeting  it  was  rumoured  that  three  members 
of  Council  were  to  retire,  and,  acting  on  his  own  initiative, 
he  (Mr.  Pentney)  got  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  no  ni- 
nate  various  members  of  the  committee  of  the  Association, 
in  order  that  a  golden  opportunity  might  not  be  lost.  The 
idea  was  that  a  number  of  members  would  be  nominated  on 
behalf  of  the  Association,  but  they  need  not  all  njcessarily 
stand.  One  or  two  of  the  most  suitable  men  might  be 
chosen  from  amongst  those  nominated,  who  would  be  run  by 
the  Association.  Mr.  R.  H  aselwood  Jones  inquired  whether 
this  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Peniney  as  an  individual,  or 
whether  it  was  done  on  behalf  of  the  Association?  It  was 
the  first  he  had  he  ird  of  the  matter.  Mr  Betty  replied 
that  Mr.  Peitney  wrote  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  he  (Mr. 
Betty)  thought  his  suggestion  a  good  one.  Mr  Haselwood 
Jones  then  questioned  whether  it  was  in  order  to  discuss  the 
question,  as  no  minutes  had  been  read,  and  he  was  quite 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  matter  had  been  discussed 
before.  The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Peatney  hid  explained  that 
the  matter  was  discussed  at  the  last  mseting,  and  a  resolu- 
tion was  coma  to  to  do  nothing  this  year;  what  had  been 
done  since  was  done  entirely  oa  Mr.  Pentney 's  own  initiative, 
and  without  consulting  the  committee  in  any  way.  Mr. 
H aselwood  Jones  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  mattar 
was  not  one  they  could  discuss,  or  come  to  any  decision 
upon,  without  taking  counsel  with  the  members  of  the 
Association.  The  procedure  of  running  candidates  for  the 
Council  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  slight  Qn  those  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  who  are  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. There  are  already  four  numbers  of  the  Association 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  anything  of  the  kind 
indicated  would  look  as  if  they  were  not  satisfied  with 
these  councillors.  It  the  matter  were  properly  discussed 
by  the  whole  Association,  he  wou  d  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  say  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do,  but 
not  otherwise.  Mr.  Pentney  said  there  was  not  the 
slightest  intention  on  his  part  to  reflect  in  the  least  on  any 
of  the  London  members  of  the  Council.  He  accepted  sole 
responsibility  for  what  had  been  done,  and  said  he  knew 
that  Mr.  Glyn-Joaes  was  in  favour  of  the  steps  he  (Mr. 
Pentney)  had  taken,  as  he  (Mr.  Glyn-Jones)  was  in  need  of 
more  backing  on  the  Council.  Mr.  Haselwood  Jones  said 
if  the  idea  was  carried  out  the  Association  would  cut  a 
ludicrous  figure  at  the  polls,  and  he  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee take  no  official  rec  ognition  of  the  candidates  proposed 
by  Mr.  Pentney.  This  proposition  was  not  seconded,  how- 
ever, the  general  opinion  being  that  Mr.  Pentney  had  quite 
a  right  as  an  individual  to  take  what  steps  he  chose  in 
nominating  candidates  The  committee  were  in  nowisj 
pledged  to  support  him.  Mr.  Betty  thought  that,  seeing 
Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  was  retiring  and  Mr,  Savory  had  retired 


492 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  26,  1904 


recently,  two  new  London  members  were  absolutely  requisite. 
Mr.  Haselwood  Jones  said  if  it  were  made  clear  tnat  no 
opposition  to  their  present  members  was  intended,  and  they 
could  get  two  candidates  to  stand  in  whom  they  had  confi- 
dence, he  would  be  prepared  to  fall  in  with  the  suggestion. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Pond  moved  that  two  candidates  be  selected.  Mr. 
i  Watson-Will  intimated  that  he  had  sounded  Mr.  T.  H.  W. 
Idris  on  the  point,  but  Mr.  Idris,  while  appreciating  the 
honour  done  him,  had  too  much  upon  his  hands,  and  would 
not  consent  to  be  nominated.  It  was  intimated  that  Messrs. 
Betty,  Burton,  Truman,  Holding,  Pentney,  and  Pickering  had 
been  nominated;  but  only  Messrs.  Betty,  Pentney,  and 
Truman  would  allow  themselves  to  be  put  forward.  These 
three  gentlemen  thereupon  retired  from  the  room,  while  the 
remaining  members  of  the  committee  discussed  the  matter 
in  private.  -  After  a  lengthy  deliberation,  the  committee 
came  to  the  conclusion — 

That,  taking  into  consideration  the  necessary  expanses  and  the 
lack  of  time  required  for  the  promotion  of  the  candidature,  this 
committee  are  unable  to  recommend  any  one  candidate  for  the 
present  year,  but  it  is  optional  for  any  or  all  of  the  gentlemen  to 
.persevere  in  their  candidature  at  their  own  expense. 

This  decision  was  obviously  a  surprise  to  some  of  the 
would-be  candidates  when  again  admitted  to  the  delibera- 
tions ;  and  Mr.  Betty  intimated  that  he  would  stick  to  his 
resolution  to  stand  for  the  Council,  and  proceeded  to 
inquire  whether  the  committee  would  endorse  his  policy  if 
published,  when  the  Chairman  politely  and  good  humouredly 
intimated  that  so  far  as  discussion  by  the  committee  was 
concerned  the  incident  was  closed.  Mr.  Pentney  said  he  had 
no  intention  of  fighting  the  election  unless  supported  by  the 
Association,  as  he  felt  that  a  free-lance  candidate  would  not 
have  much  chance  of  success,  and  he  always  fought  to  win. 
Mr.  Truman  treated  the  matter  with  philosophic  good  humour, 
and  the  business  of  the  meeting  terminated. 


Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the  Black  Boy 
Hotel,  Wood  Hill,  Northampton,  on  March  18  In  the  absence 
of  the  President,  Mr.  Evan  C.  Ashford  (the  Vice-President) 
occupied  the  chair.  An  unusually  large  number  of  members 
were  present. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  Cowdery)  having  announced 
with  regret  that  the  President  (Mr.  W.  D.  Mayger)  and  Mr. 
W.  McKinnell  were  both  absent  through  indisposition,  a 
general  discussion  upon  the 

Pharmacy  Bill, 

introduced  into  Parliament  by  Mr.  T.  Lough,  M.P.,  took 
place. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Bill  was  not  likely  to  proceed 
much  further  during  this  S-ssion  of  Parliament,  or  during 
the  existence  of  the  present  Parliament. 

Councillor  Fred  Ashford  urged  that  the  chemists  should 
approach  their  local  members  of  Parliament  and  get  their 
support  before  the  members  were  interviewed  by  representa- 
tives of  rival  trades  concerned  in  the  Bill.  In  Northampton 
the  chemists  had  a  very  respectable  class  of  grocers  to  deal 
with,  who  did  not,  as  a  rule,  deal  much  in  the  articles  which 
the  Bill  would  affect;  but,  for  the  sake  of  chemists  in  other 
parts,  he  moved  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  write  to  all  local 
members  of  Parliament,  and  seek  to  enlist  their  vote  and 
support  for  the  measure.  He  thought  that  the  chemists 
would  get  the  support  of  Mr.  Labouchere  (one  of  the 
members  for  Northampton),  who  was  one  of  the  M.P.'s 
best  informed  upon  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and  "Truth"  had 
rendered  the  chemists  more  than  one  service.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Dennis  seconded. 

Mr.  W  Lucas  thought  that  the  less  chemists  had  to  do 
with  legislation  the  better  it  would  be  for  them.  Before 
1863  the  business  of  a  chemi-t  was  worth  having,  but  since 
then  it  had  been  hardly  worth  following.  The  chemists 
should  go  on  broader  lines  than  seeking  for  restrictive  and 
monopoly  creating  legislation.  To  be  logical  chemists,  if 
they  wanted  restrictive  legislation,  should  confine  them- 
selves to  selling  drugs,  and  should  give  up  perfumery,  soaps, 
and  the  thousand  and-one  other  things  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  pharmacy. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  was 


to  give  protection  to  bond-fide  chemists  in  the  sale  of  im- 
portant articles,  which  were  essentially  articles  to  be  sold  by 
qualified  men. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  believed  that  the  Bill  would  check 
the  growing  practice  of  small  shops  selling  poisons  without 
adequate  protection  to  the  public. 

The  resolution  was  carried,  Mr.  Lucas  being  the  only  dis- 
sentient. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  then  called  attention  to  Sir  Charles 
Dilke's 

Shops  Bill, 

which,  he  said,  would  affect  chemists  as  well  as  other 
tradesmen.  He  thought  that  the  compulsory  early  closing 
of  shops  would  be  altogether  an  unworkable  scheme  in  some 
localities.  At  all  events,  it  would  be  unworkable  and  incon- 
venient in  Northampton.  The  Bill  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
piece  of  grandmotherly  legislation. 

Councillor  Ashford  advocated  the  earlier  closing  of 
shops.  The  voluntary  arrangement  by  which  the  North- 
ampton chemists  had  agreed  to  clos?  earlier  had  worked 
well — (hear,  hear) — and  had  benefited  them  generally, 
without  any  particular  inconvenience  to  the  public — (hear 
hear) — and  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  they  could  close 
earlier  still.  He  proposed  that  the  Association  support  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  L.  North  seconded.    The  public,  he  said,  could,  and 
should,  be  educated  up  to  earlier  closing. 
The  resolution  was  carried  without  dissent. 

Other  Matters. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  at  Northampton 
on  Thursday,  April  14,  and  the  annual  meeting  on  Friday, 
April  29. 

The  Association  unanimously  decided  to  recommend  to 
the  P.A.TA.  that  Mr.  L.  North,  whose  address  is  Bridge 
Street,  Northampton,  be  appointed  Hon.  Secretary  for 
Northampton  and  District  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  closed  the  meeting. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Rayal  Hotel,  Bradford,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  22,  the  President  (Alderman 
H.  Dunn)  in  the  chair.  There  was  an  exceptionally  good 
attendance. 

In  the  course  of  a  general  discussion  on  impending 
legislation  it  was  stated  that,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
against  the  proposed  cash-pn-delivery  system  which  the 
Association  had  sent  to  the  local  members  of  Parliament, 
only  Sir  Ernest  Flower,  M.P.,  had  declared  himself  as  posi- 
tively against  the  measure.  It  was  suggested  that  further 
pressure  should  be  put  on  the  other  three  to  induce  them  to 
arrive  at  a  decision  and  communicate  that  decision  to  the 
Association. 

Following  on  a  request  from  the  Leeds  Association,  it  was 
decided  to  convene  a  special  meeting  in  regard  to  the  can- 
didature of  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council. 

Mr.  Broadhead,  of  Dewsbury,  read 

Mr.  Maud's  Paper 

on  a  scheme  of  co-operative  production  and  distribution  for 
the  chemists  of  the  West  Riding.  Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell  said  in 
the  discussion  the  scheme  was  not  likely  to  be  altogether 
advantageous,  and  he  clung  to  the  idea  that  it  is  good  for 
a  man  to  have  his  own  distinctive  preparations.  Mr. 
Waddington  urged  that  they  should  fight  tooth  and  nail 
against  doing  away  with  the  individuality  of  the  chemist. 
He  did  not  favour  the  scheme  ;  neither  did  Mr.  Marshall 
nor  Mr.  Watson.  Mr.  Pickard  said  the  paper  contained 
matter  which  gave  much  food  for  reflection,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  they  should  at  least  give  another  evening  for 
more  detailed  discussion  of  it.  Mr.  Silson  thought  that  the 
proposals  involved  enormous  expense  in  advertising,  and  that 
wholesalers  would  be  disposed  to  take  effective  forms  of  re- 
taliation. The  President  dissented  from  that  view, 
and  asked  the  members  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  the 
scheme. 

Mr.  Broadhe&d,  in  reply,  said  Mr.  Maud  and  he  had  no 
idea  of  attempting  to  disturb  the  position  of  the  wholesale 
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houses.  They  simply  suggested  that  chemists  might  well 
co-operate  to  supply  themselves  with  a  few  simple  every-day 
thirigs  which  could  be  sold  in  competition  with  the  big 
drug- stores  and  the  co-operative  stores  without  any  great 
amount  of  advertising  at  all.  He  also  did  not  think  it  was 
at  all  likely  that  such  things  would  be  taken  up  as  would 
interfere  with  the  specialities  of  individual  chemists.  But 
in  any  case  all  that  was  asked  at  present  was  that  that  Asso- 
ciation would  appoint,  as  other  Associations  had  appointed, 
two  members  to  join  a  committee  representative  of  all  the 
West  Hiding  Associations  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  The 
members  so  appointed,  he  explained,  would  neither  commit 
themselves  nor  their  Association. 

Eventually  it  was  determined  that  the  Association  would 
appoint  two  members  to  join  the  committee,  the  members  to 
be  selected  at  a  future  meeting. 


Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  wss  held  at 
the  Albert  Restaurant,  Bournemouth,  on  March  17.  There 
were  present  Mr.  B.  Worth  (in  the  chair),  and  Messrs.  Morris, 
Bingham,  Bilson,  Scampton,  Gordon,  Hornby,  Hughes,  Jones, 
Robinson,  Botham,  Hatfield,  Pars,  Reid,  and  Rose  (Hon. 
Secretary).  The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Asso- 
ciations stating  the  objects,  &c,  of  the  Federation,  and  ask- 
ing that  the  Bournemouth  Association  should  join.  After 
discussion  Mr.  Botham  proposed,  and  Mr.  W.  Jones 
seconded,  that  the  Association  join  the  Federation,  and  also 
that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay  the  usual  subscrip- 
tion.   This  was  carried  unanimously. 

A  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  but 
very  litt  e  enthusiasm  was  shown  in  this  subj-ict,  as  it  was 
felt  there  was  very  little  prospect  of  its  advancement  this 
Session.  It  was  eventually  decided,  on  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Jones,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  "  that  Messrs.  Worth, 
Toom,  and  Ross  be  appointed  a  sub-commi'tee  to  watch  the 
Bill  and  interview  the  member  of  Parliament  for  the 
district  as  soon  as  considered  advisable." 

The  Dilke  Shops  Bill  was  next  considered.  The  Secre- 
tary presented  a  copy  of  the  Bill  as  printed,  and  sundry 
papers  relating  thereto.  Hereadtho^e  sections  of  the  Biil 
which  more  especially  affected  chemi-ts,and  pointed  out  the 
great  inconvenience  which  would  arise  from  its  adoption. 
Mr.  Morris  thought  something  ought  to  be  done  towards 
the  earlier  "  closing  "  of  shops,  but  certainly  thought  chemists 
ought  to  be  exempted  from  the  "  employment "  clauses.  He 
strongly  objected  to  any  interference  with  adult  labour. 
Mr.  Bingham  considered  the  whole  Bill  ought  to  be  oppo-ed 
in  toto.  Mr.  W.  Jones  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  it  they 
asked  for  a  more  definite  exemption  of  chemists  from  the 
Bill.  Mr.  Worth  propo-ed  that  the  Association  wait 
until  the  Bill  is  more  likely  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
Parliament  before  taking  action,  and  this  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 


Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

On  March  17  in  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax,  Mr.  F. 
Pilkington  Sargeant,  of  Leeds,  lectured  on  "  Radium," 
The  gathering  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Halifax  and 
District  Chemists'  Association,  and  formed  their  annual 
social  or  "ladies"  night.  Mr.  Clement  Fielding  (the 
President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  ga  hering 
of  members  with  their  wives  and  lady  friends.  "  The  Chair- 
man brought  with  him  instruments  and  apparatus  to 
illustrate  by  practical  demonstration  various  interesting 
items  in  connection  with  the  subject.  In  this  he  was 
assisted  by  Mr.  Lawton,  of  Leeds.  '  Mr.  Sargeant  prefaced 
his  discourse  by  a  reference  to  the  early  history  of  chemistry, 
and  ultimately  he  got  to  radium  itself.  Having  explained 
the  properties  of  the  emanation  and  the  kinds  of  rays 
evolved,  he  showed  experimentally  the  similarity  be  ween 
the  beta-rays  from  radium  and  the  cathode-rays  of  a  Crookes 
test-tube,  and  the  alpJta-radium  rays  and  Rontgen  rays. 
The  three  methods  of  determining  the  radio-activity  of  a 
substance  were  demonstrated.  Afterwards  the  action  of  the 
rays  on  the  diamond  and  other  gems  was  included  in  a  series 
of  fascinating  experiments.    The  President  moved  a  vo'e 


of  thanks  to  Mr.  Sargeant,  and  Mr.  H.  Hebden  (Hon. 
Secretary),  in  seconding,  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Sargeant  was  a  candidate  at  the  coming  election  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  he  hoped  they  would  all 
support  him.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  vote  of  thanks  was  most 
heartily  accorded.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  pleasantly 
spent  in  music  and  dancing.    A  supper  was  also  provided. 


Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  March  17  at  the 
Imperial  Temperance  Hotel,  Cheltenham,  the  President  (Mr. 
W.  Barron)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  A. 
Hdl,  Freshfield  Reynolds,  W.  E.  Church,  A.  P.  Arber,  J.  H. 
Hindley,  R.  Jeff,  W.  Dolman,  C.  H.  James,  B.  Bathhurst,  W.  T. 
8latter,  W.  H.  Hill,  A.  C.  Saxby,  and  J.  A.  Thomas  (Secretary). 
The  President  proposed  and  the  Secretary  seconded 
that  Mr.  Freshfield  Reynolds  (Glouces  er)  be  elected  Vice- 
President.  This  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  W.  Griffiths 
(Cirencester)  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Barlow  (Tewkesbury)  were  duly 
elected  members  of  the  Associa  ion,  thus  bringing  the  total 
membership  up  to  forty-seven.  The  question  of  the  Association 
joining  the  Federation  was  very  fully  discussed,  but  owing 
to  tin  unavoidable  absence  of  several  members  it  was 
decided  to  defer  the  vote  till  the  next  meeting.  A  sub-com- 
mittee was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  the  borough 
member's  (Mr.  Agg  Gardner)  support  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
Amendment  Bill. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  March  17,  the 
President  (Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley)  in  the  chair.  There  was 
a  very  good  attendance.  The  President  called  on  Mr. 
Thomas  Maben,  F.C.S.,  for  his  limelight  lecture  on  "  The 
Preparation  of  Serums  and  Vaccines."  At  the  close  of  the 
lecture,  which  has  already  been  reported  in  the  C.  <$•  I) , 
Drs.  H.  Gordon  Thompson  and  Murray  Cairns  and 
Messrs.  T.  F.  Abraham,  Buck,  and  Hornblower  asked 
questions,  which  were  very  fully  answered  by  Mr.  Maben. 
The  President,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks,  said  the  lecture 
was  extremely  interesting  and  v-duable,  and  he  had  listened 
to  it  with  very  great  pleasure.  Mr.  J.  Shacklady  seconded 
the  vote  of  thanks,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 


Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  March  16,  at 
Oriental  Caf6,  Leicester.  There  was  a  very  meagre  atten- 
dance. Mr.  G.  J.  B.  Woolley  took  the  chair,  and  there  were  also 
present  Messrs.  Clear,  Hind,  Hearnshaw,  E  B.  Ward,  Cadoux, 
Rowe,  and  S.  E.  Cleaver.  The  reports  of  the  Hon.  Secre- 
taries showed  that  the  Association  had  done  a  very  good  year's 
work,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  hand,  and 
the  membership  was  above  the  average.  Mr.  W.  Thirlby 
was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Hon. 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  Goodess  and  Hearnshaw,  were  re- 
elected, and  so  was  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Marfitt.  The 
members  of  committee  were  re  elected,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Handley  (retired  from  the  business),  his  place  being 
filled  by  Mr.  Harrison. 


Raspberry-vinegar.— The  following  is  the  method  of 
manufacturing  which  was  given  during  the  hearing  of  a 
prosecution  for  selling  adulterated  raspberry-vinegar  at 
Carlton  (Vic.)  : 

Fresh  raspberries  are  placed  in  a  quarter-cask  and  1  gal.  to 
li  gal.  of  acetic  acid  added,  the  whole  allowed  to  stand ;  the 
liquor  is  then  pressed  out.  Each  gallon  of  the  liquid  represents 
the  juice  of  7  lbs.  of  raspberries.  This  so-called  raspberry  acid 
is  preserved  until  wanted.  To  make  the  raspberry- vinegar, 
370  lb3.  of  white  sugar  is  put  in  a  63  gal.  cask,  65  gal.  of  the 
raspberry  acid  added,  172  oz.  of  acetic  acid,  95  oz.  of  sulphurous 
acid,  and  water  to  mike  up  the  63  gals.,  also  4  oz.  of  colouring- 
matter. 

A  conviction  followed  on  the  ground  that  the  statement  on 
the  label  "Made  from  Victorian-grown  raspberries"  would 
lead  a  purchaser  to  believe  that  the  vinegar  represented  a 
considerable  proportion  of  raspberries — say,  50  per  cent. 
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Jones. — On  March  17,  at  167  Anlaby  Road,  Hull,  the  wife 
of  R.  F.  Jones,  chemist,  of  a  son. 

Wilson. — At  21  Comely  Bank  Street,  Edinburgh,  on 
March  12,  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist 
(Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Limited),  of  a  daughter. 


flDarrtaoes. 


Brims — Couper. — At  the  County  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on 
March  16,  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Erskine,  West  U.F.  Church, 
Broxburn,  Donald  Brims,  chemist  and  druggist,  Broxburn, 
to  Marion  Barr,  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Couper, 
Newbridge. 

Vallance— ColleS. — On  March  12,  at  St.  James's  Church, 
Higher  Broughton,  Manchester,  by  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Stewart, 
M.A.,  Arthur  Clayton  Vallance,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (son 
of  the  late  Mr.  Geo.  Vallance,  of  Mansfield),  to  May  Bee, 
daughter  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Colles,  of  Belmont,  Higher  Broughton. 


Deatbs. 


Beals. — The  death  occurred  last  week  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Spencer  Beals,  who  since  1887  had  been  r  ffice  manager  and 
cashier  to  Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards  at  46  Holborn  Viaduct. 
Mr.  Beals  started  his  career  as  a  sailor  in  the  U.S.  merchant 
service,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  the  banking- 
house  of  his  father  (the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Beals.  of 
Canandaigua,  N.Y.),  and  succeeded  to  the  business  in  1864. 
After  continuing  as  a  private  banker  in  his  native  town,  he 
retired  from  same  in  the  year  1880,  and  removed  to  Detroit, 
Michigan,  beiDg  there  connected  with  the  city  government. 
In  1887,  when  sixty-five  years  of  age,  he  entered  Mr. 
Richards's  service,  and  held  his  post  until  the  beginning  of 
1903,  when  he  was  chosen  as  director  of  John  Morgan 
Richards  &  Sons  (Limited).  During  these  seventeen  years 
Mr.  Beals  was  scarcely  ever  absent  from  his  Ipost,  having 
enjoyed  excellent  health  up  to  within  a  fortnight  ago,  when 
he  was  seized  with  an  attack  of  pneumonia,  which  ended 
fatally  in  his  eighty-second  year. 

Bellingrodt. — At  Cologne,  on  March  9,  Friedrich 
Bellingrodt,  aged  seventy-three  years.  The  deceased  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  pharma- 
cists of  the  Rhineland.  He  was  inspector  of  pharmacies  for 
many  years  in  the  Diisseldorf  district,  and  in  addition  took 
an  active  part  in  public  matters.  He  was  an  ex-President  of 
the  German  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Apotheker  Verein). 

Love. —  At  the  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  on  March  17, 
Mr.  John  Campbell  Martin  Love,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Battlefield  Road,  Langside. 

Mills. — At  Bourne,  Lines,  on  March  17,  Mr.  Robert 
Mason  Mills,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-five.  Mr.  Mills 
had  carried  on  business  in  Bourne  for  about  sixty  years.  For 
some  time  he  was  chairman  of  both  the  lecal  gas  and  water 
companies,  and  as  a  churchman  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  restoration  of  the  Abbey  Church  at  Bourne.  Mr.  Mills 
some  forty  years  ago  discerned  the  immense  value  of  the 
choice  springs  and  water  at  Bourne,  and  commenced  what 
has  now  become  a  very  important  industry  in  the  town — the 
manufacture  of  mineral  waters.  Not  only  in  this  direction, 
but  in  many  others,  Bourne  owes  much  to  the  late  Mr.  Mills. 
He  has  not  only  been  a  successful  business  man;  but  he 
loved  the  old  town,  was  exceedingly  liberal  in  his  gifts,  and 
enjoyed  the  goodwill  of  all  classes.  The  funeral  took  place 
on  March  21  amid  many  tokens  of  public  respect  and  regret. 

Rees. — At  Cardigan,  on  March  4,  Mr.  Joseph  Rses, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-nine. 

Wylde.— At  Fulham,  on  March  7,  Mr.  George  Wylde, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-three. 


Business  Cbanaes, 


Messrp.  F.  Shearing  &  Co.,  essential  oil  agents,  have^ 
removed  to  43-45  Great  Tower  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Mr  J.  Clayton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ascot,  has  bought* 
the  nusiness  of  Mr.  G.  Farraday  at  High  Street,  Saffron 
Walden. 

Boots'  Cash  Chemists  (Limited)  have  removed  from 
38  Gold  Street  to  6  Gold  Street  and  2  The  Drapery,  North- 
ampton. 

At  Newport  (Mon),  the  premises  at  Nos.  6  and  7  Dock 
Street  have  been  let  to  Messrs.  John  Young  &  Sons,  chemists,. 
High  Street. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Sanders,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  St.  John's 
Hill,  S.W.,  has  bought  the  business  at  2  Station  Parade, 
Winchmore  Hill,  N. 

Mr.  S.  Briggs,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  open  at  165 
Whitecross  Street,  Old  Street,  E.C,  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
alterations  are  completed. 

Mr.  S.  Lester,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a- 
bandsom*  new  pharmacy  (fitted  by  J.  Bygrave  &  Sons,. 
289  City  Road,  E.C.)  at  Lynton,  North  Devon. 

Mr.  Stanley  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Tunbridge?' 
Wells,  has  bought  the  business  at  Truro  formerly  belonging, 
to  Mr.  Hamilton  James,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  W.  R  Hoare,  chemist  and  druggist,  6  Railway 
Place,  Fi-nchurch  Street,  E  C,  has  taken  over  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Hartshorn  &  Co.,  23  Cullum  Street,  E.C. 

The  stock  and  fixtures  of  the  drug-stores  hitherto  carried! 
on  in  Upper  Brook  Street,  Manchester,  by  Mr.  John; 
Parkinson  have  been  sold,  and  the  shop  is  now  closed. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Ford,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great  College- 
Street,  N.W.,  has  taken  over  from  Mr.  P.  N.  Choat,  the 
business  of  the  Red  Cross  Chemist  Company,  at  4  York  Road, 
Ilford. 

The  drug-store  in  Jackson  Street,  Hulme,  Manchester, 
lately  occupied  by  Messrs.  J.  M.  Graham  (Limited),  has 
again  changed  hands,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Radcliffe. 

Messrs.  J.  Dutson  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  relinquished 
their  business  at  St.  Helen's  Road,  Swansea,  and  have  dis- 
posed of  their  prescription-books,  as  well  as  those  belonging 
to  the  late  Mr.  C.  Yorath,  to  Mr.  D.  L.  Evans,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  James  Brelsford,  chemist  and  druggist,  51  Green- 
gate  Street,  Oldham,  has  disposed  of  his  share  and  inteiest 
in  the  chemist  and  druggist's  business  carried  on  at 
32  Bottom  o'  th'  Moor,  Oldham,  under  the  style  of  Mark 
Brehford. 

The  old-established  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Edward 
Turner,  chemisr,  in  the  High  Street,  Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  David  H.  Oxen,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Bridge  Street,  in  the  same  town,  and  it  will  be  carried 
on  as  a  branch. 

Owing  to  the  fire  which  occurred  on  his  premises  (C.  tfD~ 
March  19,  page  448),  Mr.  D.  J.  Lewis,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Clifton  Street,  Cardiff,  has  closed  his  shop  until  the  necessary 
repairs  have  been  executed,  but  he  has  intimated  that 
they  will  be  reopened  as  early  as  possible,  and  tenders 
thanks  for  the  grateful  sympathy  extended  to  him  by  his- 
many  friends. 


Turpentine  from  Pine-refuse. — A  company  has  been 
incorporated  in  Arizona,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  utilising  a  process  for  the  production  of  turpentine, 
and  other  chemical  by-products  from  pine-refuse.  A  plant 
is  to  be  established  in  connection  with  every  pine-mill  that 
will  guarantee  a  sufficient  quantity  of  refuse.  Opeiations 
are  to  commence  at  Lake  Charles,  La.,  on  May  1,  ai  d 
later  in  different  parts  of  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Mississippi. 
Mr.  Chas.  M.  Dobson  is  the  inventor  of  the  process,  and 
according  to  the  "New  York  Commercial"  he  predicts  that 
"  inside  of  two  years  the  company  will  control  the  turpentine- 
output  of  the  country." 
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Xegal  IReports, 


Trade  Law. 

A  Prize  Cap. — Mr.  Justice  Kennedy,  at  Birmingham  Assizes 
on  March  17,  heard  an  action  in  which  Messrs.  Tipper  &  Son, 
cattle-condiment  manufacturers  and  veterinary  chemists,  sought 
ti obtain  possession  from  the  Birmingham  Agricultural  Exhibition 
Society  and  from  Elkington  &  Co.,  silversmiths,  Newhall  Street, 
Birmingham,  of  a  challenge  cup,  value  10}  guineas,  and  also 
claimed  damages  for  its  retention.  In  19J2  the  plaintiffs  offered 
the  cup  as  a  priz9  at  the  Pat-stock  Show,  but  when  the  cup 
arrived  at  Bingley  Hall  the  Council  of  the  Society  refused  to 
exhibit  it  because  of  the  advertisements  upon  it  of  plaintiffs' 
products.  Messrs.  Tipper  declined  to  make  any  alteration,  and 
the  cup  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  linkers,  Mews.  Elking- 
ton. In  1903  the  Society  again  scheduled  the  prize,  but  refused 
to  exhibit  it  while  the  advertisements  remiined  upin  it.  Messrs 
Tipper  accordingly  arranged  for  it  being  exhibited  in  a  tradesman's 
window,  but  Messrs  Elkington  declined  to  give  up  the  cup  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Society.  Messrs.  Tipper  said  they  thereby 
lost  their  money,  and  also  the  advertisement  which  the  exhibition 
of  the  cup  would  have  brought.  The  defence  was  that  the  cup 
became  the  absolute  property  of  the  Agricultural  Society  when  it 
was  handed  over.  His  Ljrdship,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the 
plaintiffs  were  minded  to  do  a  liberal  thing  and  at  the  same  time 
secure  an  advantage  for  themselves  in  a  perfectly  lawful  manner. 
He  thought  that  the  true  relationship  of  the  parties  was  that  the 
trust  was  created,  the  Society  receiving  a  particular  thing  for  the 
fulfilment  of  a  certain  specitied  purpose.  The  question  was 
whether  it  was  a  part  of  the  conditions  that  the  cup  should  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  hall.  His  opinion  was  thit  the  terms  did  not  in- 
volve this  condition,  and  he  therefore  gave  judgment  for  the 
defendants,  with  costs. 


Pharmacy  Acts. 

Suing  for  Penalties. 

At  Maidstone  County  Court  on  March  17,  E.  Filmer,  of 
Middle  R)w,  Maidstone,  was  sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  two  penalties  of  51.  each  for  having  sold  poisons, 
he  not  bein^  a  registered  person.  Mr.  J.  Brennan,  solicitor, 
who  appeared  for  the  Society,  stated  that  defendant,  who 
was  not  present,  had  admitted  the  facts. 

Judge  Emden:  Can  you  prove  his  handwriting  ? 

Mr.  Brennan  :  I  do  not  think  I  can. 

Judge  Emden  :  Then  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  judgment 
for  you  to-day.    You  may  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  Brennan  said  that  on  December  17  last  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  went  to  defendant's  shop 
and  purchased  a  packet  of  white  precipitate  powder  and  a 
picket  of  oxalic  acid,  both  of  which  were  poisons  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Acts. 

Judge  E  nden  then  adjourned  the  case  to  the  next 
monthly  court,  to  enable  Mr.  Brennan  formally  to  prove 
defendant's  handwriting. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 

Gregory's  Powder. 

At  St  Albans  on  March  17,  Mr.  Alber;  Caarles  Wells, 
chemist  and  druggist,  23  High  Street,  St.  Albans,  was 
summoned  for  selling  1  oz.  of  Gregory's  powder  which  the 
public  aaalyst  certified  to  contain  magnesium  carbonate. 
The  defendant  said  magnesium  oxide  was  prepared  by 
heating  magnesium  carbonate,  and  unfortunately  in  this  case 
it  was  removed  before  the  change  had  taken  place,  and  a 
portion  was  left  behind.  He  had  been  unfortunate  enough 
to  get  a  sample  which  was  not  perfect,  and  hence  the 
result  Mr.  C.  Woollam,  who  occupied  the  chair,  said  the 
majority  of  the  B  mch  considered  this  a  serious  matter,  and 
defendant  was  lined  11.  and  costs. 

Arsenic  in  Creaji  of  Tartar. 

On  March  15  at  Melton  Mowbray,  Bell's  Stores  (Limited) 
were  charged  with  selling  cream  of  tartar  which  the  public 
analyst  certified  to  contain  J-  gr.  of  arsenic  to  the  pound 
Defendants  admitted  the  correctness  of  the  analysis,  and 
Mr.  T.  B.  Sproston,  for  the  defence,  said  cream  of  tartar  is 
made  in  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  from  the  residue  left  after 
the  wine  had  been  made.    Samples  from  this  coDS'gument 


had  been  submitted  to  the  county  ana'ysts  for  Lancashire, 
who  had  in  the  first  instance  failed  to  discover  arsenic  in 
then;  but  when  this  summons  was  issued  and  the  matter 
being  again  brought  to  their  notice,  the  analysts  did  discover 
arsenic,  bu';  they  stated  than  they  should  never  have  done  so 
had  not  their  attention  been  specially  caded  to  the  necessity 
of  searching  for  it.  There  were,  Mr.  Sproston  said,  two  ex- 
planations as  to  how  the  arsenic  might  g-t  in  it.  In  Spain, 
F ranee,  and  Italy  the  vine-growers  are  bound  under  very 
heavy  penalties  to  wash  their  vines  twice  a  year  with 
'•  Scheele's  green,"  which  is  composed  of  sulphate  of  copper 
and  arsenic.  No  less  than  49  000  tons  of  this  material 
is  exported  to  these  countries  every  year  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  quite  conceivable  therefore  j  that  the  grapes  them- 
selves might  bo  impregnated  with  arsenic.  Another  ex- 
planation is  that  the  soil  of  Spain  is  largely  impregnated 
with  pyrites  or  mineral  matter  producing  arsenic,  and 
that  might  be  absorbed  by  the  vine3.  Mr.  Charles  Henry 
Clarke,  representative  of  the  wholesale  house  from  whom  the 
cream  of  tartar  was  obtained,  said  they  had  been  in  business 
for  over  a  hundred  years,  and  had  never  had  such  a  case 
before.  Other  evidence  having  been  given,  the  Bench  dis- 
missed the  case  on  payment  of  costs. 

Milk  o?  Sulphur. 

At  Leven,  on  March  16  William  Myers,  of  Brandesburton, 
was  summoned  for  selling  milk  of  sulphur  which  the 
analyst's  certificate  show-id  to  consist  of  50-75  per  cent,  of 
milk  of  sulphur  an  1  49  25  parts  of  sulphate  or  lime.  De- 
fendant pleided  ignorance,  and  said  he  was  unaware  of  the 
altered  character  of  the  drug.  His  excuse  was  accepted,  and 
a  nominal  fine  of  2i.  6cl.  and  costs  imposed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Cotton  seed  Oil. 

In  the  City  of  London.  Court  on  March  18,  before  Judge 
Rentoul,  K.C  ,  the  ciss  of  Joy  u.  Palmer,  which  was  partly 
heard  on  January  22,  and  reported  in  these  columns,  was 
finally  disposed  of.  It  was  an  action  respecting  cotton-seed 
oil  supplied,  the  contract  stipulating  that  it  should  be  free 
from  steadn  at  40°  F.  Part  of  the  oil  supplied  became 
thick  below  that  temperature.  Mr.  Joy,  of  the  plaintiff  tirm, 
in  the  course  of  his  evidence,  said  his  firm  realised  that  it  is 
rather  risky  to  sell  oil  without  any  limit  as  to  temperature, 
and  therefore  they  qualify  their  contracts  by  saying  that  the 
oil  cannot  be  submitted  to  a  lower  temperature  than  40°  F. 
What  is  understood  in  Marseilles  as  stearin-free  oil  is 
described  by  the  American  oil-merchants  in  Marseilles  as 
"winter  oil.'  The  Fre  .ch  description  for  the  same  oil  is 
"dem<rgarine  oil."  The  sample  of  oil  objected  to  by  the 
defendants  was  precisely  the  same  as  the  oil  which  they  bad- 
sent  out.  The  oil  was  quite  cloudy  when  it  was  sent  out,  or 
nearly  so.  Mr.  Eiwa'd  Lionel  Parrott,  clerk  to  the  Produce 
Brokers'  Company  (Limited),  corroborated  Mr.  Joy  with 
regard  to  the  effect  of  temperature  on  oils,  and  said  that 
stearin  should  not  be  apparent  in  oil  at  a  minimum 
temperature  of  40 As  soon  as  the  temperature  went  below 
40°  it  would  become  cloudy.  If  any  contract  were  to 
contain  the  expression  "  stearin-free,"  literally  it  would  mean 
there  is  absolutely  no  stearin  in  the  oil  at  all,  bat  that  is  not 
the  custom  of  the  trade.  What  the  expression  commercially 
amounts  to  is  that  the  stearin  should  be  invisible  at  a 
certain  temperature.  Mr.  Banks  addressed  the  Court  for  the 
defendants,  and  called  Mr.  Palmer,  who  said  when  oil  is 
supplied  demargarine  it  means  that  it  is  free  from  margarine 
or  vegetable  matter,  which  practically  means  stearin-free.  Mr. 
S.  Diethelm,  oil-merchant,  Marseilles,  said  he  sent  over  the  sam- 
ples of  the  oil  in  dispute.  It  was  not  demargarine ;  it  was  bad 
when  it  arrived.  Dr.  Newton,  F.I.C  ,  F.C.8.,  said  he  exanrned 
the  samplesjof  oil  in  question,  and  they  wete  not  >tearin-free. 
By  extracting  the  stearin  fiom  the  oil  ic  became  bright 
and  beautiful.  The  oil  had  not  gone  through  the  proper 
process  of  filtration.  Mr.  John  Davidson  cjpence,  F.C  S.,  who 
assisted  Dr.  Newton,  corroborated.  Judge  Rentoul  said  he 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Joy  had  done  anything 
intentionally  wrong.  In  the  first  action  his  judgment  would 
be  for  the  defendants,  with  costs  ;  but  in  the  second  action 
he  thought  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover  twenty 
guineas  and  their  costs. 
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DeeD  of  Brranoement, 


Hopkinson,  Walter  Wray,  53  St.  Sepulchre  Gate,  Doncaster, 
and  11*  Bentley  Road,  Bentley,  near  Doncaster,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Trustees  and  sureties,  Joseph  H.  Glover,  I.A., 
6  Priory  Place,  Doncaster,  and  another.  Dated,  March  14  ; 
filed,  March  21.  Secured  creditors,  2,656?.  15  s. ;  liabilities 
unsecured,  2,543?.  14$.  lid. ;  estimated  net  assets,  737?.  14s.  2d. 
Composition  of  5s.  in  the  pound  by  two  equal  instalments  on 
June  1  and  September!!,  1904,!'>ecured  by  trustees,  with  assign- 
ment to  them  upon  trust,  &c.  The  following  are  scheduled 
as  creditors : 


Astwood,  E.  G.,  Addlestone   

Batger  &  Co.,  London   

BeastxII.  S.,  Doncaster  ... 

Beaufoy  <fe  Co.,  London  

Bush  &  Co  ,  London   

Carsons  (Limited),  Glasgow 

Cook  &  Co.  (Limited),  London  

Dowse,  — ,  London...       ...       ...  ... 

Globe  Supply  Company,  London 

Grimble  &  Co.,  London  

Hill  &  Underwood,  London 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds   

Keene  &  Co.,  London   

Kilner  Brothers,  Conisborough  

Kimber,  A.  W.,  Doncaster   

Lovell  &  Co.,  Newport 
Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  ... 
Paraznne  Company  (Limited),  Glasgow 
Poppleton,  H.,  &  Son,  Lincoln  ... 

Selbv,  Dr.,  Doncaster   

•  Slack's      Mineral  -  water  Company 

(Limited',  Doncaster 

Stollverck  &  Co.,  Loudon   

Verity  &  Baddiley,  Donca9ter  ... 
West  of  England  Varnish  Compiny, 

Bristol     ...       ...  ...   

Bankers'  claims   
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Partly  Secured  Creditor. 
Glover,  J.  H.,  Doncaster  

Trust-deed. 

A  circular  letter  has  been  issued  by  Messrs.  Gray  &  Kellas, 
Aberdeen,  to  the  effect  that  a  trust-deed  has  been  signed  by  Mr. 
James  Caird,  chemist  and  druggist,  Billater,  on  behalf  of  his 
creditors,  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Beaton,  bank  agent,  Ballater,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  C.  Bonner,  wholesale  druggist,  Aberdeen.  The 
trustees  have  sold  the  business  at  a  price  which  will  enable  a 
dividend  of  15s.  to  16s.  in  the  pound  to  be  paid  on  claims  of  460?. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


He  Wm.  Alfred  Couch,  14  Percy  Street,  Hanley,  Homoeo- 
pathic medicine  Dealer. — A  meeting  of  credit  >rs  was  held  on 
March  18,  when  accounts  were  presented  showing  gross  liabilities 
amounting  to  249?.  16s.  4c?.,  and  assets  valued  at  39?.  8s.  Debtor 
attributed  his  failure  to  want  of  capital  and  insufficient  profits  to 
meet  expenses.  The  case  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official 
Receiver. 

Be  Alfred  Cartmell,  Alrawas,  Staffordshire,  Analytical 
Chemist. — The  public  examination  was  held  on  March  16  at 
Burton-on-Trent,  and  it  was  elicited  that  upon  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1888  debtor  took  over  his  business  as  an  analytical 
chemist,  when  he  was  entitled  to  half  his  father's  estate,  valued 
at  5007.  The  business  dwindled  away,  until  in  1898  it  ceased. 
For  three  years  he  had  been  employed  as  agent  to  a  sugar  company 
at  a  salary  of  1007.  per  annum,  but  this  also  ceased,  and  he  is  at 
present  out  of  employment.  The  liabilities  are  stated  at  293?., 
and  no  available  assets.    Debtor  was  allowed  to  piss. 

Be  James  Dorkin  Harmer,  17  and  75  St.  Leonard's  Road, 
Windsor,  Chemist  and  Druggist.— The  first  meeting  of  creditors 
was  held  on  March  16  at  the  offices  of  the  Official  Receiver, 
14  Bedford  Row,  W.C.,  before  Mr.  Cecil  Mercer,  Senior  Official 
Receiver.  Particulars  of  affairs  were  published  in  last  week's 
issue  (page  466).  Having  dealt  with  the  proofs,  the  Official 
Receiver  said  the  debtor  appeared  to  have  come  to  the  court  as 
soon  as  he  found  that  he-was  insolvent,  and  had  not  followed  the 
somewhat  common  practice  of  debtors  in  frittering  away  the 
bulk  of  his  assets  in  paying  out  executions  before  becoming 


bankrupt.  Mr.  Rylands,  solicitor  for  the  debtor,  said  that  he 
had  carried  on  business  in  the  town  for  a  good  many  years,  and 
until  recently  had  managed  to  make  a  fair  living.  A  year  or  two 
ago,  however,  owing  to  the  competition  of  drug-stores  that  had 
opened  in  the  town,  the  debtor  took  out  a  wine-and-spirit  licence, 
and  carried  on  that  trade  in  conjunction  with  his  business  as  a 
chemist  and  his  appointment  as  sub-postmaster.  In  the  result, 
complaints  were  made  to  the  postal  authorities  that  wines  and 
spirits  should  not  be  sold  at  a  post-office,  and  eventually  the 
authorities  gave  him  notice  that  he  must  give  up  the  wine- 
business  or  relinquish  his  appointment  as  postmaster,  which  he 
had  held  for  twenty-six  years.  The  debtor  then  decided  to 
transfer  the  wine-business  to  other  premises,  and  did  so,  but  the 
Magistrates  refused  to  transfer  the  licence,  and  in  these  circum- 
stances debtor  found  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  file  his  petition. 
Debtor  is  now  in  a  situation  as  manager  to  a  chemist  at 
Brighton.  Some  discussion  took  place,  but  in  the  end  no  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  and  the  matter'  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver  to  wind  up. 


<3a3ette* 


The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Ackroyd,  Edward  Ii8e,  Highbridge,  Somerset,  veterinary 
surgeon, 

Adamson,  George  Perceval,  Handsworth,  Staffordshire, 
and  Birmingham,  bachelor  of  medicine. 

Gibson,  Walter  Leonard,  Loughborough,  Leicestershire, 
drug-dealer. 


flew  Gompaniea  &  Company  flews. 


Vulcan  Polish  and  Soap  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
5,000?.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried 
on  by  the  Vulcm  Polish  and  Soap  Company,  at  Bradford,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  metal  polish,  cleaning, 
polishing,  and  scouring  preparations,  soap,  varnish,  oil,  fat,  grease, 
waste  and  cleaning  cloth3  and  disinfectants,  &c.  No  initial 
public  issue.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

W.  T.  Symes  (Limited) — Capital  500?.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  acquire  the  business  now  carried  on  at  66  Stokes  Croft, 
Bristol,  as  W,  T.  Symes,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  dentists, 
druggists,  drysilters,  oil  and  colour  man,  importers  and  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in  artificial  teeth  and  limbs  and  other 
appliances,  &c.  W.  T.  Symes,  66  Stokes  Croft,  Bristol,  dental 
mechani",  is  one  of  the  first  subscribers.  The  first  directors  are 
W.  T.  Havnes,  F.  M.  Fletcher,  and  J.  G.  Symes.  Registered 
office,  66  Stoke3  Croft,  Bristol. 

Amber  Resin  Company  (Limited). — Capital  70,000?.,  in  17. 
shares  (35,000  preference).  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
importers,  minufacturers  and  vendors  of  and  dealers  in  resin  and 
all  kinds  of  resinous  substances,  vegetable  products,  pharma- 
ceutical, medicinal,  and  chemical  compounds,  cements,  oils, 
paints,  pigments,  varnishes,  drugs,  and  dyeware,  miners,  metal- 
lurgists, workers  of  and  deilers  in  metals  and  mineral  substances 
of  any  kind,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers  are  to 
appoint  the  first  directors  ;  remuneration  507. 

Vernon  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  7,000?.,  in  17.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  manufacturers  and  weavers 
of  surgical  and  antiseptic  goods,  bleachers,  dyers,  manufacturers 
of  ring-travellers,  ring  flyers,  parts  and  change  pieces  for  cotton, 
woollen,  and  silk  spinning  and  weaving  machinery,  <fcc  ,  carried  on 
by  a  company  of  the  same  name  at  Penwortham  Mill,  Walton-le- 
Dale,  Lanc3.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
R.  V.  Brocklehurst,  H.  Dewhurst,  G.  Hurst,  F.  J.  Orrell,  J.  J. 
Rawsthorn,  J.  W.  Vernon,  and  C  White.  Qualification,  100?. 
Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  Pen- 
wortham Mill,  Penwortham  near  Preston,  Lanes. 

W.  H.  Bowers  &  Co.  (Limited). —Registered  in  Dublin. 
Capital  5,000?.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemists,  deotists,  and  opticians,  carried  on  at 
Great  Brunswick  Street,  Dublin,  by  W.  H.  Bowers  &  Co.  The 
first  subscribers  are  Wm.  Preston,  The  Diamond,  Malahide, 
chemical- merchant ;  Mrs.  J.  Preston,  The  Diamond,  Malahide; 
F.  D.  Smyth.  18  Morehampton  Terrace,  Dublin,  pharmaceutical 
chemist ;  Miss  E.  Colley,  40  Mount  Pleasant  Square,  Ranelagh, 
Dublin ;  W.  B.  Black,  50  Great  Charles  Street,  Dublin,  B.L.  ; 
F.  S.  Preston,  Sanville,  Ballintemple,  Cork,  commercial  agent; 
and  J.  A.  Preston,  4  St.  James's  Road,  Surbiton,  Surrey,  medical 
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practitioner.  The  first  directors  are  W.  Preston,  J.  Preston, 
F.  S.  Preston,  and  W.  B.  Black.  Qualification,  500/.  Remunera- 
tion  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Begistered  office,  161  Great 
Brunswick  Street,  Dublin. 

Steel,  Murdoch  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,0037.,  in  17. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  oE  manufacturing 
chemists,  wholesale  druggists,  and  druggists'  sundriesmen  carried 
on  by  I.  Steel  and  J.  Murdoch  at  70  Carlton  Boad,  Nottingham, 
as  "  Steel  &  Co.,"  to  carry  on  the  said  business,  and  to  employ 
qualified  persons  to  act  on  the  company's  behalf  a?  pharma- 
ceutical, analytical,  and  advising  chemists,  opticians,  &c.  The 
first  subscribers  are:  J.  Murdoch,  70  Carlton  Boad,  Nottingham, 
wholesale  druggist ;  I.  Steel,  16  Pyatt  Street,  Nottingham,  whole- 
sale druggist ;  B.  B.  Clarkson,  20  London  Boad,  chemist  and 
druggist;  J.  J.  B.  Woods,  34 A  Dawson  Street,  Nottingham, 
chemist  and  druggist;  W.  Perkins,  30  St.  Saviour's  Street,  Not- 
tingham, traveller ;  W.  Hodgson,  16  Pyatt  Street,  Nottingha-n, 
bricklayer;  and  W.  Crowther,  9  St.  Peter's  Gate,  Nottinghtm, 
clothier.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint 
the  first  directors.  Qualification,  twenty -five  shares.  Bemunera- 
tion  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Begistered  office,  70  Carlton  Boad, 
Nottingham. 

Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson  (Limited).— 
Capital  50,0007.,  in  107.  shares  (1,000  5-per-cent.  cumulative  pre- 
ference). Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  wholesale  druggists, 
manufacturing  chemists,  &c,  carried  on  by  J.  Willows,  T.  H. 
Francis,  C.  Butler,  H.  A.  Thompson,  H.  J.  Willows,  and  E  C. 
Butler,  at  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.  (formerly  at  101  High 
Holborn,  W.C.),  and  elsewhere,  and  to  carry  on  the  same  and  the 
business  of  consulting  and  analytical  chemists  and  druggists, 
Bmelters  and  refiners  of  ores,  assayers,  rectifiers,  drysalters,  oil- 
refiners,  essence  -  manufacturers,  distillers  of  essential  oils, 
perfumes,  manufacturers  of  ingredients  for  aerated,  mineral,  and 
artificial  waters  and  other  drinks,  brewers'  chemists,  foap  and 
cosmetic  manufacturers  and  retailers,  oil  and  colour  men, 
manufacturers  of  electrical,  chemical,  photographic,  surgical, 
and  scientific  apparatus  and  materials,  makers  of  toilet-re 
quisites,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  J.  Willows,  40  Aldersgate 
Street,  EC,  wholesale  druggist  ;  T.  H  Francis,  40  Aldersgate 
Street,  E.C,  wholesale  druggist;  C.  Butler,  40  Aldersgate  Street, 
E.C,  wholesale  druigist ;  H.  A.  Thompson,  40  Aldersgate  Street, 
E.C,  wholesale  druggist;  H.  J  Willows,  40  Aldersgate  Street, 
E.G.,  wholesale  druggist ;  E.  C.  Butler,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C, 
wholesale  druggist ;  and  Mrs.  A.  Thompson,  Bosemead,  Potter's 
Bar.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  J.  Willows, 
T.  H.  Francis,  C  Butler,  and  H.  A.  Thompson.  Qualification, 
10  shares.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Begistered 
office,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 


Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson  (Limited). — 
This  old-established  business  has  for  private  and  family 
reasons  been  converted  into  a  limited-liability  company. 
The  shares  in  the  company  are  all  retained  by  the  partners 
in  the  old  firm,  the  four  seniors  being  directors  of  the 
company. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — The  report  for 
1903,  to  be  submitted  at  the  meeting  at  Liverpool  on 
March  25,  shows  a  net  profit  of  202  6367.  The  amount 
brought  forward  was  80  2907.— together  282  9267.,  less  transfer 
to  debenture-redemption  fund  account,  15  0007.  It  is  proposed 
to  pay  the  dividend  nn  the  7  per  cent,  preference  shares  and 
to  carry  forward  80  0477. 

D.  Thom  Domeier  &  Co  (Limited).— Another  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  is  to  be  held  in  Manchester  on  March  24 
to  consider  resolutions  for  amalgamation  with  Thomas 
Hedley  &  Co.  (Limited).  At  a  meeting  on  February  9  (see 
C.  4'  D.,  February  13,  page  270),  it  will  be  remembered,  the 
proposal  was  negatived  by  a  show  of  hands ;  but  the 
directors  now  inform  shareholders  that  proxies  have  been 
received  representing  100  8757.  of  the  capital  in  favour  of 
the  scheme,  as  against  21.2007.  dissenting. 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited). — The  ordinary  general 
meeting  of  this  company  was  held  on  March  18,  at  Cannon 
Street  Hotel,  EC,  Mr.  G.  Beetham  Batchelor  presiding. 
The  Chairman  said  that  the  company  had  no  complaints  to 
make  so  far  as  sales  were  concerned,  the  only  point  being 
that  there  was  some  delay  on  the  part  of  small  traders  in 
making  prompt  payments.  That,  however,  had  not  in  a 
material  way  affected  the  doubtful  debts ;  in  fact  the  bad 
debts  were  less  than  1  per  cent.  Mr.  Edwards  said  that 
while  congratulating  the  directors  on  the  16-per-cent  divi- 
dend, he  thought  that  it  gave  too  much  publicity  to  the 


profits  of  the  business.  A  16-per-cent.  dividend  might  cause 
the  starting  of  competitors.  He  thought  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  business  if  the  shares  were  divided  into 
two  shares  and  the  shareholders  received  two  8-per-cent. 
dividends.  The  Chairman  said  the  question  was  an  impor- 
tant one,  and  the  board  had  taken  the  preliminary  step  of 
ascertaining  what  the  law  allowed.  The  directors  found 
rhat  under  the  conditions  of  the  joint-stock  companies'  laws 
the  arrangement  could  not  be  carried  out. 

Dental  Companies. — The  following  have  been  registered 
to  carry  on  business  as  dentist?,  teeth  specialists,  or  the 
like  : 


Name. 


Mr.AppIeton,  .Surgeon 

Dentist  (Liin.) 
W.  H.  Baker,  Surgeon 

Dentists  (Lim.) 
Cargill&Sinitti(Lim.) 

Cook    &  Thompson 

Dautal  Co.  ( Lim.) 
H.  S.  Gibbous  (Lim.) 

Robert  A.  Haekett 
Dentist  (Lim.) 

National  Institute  of 
Ireland  (Lim.) 

Weller  Parker  Teeth 
Mfg.  Co.  (Lim.) 


Capital. 

Directors. 

£ 

530 

503 

3,000 
200 
400 

D.  S.  Cargill  and 
P.  Smitli 

E.  D.    Cook  and 
C  A.  Thompson 

500 

... 

250 

1,000 

E.  Parker  and  H. 
■\Veller 

Addr?«. 


5  Dtrffenn  Terrace, 
Bangor,  Co.  Down 

5  Market  Street, 
Crediton 

6  High  Street, 
Aston 

71  Uildyavd  Terrace, 
Shildon,  Durham 

33  (Irand  Parage 
Cork 

90  South  Mall,  Cork 

23  Suffolk  Street, 

Dublin 
52    Biggin  Street, 
Dover 


Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay. — Mr.  Thomas  Barclay 
(the  Chairman)  presided  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  this  company,  held  at  the  offices  in  Lower  Priory, 
Birmingham,  on  March  18.  Moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  (C.  S;  March  19,  page  468),  he  said  that,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  capital  which  this  year  has  had  to 
he  pr  ividel  for,  the  directors  had  been  enabled  to  pay  the 
same  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  as  in 
former  years.  They  also  proposed  to  increase  the  reserve 
by  1.0007 ,  and  to  carry  an  increased  amount  forward  to  the 
next  year's  account.  If  these  sums  be  added  to  the  reserve 
it  will  then  amount  to  something  over  10  0007.,  and  this 
without  taking  into  account  anything  for  the  inner  reserve. 
The  year's  results  are  all  the  more  pleasing  because  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  business  of  the  yeir  has  had  to 
be  carried  on,  owing  to  reorganisation  and  rebuilding,  which 
he  explained.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  work  done  in 
the  laboratories.  The  volume  of  trade  done  during  the 
past  year,  both  home,  foreign,  and  colonial,  was,  in  the 
aggregate,  in  excess  of  any  preceding  year.  In  some 
of  the  departments  there  was  of  necessity  a  falling-off. 
This  was  notably  the  case  with  cod-liver  oil,  which  is 
one  of  the  company's  most  important  manufactures. 
The  failure  of  the  cod-fishing  and  the  consequent  famine- 
paces  told  heavily  against  the  business  in  that  department. 
This  season  they  learned  from  their  works-manager  that 
there  is  a  marked  improvement.  The  fish  are  fatter,  and 
the  seals  have  not  as  jet  put  in  an  appearance;  but.  on  the 
other  hand,  stormy  weather  prevails,  and  consequently  but 
few  fish  have  been  taken  as  yet  in  the  Lofotens,  where  the 
best  oil  is  manufactured,  and  where  the  company's  fisheries 
are  situated.  The  lint,  cotton,  bandage,  and  surgical- 
dressing  mills,  both  at  Saltley  and  Bromsgrove,  have  been 
fully  employed  during  the  past  year,  and,  notwithstanding 
much  disorganisation,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
of  business.  Notwithstanding  the  cold  and  cheerless 
summer,  the  table-water  department  had  had  a  record  year. 
Th^  profits,  however,  were  but  small  on  the  turnover,  because 
of  the  moderate  prices  charged  and  the  extra  co-t  incurred 
in  di-tilliog  and  purifying  the  water.  The  ordinary  shares 
set  at  liberty  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Barclay  and  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Alfred  Southall,  F.C.S.  (who  had  been  a 
partner  in  the  old  business  and  director  of  the  company  for 
over  forty  years),  had  been  taken  up  by  the  remaining 
members  of  the  board,  so  that,  as  from  the  commencement, 
the  directors  continued  to  hold  amongst  thena  the  whole  of 
the  ordinary  shares  of  the  company.  The  report  having 
been  formally  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Southall,  it  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Thos.  Barclay,  the  retiring  director,  was 
re-elected.    .  .       .    .  i 
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association  Mlaos. 


The  Purpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach'rous  ivork  — 

these  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

XIL — CAEDIFF. 

Ba^y  seaport  of  Wales,  Saxon  poesy  pales 

In  the  gleain  of  true  Cymric  lays, 
But  we  try,  nothing  loth,  to  do  justice  to  Eoath, 

And  the  joys  of  Canton  and  Cathays, 
Though  our  praise 

Is  but  echo  of  plebeian  phrase. 

Now,  at  Cardiff  there  meet  many  brethren  who  greet 

IDs  of  Craft  that  is  fickle  and  fain 
"With  a  smile  and  a  quip  ;  heeding  naught  of  the  Whip 

That  engenders  a  feeling  of  pain, 
They  refrain, 

"  Quite  immute,"  Says  impeccable  Drane. 

But  when  Anthony  rape  for  attention,  the  taps 

Of  free  speech,  undiluted,  are  turned 
On  the  things  that  have  stirred,  by  the  deed  or  the  word, 

And  from  Wick  unto  Wigan  have  burned, 
Till  we  learned 

That  the  aims  of  the  Craft  had  been  spurned. 

Therefore  Hagon  they  choose  to  put  forward  the  views 

And  the  wide  aspirations  of  Wales, 
And  good  Mumford  sends  out  various  missives  to  flout 

The  claque  of  officialdom's  tales  ; 
But  it  fails 

To  effect  an  embargo  on  "  Stales." 

There  is  Mslins  who  fights  for  the  chemist  whose  rights 

Are  assailed  by  the  pnllers  of  teeth, 
And  with  vigour  he  seeks  for  a  number  of  weeks 

To  get  succour  above  or  beneath, 
Till  the  sheath 

Of  his  darts  he'll  to  others  bequeath. 

There  are  Bellamy,  Hicks,  L^wis,  Joseph,  and  Dix, 
Hughes,  and  Jenkins,  and  many  men  more ; 

All  are  anxious  to  gain  mutual  friendship  like  Drane, 
That  master  of  archiic  lore, 
Who  can  pour 
Piquant  axioms  out  by  the  score. 

So  with  Coleman  and  Clarke  (men  of  work,  men  of  mark), 

Alien,  Griffiths,  and  Williams,  who  sow 
Fuiitful  seed  in  the  fields  that  prosperity  yields, 

And  who  smartly  would  cut  out  the  low 
Cutting  co. 

With  a  "Buying  ani  Selling  Bureau." 


Cbemfcal  Society 


THE  annual  general  meeting'  was  held  at  Burlington  House, 
on  Wednesday  afternoon,  March  23,  when  the  chair  was 
taken  by  the  President  (Professor  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S.). 

The  Report  on  the  Year's  Work 

was  read  by  tha  Senior  Secretary.  During  the  year  170  new 
Bellows  have  been  elected,  bringing  the  total  roll  of  the 
tiociety  up  to  2,734  members.  The  scientific  work  done 
shows  no  diminution  in  quality  or  quantity,  18  L  papers  having 
been  communicated  of  which  110  have  been  published  in  the 
"  Journal,''  in  addition  to  3,882  abstracts  of  papers  appearing 
in  foreign  periodicals.  References  were  also  made  in  the 
repoit  to  the  increased  accommodation  recently  provided  in 
the  library,  the  publication  of  the  decennial  index,  Part  I.  of 
Vihicii  has  already  appeared,  and  to  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  annual  index  is  now  issued.  Since  the  dismissal  of  the 
late  assistant-secretary  on  April  22,  a  complete  revolution  of 
the  method  of  managing  the  Society's  finances  has  been 
effected  ;  in  future  the  financial  year  will  be  coincident  with 
the  calendar  year  and-the  accounts  will  be  audited  by  pro- 


fessional accountants,  with  the  assistance  of  honorary 
auditors  selected  by  the  Fellows. 

Professor  Dixon,  in  proposing  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
drew  attention  to  the  twenty-eight  withdrawals  from  the 
Society,  and  suggested  that  the  Council  might  well  offer  an 
inducement  to  Fellows  to  become  life  members  by  lowering 
the  composition  fee  to  about  20/.,  instead  of  the  28/.  now 
required.  This  suggestion  did  not  meet  with  the  approval 
of  Dr.  Moody,  who  proposed  that  the  composition  fee  should 
be  arranged  on  a  "life-expectation"  basis,  and  pointed  out 
that  on  the  present  system  life  compositions  result  in  a  con- 
siderable loss  to  the  Society.  The  formal  business  having 
been  disposed  of,  the  President,  in  accordance  with  a  long- 
established  custom,  proceeded  to  deliver  an  address,  which 
may  be  described  as 

A  Review  of  English  Chemistry  since  1860. 
Commencing  with  a  short  description  of  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Chemical  Society  which  he  attended  in  1862,  he  alluded 
biiefly  to  the  predominance  at  that  time  of  Berzelius's  views 
as  to  the  constitution  of  compounds,  to  the  supersession  of 
these  views  by  the  "type"  and  "extended  type  "  theories, 
and  the  final  triumph  of  the  theory  of  substitution.  In  the 
course  of  this  sketch  reference  was  made  to  a  number  of 
the  classical  memoirs  by  Williamson,  Frankland,  von  Hof- 
mann,  Kolbe,  and  others,  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Society's  "Transactions"  and  "Memoirs."  Unfortunately 
the  Society  has  not  published  all  the  classical  memoirs 
which  have  been  entrusted  to  it,  and  in  this  connection  the 
President  particularly  regretted  the  loss  of  Newland's  paper 
on  the  "  Law  of  Octaves." 

At  the  close  of  the  President's  address,  Professor  Emerson 
Reynolds,  in  the  course  of  a  graceful  tribute  to  the  scientific 
interest  and  happy  style  of  the  address,  made  the  usual 
request  that  the  President  would  allow  it  to  be  printed  in 
the  "  Transactions  " — a  proposal  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
David  Howard,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Society  were  then 
proposed  by  Dr.  Divers,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Spiller,  who 
gave  some  interest- 
ing reminiscences 
of  Chemical  Society 
meetings  in  the  old 
premises  at  Han- 
over Square. 

During  the  meet- 
ing the  ballot  for 
the  election  of 
officers  for  the  en- 
suing year  was 
taken,  and  the 
Fellows  selected  by 
the  Council  were 
elected.  The  princi- 
pal change  amongst 
ihe  leading  officers 
is  the  retirement  of 
Dr.  Alexr.  Scott, 
Director  of  the 
Davy-Faraday  Re- 
search Laboratory, 
from  the  senior 
secretaryship.  This 
position  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  Professor 
Palmer  -  Wynne, 
F.R.S.,  who  is  succeeded  in  the  junior  secretaryship 
by  Dr.  Martin  Onslow  Forster,  assistant- professor  of 
chemistry  at  the  Royal  College  of  Science,  South  Kensington. 
Dr.  Forster  has  been  a  member  of  the  Society  since  1892. 
He  is  a  D.Sc.  London,  and  Ph.D.  Wiirzburg,  and  is  distin- 
guished for  his  researches  in  organic  synthesis,  especially  in 
regard  to  camphor  Dr.  Forster  succeeded  Dr.  Paimer- 
Wynne  at  the  Rsyal  College  of  Science  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  professorship  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Rubber  Goods  are  best  preserved  in  the  dark  kept  either 
under  water  or  in  chalk-powder.  This  information  was  given  to 
the  Victorian  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  by 
Mr.  Fred.  Ornstein,  chemist  to  an  indiarubber  manufacturer  in 
Melbourne. 


Da.  M.  O.  Forster. 
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festivities. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  C.A.A.  held  it  5  twenty-sixth  annual  dinner  in  the 
Venetian  Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  March  17. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Britton  (the  President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  some 
two  hundred  guests  sat  down  to  dinner,  many  of  them  being 
old  C.A  A.  members.  Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs. 
C.  B.  Allen  (Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society), 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  Dr.  F.  Mollwo-Perkin,  J.  W.  Bowen,  W.  Watson- 
Will,  and  F.  A.  Rogers.  After  a  modest  but  well-served 
menu  had  been  disposed  of  came  the  toast-list.  The  acoustic 
properties  of  the  Venetian  Chamber  are  not  of  the  best,  and 
none  of  the  speakers  can  be  said  to  have  risen  to  the  occasion, 
but  the  speeches  had,  without  exception,  one  good  quality — 
brevity.  The  President  having  given  "  The  health  of  the 
King,"  Mr.  C.  Morley  propo-ed  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
From  some  remarks  of  the  Premier  in  the  House  of  Commons 
ic  was  understood,  said  Mr.  Morley,  that  the  Government 
intended  to  introduce  a  Pharmacy  Bill  of  its  own.  Could 
the  Council  give  any  idea  as  to  what  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  would  be  1  The  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  it 
appeared,  were  extending  the  exemptions  under  the  Medi- 
cine Stamp-duty  Acts,  which  will  come  into  force  at  the  end 
of  the  present  month,  to  other  than  pharmacists.  What 
action  was  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  taking  in  this  matter  1 
The  Vice-President,  who  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  was  very  guarded  in  his  statements,  and 
did  not  try  to  enlighten  his  audience  very  much.  The 
organisation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  said  Mr.  Allen, 
was  never  better  than  it  is  to-day.  It  was  not  abso- 
lutely complete  perhaps,  but  as  well  organised  as  such  a 
society  could  be.  The  Council  was  not  surprised  at  the 
announcement  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  with  regard 
to  a  Government  Pharmacy  Bill  a  few  nights  ago,  but  they 
might  rest  assured  that  nothing  inimical  to  pharmacy  could 
possibly  be  carried  by  the  strongest  Government  which  ever 
existed.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  at  present  before  the 
House,  much  more  is  now  known  of  it,  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  would  continue  to  push  it  forward.  As 
regards  the  recent  concession  made  by  the  Inland  Revenue, 
chemists  and  druggists  need  not  be  afraid  of  it.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  recent  deputation  to  Somerset  House — a 
deputation  which  had  come  in  for  a  good  deal  of  criticism 
because  it  did  not  say  everything  that  had  happened.  The 
conference  was  a  private  one,  and  was  understood  to  be 
private  from  the  beginning.  How,  therefore,  could  the 
deputation  have  said  what  occurred  '.'  The  deputation  had, 
Mr.  Allen  continued,  impressed  upon  the  Board  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  able  to  give  them  every  possible 
information,  and  at  the  last  Council-meeting  certain  members 
had  been  appointed  to  see  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
about  the  recent  concession  to  unregistered  men.  Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  in  giving  "  The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion," said  some  of  the  happiest  days  of  his  life  had  been 
spent  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  and  in  many  respects  he  envied 
them  their  present  position,  for  they  were  happy  in  being 
able  to  look  forward  with  delight  to  what  is  to  come.  It 
was  their  duty  to  their  craft  to  support  every  organisation 
which  enabled  them  to  look  forward  to  better  things,  and 
surely  the  most  miserable  thing-  in  life  is  to  think  that  one 
has  done  something  to  lower  the  status  of  one's  craft.  The 
Chairman,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  Association  is  in  a 
healthy  condition,  the  present  session  having  been  a  very 
successful  one.  The  Cinderella  dances  had  been  a  new 
feature  which  the  committee  intended  to  continue  next 
session.  The  concluding  toast  was  "  The  Guests,"  proposed 
by  Mr.  A.  Latreille,  and  to  which  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen  responded. 
The  musical  programme,  arranged  by  Mr.  W.  Matthews, 
contributed  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Neale  Ellis  gave  valuable  assistance  as  accompanist. 

Edinburgh  Assistants  Sup. 

The  annual  supper  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants', 
■and  Apprentices'  Association  took  place  in  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on  March  18,  when  upwards  of  eighty 
members  and  friends  foregathered.  Mr.  Archibald  Currie 
(President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  Alexander 


McCutcheon  and  J.  W.  Plenderleith  acted  as  croupiers. 
Apologies  for  unavoidable  absence  were  intimated  from 
Messrs.  Storrar,  Dott,  Ewing,  Boa,  Bowman,  Gibb,  and 
Harley.  After  an  excellent  supper  and  the  toast  of  "  The 
King,"  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  making  an  eloquent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  He  was  sorry  to  see  that  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
had  been  crossed  by  some  blockheads.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  reasonable  persons  might  be  conciliated,  and  that  the 
Bill,  which  was  a  good  measure  on  the  whole,  might  be 
allowed  to  make  progress.  Another  point  which  he  thought 
required  attention  was  the  readjustment  of  their  system  of 
examinations,  and  it  was  also  high  time  that  their  antiquated 
and  obsolete  plan  for  the  election  of  the  Council  should  be 
amended  in  the  direction  of  territorial  representation.  He 
coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Currie,  who  had 
shown  that  he  was  a  Council  representative  able  to  look 
after  their  interests.  With  all  deference  to  Mr.  Carteighe, 
he  thought  Mr.  Currie  did  well  to  emphasise  the  dis- 
crepancy between  the  treatment  of  offenders  against  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  in  Scotland  and  in  England.  Their  point 
was  that  it  was  unfair  that  persons  should  be  publicly 
punished  in  North  Britain  while  persons  similarly  offending 
in  South  Bri'ain  could  compound  for  the  offence  and  escape 
publicity.  The  law  should  be  equalised,  so  that  no  offender 
anywhere  should  be  allowed  to  escape  public  punishment. 
Councillor  W.  L.  Currie,  in  responding,  said  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  had  done  good  work  for  sixty  years.  The 
great  weakness  of  their  craft  had  been  want  of  cohesion, 
and  the  Society  had  not  received  adequate  support  from 
those  qualified  as  pharmacists.  He  did  not  know  what  to 
think  of  those  who  had  blocked  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  Some 
of  the  reasons  given  for  opposition  were  utterly  absurd. 
They  would  have  observed  that  in  answer  to  a  question  by 
an  Irish  member  Mr.  Balfour  had  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  sale  of  poisons  in  readi- 
ness to  introduce  in  Parliament.  It  looked  as  if  the  Privy 
Council  had  taken  action  in  regard  to  poison  legislation 
without  consultation  with  the  Society.  The  Society  had  a 
distinct  claim  to  be  heard  in  any  matter  of  this  kind.  He 
had  not  heard  that  the  Council  had  been  consulted,  and  he 
thought  such  action  as  Mr.  Balfour  indicated  was  a 
breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Privy  Council.  He 
had  been  sorry  to  observe  that  his  remarks  at  a  Council- 
meeting  recently  had  been  rather  misunderstood  in  some 
quarters.  He  did  not  for  a  moment  desire  that  the  law 
regarding  punishment  for  offences  against  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  in  Scotland  should  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  law 
in  England,  but  that  the  law  in  England  should  be  raised  to 
the  same  level  as  that  of  Scotland,  and  every  offender 
publicly  exposed.  With  regard  to  readjusting  the  system  of 
examination,  he  had  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  time  had 
come  when  the  Qualifying  examination  should  be  divided, 
and  that  candidates  who  had  passed  in  any  subject  should  not 
be  asked  to  go  over  the  same  ground  a  second  time.  Should 
he  (Mr.  Currie)  have  the  honour  to  be  again  elected  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  he  could  promise  that  it  would  be 
his  highest  endeavour  to  do  his  utmoso  to  promote  the 
interests  of  pharmacists,  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  also  in 
England.  He  desired  to  endorse  the  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  It  was  an  admirable  object,  and  should 
command  the  support  of  every  man  in  the  calling.  One 
point  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  fund 
struck  him  as  a  waste  of  money.  He  rafened  to  the  method 
of  electing  annuitants  by  the  expensive  process  of  sending 
out  voting-papers.  It  was  not  only  expensive,  but  was  also 
inefficient  and  largely  haphazard.  On  the  last  occasion  they 
might  have  elected  another  annuitant  but  for  the  expense 
incurred  needlessly  by  sending  out  voting-papers.  They 
entrusted  to  the  Council  the  administration  of  the  fund, 
and  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  able  to  get 
accurate  information  to  enable  them  to  select  the  most 
urgent  and  deserving  cases.  He  felt  persuaded  that 
the  members  of  the  Society  would  not  be  averse  to 
leaving  the  allocation  of  the  annuities  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  Committee  and  the  Council,  as  was  done  in  many 
other  public  bodies.  The  Chairman  suggested  that  they 
might  make  a  practical  response  to  the  appeals  that  had 
been  made,  and  a  collection  for  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
amounting  to  2,1.  7s.  Qd.,  was  quickly  obtained  and  handed 
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over  to  the  Assistant-Secretary  (Mr.  Rutherford  Hill). 
Councillor  W.  L.  Curne  proposed  "The  Edinburgh  Chemists', 
Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association*"  and  referred  to 
the  high  standard  and  value  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Association  during  the  twenty-six  years  which  it  had  bf  en 
in  existence.  The  Chairman,  in  responding,  alluded  to  the 
powerful  educative  influence  of  the  Association  and  to  its 
prize-schemes.  Mr.  William  Duncan  proposed  "  Kindred 
Associations,"  coupled  with  the  tames  of  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Cowie  (captain  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club). 
W.  L.  Currie  (President  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association),  J.  P.  Gibb  (President 
of  the  Pharmacy  At.hl-tic  Club),  and  W.  S.  Glass  (Chairman 
of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association).  Mr.  Glass 
responded.  -  Mr.  Coull  proposed  "  The  Chairman  and 
Croupiers  and  the  Artistes,"  and  the  Chairman  responded. 
A  delightful  programme  of  songs,  recitations,  and  violin 
and  'cello  selections  were  contiibuted  by  Messrs.  Currie, 
Duncan,  Eadie,  Gilmour,  Jeffrey,  Mason,  Murray,  Rowland, 
Sandison,  Shaw,  W.  and  J.  Streets,  and  Wood.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Crichton  acting  as  accompanist.  After  singing  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne,"  the  company  separated  at  an  early  hour  "ayont  the 
twal'." 

Cumberland  Diners. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Great  Central  Hotel, 
Carlisle,  on  March  17  There  were  present  members  from 
Carlisle,  Workington.  Keswick,  Penrith,  Kendal,  Windermere, 
and  Kirkbystephen.  The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year 
were :  President,  Mr.  J.  R.  Mason  (Workington)  ;  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  J.  Cowper  (Penrith);  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Mr.  T.  W  Townley  (Keswick).  It  was  decided  to 
hold  the  next  annual  meeting  at  Penrith.  After  dinner  the 
loyal  toasts  were  honoured,  and  the  newly  elected  President, 
in  the  course  of  a  brief  speech,  said  he  regretted  the  absence 
of  the  local  M.P.s,  but  Mr.  Randies,  M.P.  f or  the  Cockermouth 
Division,  had  written  to  assure  the  Association  that  he  would 
do  all  in  his  power  to  help  forward  in  Parliament  the  questions 
iQ  which  the  Association  are  interested.  The  President  then 
spoke  on  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  and  on  the 
report  of  the  Dep-irtmental  Committee  on  Poisons,  con- 
cluding by  urging  the  necessity  of  unity,  and  the  duty  of 
both  Associations  and  individuals  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
promote  the  interests  of  their  craft  by  educating  those  in 
power  as  to  the  justice  of  their  claims.  Mr  Hallaway 
(Carlisle)  proposed  "The  Medical  Profession,"  to  which 
Dr.  Bird  (Carlisle)  responded.  In  an  able  and  humorous 
speech  he  contrasted  favourably  the  good  muster  of  chemists 
present  with  the  meetings  of  the  Border  Counties  Medical 
Association,  and  incidentally  mentioned  the  good  relations 
existing  in  Carlisle  between  medical  men  and  chemists. 
Mr.  Robson  (Carlisle)  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
Dr.  Symes,  in  replying,  detailed  the  leadiog  features  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said  it  might 
be  doubted  whether  the  present  state  of  the  calling  justified 
the  requirement  of  a  h  ng  university  training  for  the  student 
of  pharmacy,  but  the  student  will  be  all  the  better  man  for 
having  some  such  course  or  systematic  training  in  a  recog- 
nised school  of  pharmacy.  His  knowledge,  too,  will  be  all 
the  more  permanent  if,  by  dividing  the  examination,  he  is 
encouraged  to  study  from  the  time  he  enters  on  his  appren- 
ticeship. There  will  be  a  gradual  acquisition  of  the  various 
branches  of  knowledge  which  go  to  make  a  pharmacist  of 
him,  and  in  this  way  the  Final  examination  will  be  deprived 
of  its  sting.  Dr.  Syrms  went  on  to  speak  with  satisfaction 
of  the  establishment  of  a  laboratory  at  Bloomsbury  Square 
for  practical  pharmaceutical  teaching  in  the  preparation  of 
galenicals,  and  he  hoped  they  would  recognise  the  necessity 
which  existed  and  the  justice  which  demanded  that  pharma- 
cists should  constitute  part  of  the  committee  entrusted  with 
the  compiling  and  publishing  the  British  Pnarmacopoeia. 
Speaking  on  the  medicine-stamp  question,  he  said  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  retailers  found  themselves  in  regard  to  the 
new  reading  of  the  Acts  would  have  been  best  met,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  Revenue  authorities  drawing  up  and  per- 
mitting the  use  of  a  short  schedule  of  descriptive 
names,  which  could  be  tised  when  no  recommendation 
was  made  and  no  proprietary  right  was  claimed.  Mr. 
J.  F.  Tocher  (Peterhead),  who  also  responded,  dealt  first  with 
registration  of  shops.    He  admitted  .that  even  territorial 


representation  was  a  minor  matter  compared  with  the 
regulation  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  and  the  systematic 
training  of  pharmacisi  s.  He  was  glad  that  in  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  the  practical  and  urgent  nature  of  these  demands  was 
recognised.  He  (Mr.  Tocher)  was  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
annual  registration  of  shops.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  be  in  a.  position  to  deal  much  more  effectively  than 
it  did  with  offences  against  the  law,  and,  since  it  was  a 
voluntary  body,  it  could  not  act  without  funds  voluntarily 
contributed.  He  therefore  thought  that  registered  persons 
in  business  should  be  asked  to  contribute  annually  towards 
the  expenses  incurred  in  the  vindication  of  the  law  and  in 
the  protection  of  their  own  rights  as  the  persons  named  in 
the  Act  to  ensure  public  safety.  He  thought  that  the 
separate  account  of  liw-expenses  should  be  met  by  an 
annual  charge  upon  every  registered  person  in  business. 
Of  course,  properly  speaking,  they  ought  to  have  a  grant 
from  the  Treasury  for  law- expenses  ;  but,  failing  that,  every 
pharmacist  in  business  ought  to  pay  annually  for  the 
privileges  of  registration  of  his  premises,  and,  in  his  judg- 
ment, any  further  compulsory  registration  should  be  annual, 
no  nominal  fee  should  be  stated  in  the  Bill,  but  the  registra- 
tion-fee should  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  by-law.  The 
registration  contemplated  was  for  public  protection,  and  was 
a  defensive  act  in  favour  of  the  trained  pharmacists  every- 
where. If  the  proposal  were  favourably  entertained,  there 
was  no  reason  why  such  registration  should  not  carry  with 
it  the  rights  of  membership.  Dealing  with  territorial 
representation,  Mr.  Tocher  here  desired  to  di  criminate 
betwe-n  the  election  of  a  member  of  Council  and  the  work 
performed  by  him.  In  the  first,  no  matter  how  pharmacists 
might  preach  about  the  multiplying  of  organisations,  the 
local  and  unofficial  associations  would  play  an  important 
part.  It  was  the  recognised  method  of  men  desirous  of 
discussing  their  affairs  freely  and  openly  to  meet  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  free  from  the  trammels  of  an  official 
meeting.  For  instance,  the  election  of  a  member  of  Council 
for  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  Westmoreland,  and 
Durham  would  be  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to 
them  in  that  district,  and  no  fewer  than  six  associations  would 
take  part  in  the  selection  of  a  suitable  candidate.  After 
election  the  councillor  would  no  doubt  meet  his  constituents 
at  association-meetings  and  elsewhere,  but,  besides  perform- 
ing his  work  at  the  Council,  he  would  have  to  come  into 
official  contact  with  the  divisional  secretaries  of  his  district 
and  be  a  source  of  inspiration  to  them  as  they  would  be  to 
him.  A  meeting  of  the  divisional  secretaries  of  a  territorial 
district  with  their  member  once  a  year  would  realise  the 
idea  of  the  founder  with  regard  to  branches  throughout  the 
kingdom.  Under  the  territorial  scheme,  divisional  meetings 
in  each  district  would  be  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  would 
be  educative  to  the  constituents  and  invaluable  to  the 
councillor  as  an  index  of  the  views  of  the  men  who  placed 
him  on  the  Council.  It  was  difficult  to  see  what  serious 
objections  could  be  taken  to  the  scheme,  and  those  already 
rai-ed  had  been  flimsy,  or  based  upon  misconceptions. 
Dealing  with  his  critics,  Mr.  Tocher  said  they  got  ad 
nauseam  the  statement  that  only  two  kinds  of  men  were 
eligible  for  the  Council — men  who  lived  in  or  near  London 
and  men  from  the  provinces  old  enough  to  be  retired  from 
business.  Granting  the  proposition,  would  territ  mat  repre- 
sentation interfere  with  it  1  Out  of  the  twenty-one  members 
of  the  present  Council,  only  eight  or  nine  could  be  described 
as  living  in  or  near  London.  So  that,  in  the  critic's  own 
words,  at  least  twelve  members  "  cannot  attend  commitree 
or  House  of  Commons  wori,  or,  indeed,  any  kind  of  work 
outside  ordinary  Council- meetings."  In  any  case,  it  was  the 
Council,  not  the  committees,  that  directed  the  policy,  which 
was,  after  all,  the  chiefest  concern  of  the  pharmacist.  Mr. 
Tocher  then  asked  whether  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  Council  to  meet  monthly.  The  General  Medical  Council 
met  twice  a  year,  and  did  its  work  rery  well.  A  Council- 
meeting  six  times  or  four  times  a  year  would  do  its  work 
just  as  well,  and  save  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  journeying 
on  the  part  of  the  provincial  members.  He  then  went  on  to 
a  brief  consideration  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  which,  he  said, 
embraced  the  combined  sense  of  the  entire  craft  on  problems 
known  to  them  all,  and  was  the  essence  of  a  twenty  five 
years'  discussion.  Mr.  James  Thompson  (Workington)  pro- 
posed "The  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation," and  Mr.  Townley  replied. 
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Observations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xraysbr. 

Our  Jubilee  Year, 

our  year  of  medicine-stamp  liberty,  of  free- 
dom from  the  Somerset  House  oppressor,  is  then  in  very 
truth  at  last  nearing  its  end.  No  champion  has  so  far 
appeared  to  wring  from  the  Commissioners  another  three 
m  mths  of  "  law."  One  may  turn  up  even  yet.  We  have, 
indeed,  grown  so  accustomed  to  these  concessions  as  to  feel 
somewhat  strange  without  them.  In  all  probability,  how- 
ever, next  week  we  shall  have  to  fac3,  and  not  merely 
discuss,  the  situation  created  by  that  box  of  pastilles  which 
Mr.  Sanguinetti  sold,  and  which  bore  the  strange  device, 
"Influenza."  In  spite  of  the  use  of  Mr.  Asquith's  tongue  at 
51.  a  minute  the  Judges  of  the  High  Cjurt  insisted  on  regard- 
ing those  syllables,  not  merely  as  a  fancy  ornament,  but  as 
a  holding-out  within  the  meaning. 

The  Year's  Suspension 

of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
missioners is  surely  a  rather  remarkable  event  in  the  history 
of  tax-gathering.    With  all  deference  to  truculent  friends,  I 
think  it  deserves  to  be  recognised  as  an  act  of  grace  on  the 
part  of  the  wolf,  entitled  to  some  decree  oi  gratitude  on  the 
part  of  the  lamb.    Happily  no  one  can  charge  us  this  time, 
as  a  body,  with  having  neglected  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded.    Never  before,  I  should  ihink,  has  a  trade  problem 
been  more  fully  sounded  and  expounded.    It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  a  chemist  who  is  noc  clear  as  to  what  he  is  to  do 
with  his  ailment-named  medicines,  after  all  the  information 
and  advice  which  have  been  provided  for  him.    But  notwith- 
standing the  abundance  of  the  discussion,  perhaps  partly 
in  consequence  thereof,  the  correspondence  editor  of  this 
journal  could  probably  testify  that  a  good  deal  of  vacilla- 
tion, uncertainty,  and  even  ignorance  of  the  conditions  still 
prevails.     No  sympathy,   however,  need   be   wasted  on 
chemists  who  may  now  get  fined  under  the  new  interpreta- 
tion.    The  interest  of  the  immediate  future  depends  on 
the  conduct  of  the  young  lions  of  the  Inland  Revenue. 
This  meal  has  been  spread  before  them  for  twelve  months, 
and  they  have  not  been  allowed  to  touch  it.    Will  they  now 
leap  at  it  with  ravenous  appetites,  or  will  they  be  content 
to  assimilate  it  gradually  ?   And  how  will  the  Commissioners 
in  actvial  practice  treat  our  misguided  company  brethren 
who  share  none  of  Our  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones  mitigation  of 
sentence?    If  company  chemists  were  a  casus  omissus  in 
1868,  they  were  a  casus  unimaffinubilis  in  1812.  What 
about  their  antibilious  pills  in  1904  ? 

The  Government  Pharmacy  Bill 

will  be  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  says  the  Prime  Minister,  after  Easter.  This 
announcement  exactly  confirms  the   anticipation   of  the 
C.  $(  D.  parliamentary  seer,  and  it  may  therefore  now  be 
taken  that  there  is  a  definite  intention  on  the  part  of  a 
Government  department  to  intervene  in  pharmacy  legisla- 
tion.   Of  course  there  are  circumstances  about  over  which 
even  Mr.  Balfour  may  have  no  control,  but  barring  the  de- 
velopment of  these  we  may  look  for  a  lively  time  "after 
Easter."   So  may  the  Government.    Mr.  Gladstone  once  said 
that  the  fierce  opposition  of  chemis  s  to  some  Bill  of  which 
they  did  not  approve  was  tne  of  his  earliest  and  most  in- 
effaceable parliamentary  impressions.     Mr.  W.  E.  Forster 
had  a  taste  of  chemists'  opposition  in   1870,  and  Lord 
Carlingford  got  his  baptism  of  pharmaceutical  fire  in  1885. 
If  the  Privy  Council  fancy  they  can  replace  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1858  by  some  new  concoction  of  their  own,  treating 
the  opinions  of  pharmacists 


With  Contemptuous  Indifference, 

they    are    fancying  the 
vainest  thing  that  has  occurred  to  them  for  some  centuries. 
Henry  VIII.  was  the  last  English  ruler  who  was  at  all 
successful  in  that  kind  of  legislation.    The  stupidity  of  such 
a  policy  is  even  more  obvious  than  its  milignisy.  Indeed, 
there  may  be  no  malignity  at  all.    The  Privy  Council's  Bill 
may  turn  out  to  be  just  what  we  want.    But  in  these  times 
of  parliamentary  congestion  it  is  difficult  to  see  the  wisdom 
of  wantonly  ensuring  friction,  much  of  which  might  be 
avoided  by  the  exercise  of  elementary  diplomacy.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Council  is  a  body  extremely  amenable  to 
skilful  flattery,  and  whatever  may  be  intended  procedure 
could  certainly  be  facilitated  by  a  preliminary  conference 
with  it.     But  if  the  Government  really  are  planning  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  1902  Committee,  it  is 
only  civil  to  them  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  report  of 
Mr.  Coroner  Waldo's  remarks  at  an  inquest  referred  to  in 
last  C.  §  J).,  page  419.    That  will  show  them  that  it  is  not 
with  chemists  only  that  they  have  to  reckon.    Dr.  Waldo 
said  the  Coroners'  Society  was  "fully  in  accord  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  trying  to  get  legislation  to  have 
the  sale  of  all  poisons  confined  to  those  whose  education 
taught  them  the  danger  of  the  articles."     It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  what  ultimately  becomes  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  juries  on  inquests  on  poisoning-cases.  There 
must  be  hundreds  of  them  pigeon-holed  at  the  Home  Office 
urging  greater  stringency  in  the  sale  of  poisons.  Cannot 
these  be  got  at  1 

A  Curious  Advertisement 

appeared  in  last  week's  Supplement, 
and  offers  scope  for  some  speculation.  A  firm  oE  wholesale 
druggists,  who  do  not  reveal  their  identity,  intimate  that 
they  are  open  to  purchase  radium  of  good  activity  to  any 
amount  for  spot  cash.  It  reads  as  though  radium  were  a 
regular  article  in  chemists'  stocks  now,  and  that  indeed 
chemists  sometimes  get  overstocked  with  it.  I  should  have 
supposed  that  all  the  isolated  radium  in  the  world  could  be 
pretty  exactly  located,  and  not  much  of  it,  1  fear,  is  in  the 
possession  of  chemists  and  druggists. 

Judge  Smyly's  Theory 

that  the  wholesale  sale  of  poisons  to 
an  unqualified  person  or  company  is  invalid  has  been 
heard  of  before,  but  I  do  not  know  on  what  it 
is  based.  There  is  certainly  no  authority  for  it  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  nor,  I  think,  in  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act. 
Is  there  any  general  interpretation  applicable  Could  not  A 
recover  for  a  "  jemmy  "  sold  to  B,  a  burglar  ?  In  the  case  of 
the  company  there  is  no  presumption  that  the  poisons  will 
be  dealt  with  other  than  legally,  and  it  seems  nonsense  to 
say,  as  Judge  Smyly  says,  that  the  wholesale  vendor  must 
sue  not  the  unqualified  company,  but  its  qualified  employe. 
This  applies,  says  the  Judge,  to  "  drugs  and  poisons."  That 
gives  him  away.    No  qualification  is  required  to  sell  drugs. 

The  Half-pint  Difficulty, 

which  was  recently  mentioned  in 
this  page  as  one  of  the  obstacles  to  the  adoption  of  the 
metric  measures  in  this  country,  is  airily  disposed  of  by  a 
correspondent  who  is  good  enough  to  send  me  a  glass  tumbler 
made  and  used  in  Germany.  Engraved  on  it  is  "0  3.L,'' 
and  this  glass,  lam  told,  is  the  common  one  for  the  table 
in  the  Fatherland.  It  is  true  that  thus  the  integrity  of  the 
metric  system  is  maintained,  but  the  necessity  which  has 
made  itself  felt  for  this  three-tenths  of  a  litre  measure  is 
striking  testimony  to  the  soundness  of  my  theory  that  half  a 
pint  is  the  natural  equivalent  of  an  ordinary  thirst ;  for  three- 
tenths  of  a  litre  is  528  thousandths  of  a  pint — a  difference 
which  perhaps  corresponds  with  the  national  throat-measures 
of  Great  Britain  and  Germany. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Cfte  "Sanitas"  Co., 

%st  the  exclusive  74anufacturcw  el  the 
well-known  NoO'poJsoQous 
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*s«  tbcxr  ether  Manufactures  include 
"  Soldis."   **  Okol,"    "  Creoeide,"    "  Oehlop," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators."  "Fopmie  Sulphugatops,"  "  Formie  Alp 
Pupifleps," 

"Fopmie  Fumigatops,"  "Fopmie  Aldehyde" 
(40  pep  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitat"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 

free  on  application  to — 

THE "  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Beihnal  Green,  LONDON,  E 


Write 
for 
LIST 

it 


ASSURES  PURE  WATER. 

THE  ONLY  FILTERS  AWARDED  CRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  1900. 


PASTEUR 
FILTER 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT— 

>  '?":.  "  Wherever  the  Pasteur  Filter  has  been 
applied  Typhoid  Fever  has  disappeared."  : 

*  J.  DE FRIES'  &  "SONS,  Limited,  , 

146  &  147,  HOUNDSOITCH,  LONDON,  EX.*.     .  ':' 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.OT. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENIMER.MAN 
pR«p»ETA«r  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured  "  Cut  Out  "  window- 
display  we  are  offering.  It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined 

ALLEN  &  HANBURYS  Ltd.37LoSIts,)ko.,London,Eng. 


IERAL  WATERS 


ARE  THE 


VERY  BEST. 

By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 
Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER. 


ticulars  of 


and 


See  page  69  of 
this  issue. 


jEMtortal  Comments* 


Photographic  Trade. 

Given  a  few  more  days  of  fine  weather,  the  success  of  the 
opening  of  the  photographic  season  is  assured.  The  1903 
season  was  spoilt  by  the  wet  weather,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  many  retailers  have  an  undue  proportion  of  last 
year's  goods  left  on  their  shelves.  This,  however,  should 
not  prevent  them  from  selecting  suitable  lines  from  the  new 
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pattern  cameras  and  accessories  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  this  issue.  Care  should  be  taken  to  eliminate  any 
plates  or  paper  left  over  from  last  year,  as  a  reputation  for 
fresh  plates  and  paper  is  easily  lost  through  carelessness  in 
this  respect.  One  of  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the  photo- 
graphic chemist  is  a  reputation  for  supplying  plates  and 
paper  in  good  condition,  for  which  purpose  not  only  fresh- 
ness but  methods  of  storage  s-hould  be  considered.  Once 
more  we  urge  upon  the  chemist  who  sells  photographic 
requisites  the  necessity  of  a  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  art,  and  that  it  is  not  difficult  lor  one  with  a  pharma- 
ceutical training  to  acquire  technical  skill  in  photography 
the  reproductions  of  chemists'  work  that  we  publish  from 
time  to  time  amply  demonstrate.  In  our  survey  of  the  ad- 
vancements in  apparatus  we  note  the  increasing  provision  of 
isDchromatic  screens  to  hand-cameras,  as  well  as  the 
convenient  magnifiers  which  enable  pictures  to  be  taken 
with  a  hand-camera  as  near  as  3  feet.  Most  of  us  have  seen 
examples  of  the  unsatisfied  cravings  of  an  amateur  for 
taking  near  objects,  and  it  is  well  that  even  cheap  cameras 
are  now  being  fitted  with  magnifiers  to  enable  this  to  be 
successfully  carried  out.  We  also  note  several  improve- 
ments in  the  manufacture  of  plates  and  films.  Plates 
corrected  for  colour  as  far  as  chemical  means  will 
allow  are  now  obtainable  that  can  be  developed 
with  no  more  trouble  than  ordinary  plates.  The 
Vidil  system  of  roll-films  is  being  vigorously  pushed,  and,  as 
it  enables  a  more  intelligent  interest  to  be  taken  in  each 
picture  by  admitting  of  separate  focussing,  we  certainly 
think  the  system  an  advantage.  It  is  not  scientific  to 
encourage  the  automatic  style  of  photography,  although  it 
may  be  good  from  a  trade  point  of  view.  It  is  better  to 
educate  the  amateur  to  an  appreciation  of  the  scientific 
principles  involved  in  the  pursuit  of  his  interesting  hobby. 
Three-colour  photography  is  slowly  developing.  Innumer- 
able ideas  are  being  put  forward  with  a  view  to  simplifying 
existing  processes,  and  it  is  a  problem  the  solution  of  which 
the  pharmacist  may  well  attempt.  Retail  chemists  should 
make  a  special  feature  of  the  supply  of  developers,  toning- 
baths,  and  other  solutions  required  by  the  amateur.  This  is 
a  profitable  branch  that  can  easily  be  worked  up  even  by 
those  who  do  not  care  to  embark  capital  in  a  stock  of 
apparatus.  From  time  to  time  during  the  season  we 
publish  formulas  and  practical  notes  which  give  the  photo- 
graphic chemist  many  hints  in  this  direction.  The  prospects 
of  Easter-holiday  trade  are  so  far  hopeful,  and  several 
leading  metropolitan  stores  are  giving  prominence  to  a 
placard  with  the  simple  wording  effectively  printed,  "  Photo- 
graphic materials  for  the  holidays."  We  also  learn  from  seaside 
resorts  that  chemists  who  make  a  speciality  of  photographic 
supplies  are  replacing  their  window-displays  of  winter- 
requisites  with  excellent  shows  of  photographic  goods,  and 
one  of  the  leading  camera  houses  announces  exhibitions  in 
such  towns  with  the  view  to  stimulating  sales  of  their 
products.  All  this  helps  to  maintain  the  public  interest  in 
amateur  photography,  and  thus  maintain  the  chemists' 
returns  during  the  healthier  seasons  of  the  year.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that. this  business  is  chiefly  done 
through  retail  chemists,  and  it  is  a  significant  fact  that 
several  of  the  principal  manufacturing  and  wholesale  photo- 
graphic houses  have  been  started  from  the  chemist's  retail — 
an  admirable  proof  of  the  possibilities  of  the  business. 


Liability  by  Implication. 

The  terms  of  the  general  charge  of  duty  under  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Act,  1812,  as  regards  holding-out  or  recommendation 
are  so  precise  that  duty  should  not  be  chargeable  upon 


medicines  if  they  are  not  held  out  or  recommended  (on  the 
labels  ori  otherwise)  "  as  beneficial  to  the  prevention,  cure, 
or  relief  of  any  distemper,  malady,  ailment,  disorder,  or 
complaint  incident  to  or  in  anywise  affecting  the  human 
body."  There  has  always  been  a  good  deal  of  confusion, 
nevertheless,  because  Somerset  House  has  claimed  duty  when 
a  medicine  is  so  described  as  to  imply  the  cure  of  an  ailment; 
or  ailments,  although  none  be  actually  specified.  We  have 
dealt  with  this  subject  briefly  in  the  chapter  on  "  Prepara- 
tions with  Descriptive  Titles  "  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,' 
Vol.  II.,  where  we  mention  a  class  of  descriptive  words,  in- 
cluding "Antiseptic,"  "Corrective,"  "Healing,"  "Purifying," 
and  "  Teething,"  which,  in  association  with  the  name  of  a 
medicine  {eg ,  "Healing-ointment"),  create  liability  to 
duty.  The  terms  of  the  Act  do  not  expressly  mike  such 
titles  chargeable  with  duty,  but  on  the  assumption  that  a 
disorder  of  the  body  is  implied  by  such  titles  as  "  Corrective 
Mixture,"  "  He-iling-ointment,"  and  "  Purifying-pills  "  labels 
bearing  them  have  been  marked  "liable"  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue.  The  following  is  a  list  of  such  titles  in  common 
use  which |  on  that  principle  would  be  considered  liable  : 

Antiseptic  healing-ointment 
Antiseptic  ointment 
Antiseptic  pastilles 
Balsamic  healing-ointment 
Children's  corrective  mixture 


Corrective  mixture 
Corrective  pills 
Corrective  tablets 
Curative  ointment 
Curative  syrup 
Depurative  powder 
Expectorant  mixture 
Family  healing   and  curative 
ointment 


Family  healing-ointment 
Female  corrective  mixture 
Female  corrective  pills 
Healing-ointment 
Healing-plaster 
Healing-powder 
Infant's  corrective  tablets 
Purifying-mixture 
Purifying-pills 
Tonic  laxative  pill3 
Tonic  digestive 
Tonic  digestive  mixture 
White  pearl  healing-ointment 


It  will  ba  observed  tha1;  in  no  case  is  the  name  of  an 
ailment  mentioned  in  these  titles.  When  the  Association  of 
Wholesale  Druggists  and  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Pre- 
parations approached  ths  Board  ia  regard  to  body-names, 
they  argued  that  duty  should  only  b3  imposed  when  ailments 
are  specified.  The  Association  were  not  content  with  the 
decision  giving  the  use  of  body-names  without  stamp-duty, 
and  have  since  been  in  correspondence  with  the  view  to 
getting  the  use  of  certain  descriptive  titles  duty-free.  They 
have  succeeded,  in  a  measure,  as  the  following  letter  (for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  R.  C.  Wren) 
shows  : 


22143  S. 


1904. 


Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C., 

March  16,  1904. 


Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  .  .  .  explain  that 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  liability  as  affected  merely  by 
the  description-label  attached  to  the  medicine,  the  Board 
have  arrived  at  the  following  decisions  : 

(1)  Medicines  described  by  reference  to  a  disease  are  liable,  as. 
"  Cough-mixture,"  "  Corn-paint." 

(2)  Medicines  described  by  reference  to  an  organ  of  the  body 
alone  are  not  liable  -such  as  "  Liver-pills,"  "  Hepatic  Mixture  " 
"  Throat-pastilles,"  "  Bronchial  Mixture." 

(3)  Medicines  described  by  reference  to  their  operation  in 
general  terms  are  not  liable— such  as  "  Aperient  Pills,"  "Emol- 
lient Ointment,"  "  Astringent  Mixture." 

(4)  But  if  to  an  organ  of  the  body  a  word  or  words  be  added 
indicating  the  operation  of  the  medicine  upon  the  organ  of  the 
body,  liability  is  incurred— tuch  as  "  Blood-purifier,"  "  Liver-' 
invigorator,"  "  Aperient  Liver  mixture." 

Such  words  as  "antiseptic,"  "corrective,"  "healing,' 
"nervine,"  "aperient"  would  not  therefore,  if  used  alone,  in 
themselves  involve  liability. 

I  am 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley. 
The  last  paragraph  of  this  letter  is  substantially  new,  the- 
paragraphs  Nos.  1  to  4  being  a  restatement  of  what  has 
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been  said  before.  The  new  statement  is  somewhat  cryptic, 
but  it  may  fairly  be  read  with  No.  3,  so  that  the  titles 
''Antiseptic  Pastilles,"  "Corrective  Mixture,'-'  Healing- 
ointment,"  "  Nervine  Snuff,"  and  "Aperient  Pills  "  are  to  be 
regarded  as  non-dutiable  titles.  This  is  a  distinct  step  in 
advance,  but  it  would  greatly  simplify  matters  if  the  Board 
would  say  once  for  all  that  medicines  are  not  liable  to  duty 
-unless  they  are  held  out  or  recommended  for  specified 
ailments.  It  is  the  implied  ailments  that  give  trouble  to 
Ihe  Board  and  the  trade  ;  and  since  the  Board  have  so  far 
abandoned  the  stringent  position,  they  might  as  well 
announce  ,  that  liability  by  implication  may  be  regarded 
as  a  thing  of  the  past. 


A  Poor=law  Question. 

An  oft-recurring  subject  of  controversy  in  poor-law  circles  is 
the  question  of  the  supply  of  "  expensive  medicines."  In 
our  is:iue  of  May  3,  1902  (page  699),  we  gave  the  views  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  matter,  and  eminently 
sensible  they  appear  to  be.  As  is  well  known,  the  Board 
discourage  the  practice  indulged  in  by  some  Guardians  of 
contracting  with  the  medical  officer  to  the  poor  for  "advice 
and  medicine  inclusive."  These  public  medical  appo  intments 
are  eagerly  competed  for  among  local  medical  men,  and 
generally  the  cheapest  man  gets  the  appointment.  This> 
the  Local  Government  Board  argue,  is  not  always  to  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  for  the  medical  officer  who  gets,  say, 

3d.  per  patient  (medicine  included),  cannot,  in  justice  to 
himself,  be  lavish  with  his  medicine.  In  cases  where,  how- 
ever, it  is  found  expedient  for  the  medical  officer  to  supply 
the  drugs,  the  Board — wisely,  we  think — do  not  bind  down 
Guardians  to  any  hard-and-fast  rule  regarding  the  supply  of 
some  of  the  more  expensive  drugs  he  may  charge  for  outside 
his  contract,  bub  advise  a  mutual  arrangement  between 
Guardians  and  their  officers.  Where  they  are  not  included 
in  the  medical  officer's  contract  the  proper  course  is 
undoubtedly  for  the  Guardians  to  define  the  several  articles 
they  will  provide  under  the  regulations,  and  to  confine  their 
medical  officers  strictly  to  such  list.  This  course  his  been 
adopted  in  some  Unions,  and  the  following  is  a  good  example 
of  what  are  generally  included  : 


Carron  oil 
Peptonising-fluids 
Peptonising-powders 
Lime-wa'er 
Belladonna-plaster 
Adhesive  plaster 
Soap-plaster 
Cantharides-plaster 
Cyanide  gauze 
Carbolic  gauze 
Special  dressings 
Enema  syringes 
Glass  syringes 
Disinfectants 


Medical  appliances 
Linseed-meal 
Cod-liver  oil 
Cod-liver  oil  emulsion 
Extract  o£  malt  with  cod- 
liver  oil 
Extract  of  malt 
Extract  of  malt  and  mullein 
Infants'  foods  — various 
Extract  of  meat 
Meat  juices 
Petroleum  emulsion 
Castor  oil 
Serums — various 
Soda-water 

Even  this  method,  however,  is  not  without  its  disad- 
vantages. There  are  obvious  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
drawing  such  an  arbitrary  line,  and  it  is  liable  to  misuse.  It 
may  be  abused  with  impunity,  and,  without  the  slightest 
reflection  on  the  medical  profession  as  a  body,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  some  instances  it  is  abu=ed.  A  cise  in  point 
thit  recently  came  to  our  notice  was  one  in  which  the 
Guardians  of  a  particular  Union  hid  prescribed  a  list  of 
"  expensive  medicines  "  which  they  would  provide,  and  some 
little  time  ago  they  added  to  this  list  "  Fellows's  syrup."  One 
of  the  district  medical  officers  had,  as  usual,  on  his  relief - 
list  a  number  of  cases  in  which  when  he  dispensed  his  own 
medicines  he  had  beengiving  "  tonic  mixture."  Immediately 
this  addition  was  made  to  the  list  ha  placed  all  these  cases 


on  Fellows's  syrup,  and  the  Guardians  thus  relieved  him  of 
the  cost  of  supplying  medicines  in  a  good  number  of  cases. 
This  was  no  fortuitous  coincideriC3,  for  a  short  time  after- 
wards the  Guardians,  having  cause  to  rearrange  his  duties, 
-greed  to  pay  him  a  salary  exclusive  of  medicines,  when  the 
cases  in  question,  which  were  being  observed  with  some 
interest  by  our  informant —the  dispenser  himself — were  once 
more  placed  on  their  old  regimen  of  tonic  mixture.  This 
case  is  probably  an  extreme  one — we  should  be  sorry  to 
argue  otherwise — but  an  arrangement  which  permits  of  such 
easy  abuse  cannot  be  called  an  ideal  one  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination.  The  position  is  undoubtedly  a  difficult 
one.  On  the  one  hand  is  the  injustice  of  requiring  medical 
men  to  supply  high-priced  articles  and  appliances,  and  on 
the  other  are  the  serious  objections  to  which  we  have 
referred.  The  moral  is  plain  (and  the  Local  Government 
Board  lose  no  opportunity  of  pointing  it)  :  Guardians  should 
in  every  case  either  supply  the  medicines,  &c,  for  their  poor 
themselves,  or  contract  for  them  through  a  local  chemist. 


Cocaine  in  India. 

The  vigorous  efforts  which  have  recently  been  made  by  the 
Bengal  and  Bombay  Governments  to  suppress  the  cocaine 
habit  in  those  Presidencies  has  led  the  Mysore  Government 
to  ad  >pt  similar  measures  with  regard  to  the  importation  of 
"intoxicating  drugs,"  including  cocaine.  According  to 
regulations  which  have  just  been  made  public,  the  culti- 
vation of  hemp  and  the  preparation  of  intoxicating  drugs 
from  it  are  prohibited  in  Mysore,  and  the  importation  of 
intoxicating  drugs  into  that  State  is  henceforth  to  be  entirely 
under  Government  control.  It  now  remains  for  the  Madras 
Presidency  to  come  into  line  by  taking  similar  steps,  but  we 
understand  that  the  evil  in  that  State  has  not  attained  the 
dimensions  it  has  in  Calcutta  and  Bombay.  There  is  no 
doubt  the  restrictions  which  have  been  placed  on  the  sale  of 
cocaine  have  considerably  curtailed  the  demand  from  this 
side,  as  India  had  grown  to  be  one  of  the  principal  markets 
for  the  alkaloid.  It  may  be  recalled  that  in  October  and 
November  last  we  reported  that  a  considerable  quantity  of 
cocaine  had  been  returned  to  this  country,  and  in  its  issue 
of  February  20  the  "  Times  of  India  "  reports  that  "  quite 
recently  a  lakh  of  rupees  worth  (6.000Z.)  of  this  drug  was 
imported  into  Calcutta,  and  would  in  the  ordinary  course 
have  been  distributed  to  consumers.  The  Excise  inter- 
vened, and  in  the  result  the  cocaine  was  shipped  back  to 
England."  By  these  seizures  on  the  part  of  the  authorities 
the  Indian  market  may  now  be  said  to  be  practically 
closed  for  large  wholesale  quantities,  and  it  cannot  be 
overlooked  that  th-s  two  substantial  reductions  which  took 
place  in  November  and  December  last,  amounting  to  3i.  9d. 
per  oz  ,  were  partly  attributed  to  this  returned  stock.  The 
high  price  of  crude  cocaine,  however,  has  since  helped  to 
keep  the  market  steady  on  its  present  basis,  although  few 
new  contracts  have  been  entered  into  this  year. 

Some  interesting  information  on  the  subject  of  cociine  in 
India  was  given  by  Mr.  David  Hooper,  F.C.S.,  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  Calcutta  Free  Church  Literary  Society  last 
month,  a  lengthy  report  of  which  was  printed  in  the  Calcutta 
"  Statesman,"  of  February  20.  Mr.  Hooper  gave  many  in- 
teresting details  concerning  the  history  of  the  cultivation 
and  use  of  coca,  and  traced  the  growth  of  the  cocaine  habit 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  concluding  with  a  discussion 
of  the  legislative  aspect  of  the  question  from  the  Indina 
point  of  view.  Mr.  Hooper  stated  that  in  1885  and  1886 
the  planting  community  of  India  experimented  in  coca 
cultivation  with  great  vigour.  The  shrub  grew  well  on  the 
slopes  of  Nilgiris  in  the  Wynaad,  and  at  Travancore. 
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In  Northern  India  suitable  situations  were  afforded 
for  the  growth  of  coca,  and  some  of  the  best  samples 
of  leaves  placed  on  the  London  market  were  obtained  from 
the  Meeglas  Tea  Estate.  Coca  is  still  grown  in  Assam  and 
Sylhet,  and  if  a  demand  arose  large  harvests  could  be 
gathered  regularly  from  those  districts.  Considering  that 
there  is  always  a  demand  for  coca,  and  that  good  green 
well-dried  Ceylon  leaves  realise  about  Is.  3d.  psr  lb.  at  the 
present  time,  we  should  have  thought  a  profitable  business 
could  be  established  if  small  quantities  were  shipped.  No 
doubt  the  discouraging  prices  paid  in  the  past  have  led  to 
the  cessation  of  supplies  from  that  quarter.  In  1890  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  inquired  if  cocaine  hydrochloride 
could  be  economically  manufactured  in  India,  considering 
the  high  price  of  the  drug,  but  when  statistics  were  called 
for  in  1894  it  was  found  that  only  %k  lbs.  of  cocaine  per  year 
in  Bengal,  or  about  10  lbs.  for  the  whole  of  India,  were  required 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  military  and  civil  hospitals, 
and  in  the  circumstances  the  Government  was  not  prepared 
to  institute  experiments  in  the  manufacture.  Mr.  Hooper 
condemned  the  cocaine  habit  in  no  measured  terms, 
characterising  it  as  a  "  loathsome  parasite  fungus  ....  and 
was  not  discovered  until  its  roots  had  ramified  in  the  dens  of 
Calcutta  and  Bombay."  He  cited  Dr.  K.  C  Bose's  paper  in 
the  "  Indian  Medical  Gazette  "  of  March  1903,  which  gave 
harrowing  details  of  the  cocaine-eater's  sufferings.  In 
Calcutta  and  Bombay  the  growth  appears  to  have  been  ex- 
ceptionally rapid,  and  in  the  latter  city  it  took  root  in  the 
middle  of  1900.  having  been  introduced  from  Bengal.  In 
1902  some  Rs.50,000  worth  of  cocaine  was  sold  each  month 
in  Bombay,  but  last  year  the  Government  ordered  that  the 
drug  be  placed  under  icence,  and  its  sale  be  restricted  to 
European  chemists  and  responsible  native  druggists.  The  maxi- 
mum quantity  to  be  sold  retail  at  one  time,  or  to  one  and  the 
same  per.-on  in  any  one  day,  is  6  gr.  when  in  a  dry  state  and 
2  dr.  when  in  solution.  In  Bengal  there  have  been  three 
notifications  dealing  with  cocaine~(l)  October  24,  1900 ; 
(2)  February,  1902 ;  (3)  December  1,  1903.  The  first  ruling 
defined  cocaine  as  an  intoxicating  drug,  and  restricted  its 
sale  to  a  licensed  vendor.  This  was  not  sufficient  to  suppress 
the  sale,  however,  and  it  was  openly  hawked  about  the  street. 
In  consequence,  the  second  notification  prohibited  the  sale 
altogether,  except  for  hond-Jide  medical  pu  -poses  by  approved 
chemists  and  druggists,  who  were  granted  licences.  The 
third  step  was  to  limit  the  quantity  to  be  sold  to  the  public, 
and  it  was  declared  that  the  sale  of  cocaine  in  a  larger 
quantity  than  60  gr.  shall  be  deemed  a  sale  by  wholesale, 
and  the  sale  of  60  gr.  or  less  be  deemed  a  retail  sale. 
This  measure  has  already  checked  the  distribution  of  the 
alkaloid,  and  has  also  prevented  the  sale  of  large  quantities 
by  any  but  a  few  well-known  firms.  In  Barma  last  year 
cocaine  was  added  to  the  list  of  intoxicating  drugs,  the  sale 
and  possession  of  which  is  restricted.  Previously  the  drug 
could  be  purchased  with  ease,  and  sales  were  not  even 
registered.  It  was  kept  in  packets  of  10c.  and  25c.  each, 
and  the  user  might  be  supplied  with  as  many  packets  of 
"Coko"  as  he  could  pay  for.  The  restrictions  on  opium 
induced  the  Chinese  and  Burmese  eaters  of  Rangoon  to 
resort  to  morphine,  and  the  seizure  of  morphine  by  the 
Customs  has  driven  them  to  cocaine. 

The  Tabloid  Case. 

In  the  matter  of  the  trade-marts,  Nos.  36,154,  36,155,  42,378, 
4?,379,  225,812-3-4-5,  and  6,  registered  in  the  namts  of  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  and  Henry  Solomon  Wellcome  (trading  as 
.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.),  and  in  the  matter  of  the  Patents, 
Design?,  and  Trade-marks  Act,  1883  to  1838,  appeal  of  Thomson  & 
Capper. 

This  has  been  in  the  cause  list  all  the  week  for  hearing 
in  Appeal  Court  2,  where  Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams 


presides,  Lord  Justice  Stirling  sitting  on  his  right,  and  Lord 
Justice  Cozens  Hardy  on  his  left.  The  Court  came  within  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  of  hearing  it  on  Thursday  afternoon,  but 
their  Lordships  got  interested  in  a  grammatical  point  arising 
in  the  case  before  the  tabloid  one.  The  learned  President 
intimated  to  counsel  on  one  side  that  the  majority  of  the 
Court  is  against  him,  so  that  the  tabloid  case,  which  comes 
next,  is  sure  to  begin  on  Friday. 


Westminster  Mlafcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


The  Government's  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Coifirmation  of  the  announcement  I  was  able  to  make  that 
the  Government's  Pharmacy  Bill  will  shortly  be  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Lords  is  now  forthcoming.  Mr.  O'Malley 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  last  week 
if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  introduce  the 
Bill  this  Session,  and.  if  not,  whether  the  Government  would 
afford  facilities  for  'he  second  reading  of  the  Bill  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Lough.  Mr.  Balfour,  in  reply,  briefly  intimated  that 
a  Bill  on  the  sabject  would  be  introduced  by  th.3  Govern- 
ment "  in  another  place." 

The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

Sir  Thomas  Dewar  has  asked  the  Home  Secretary,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  attention  has  been  called  by  the 
Coroner  for  the  City  of  London,  and  other  officers  holding 
similar  positions,  to  deaths  through  misadventure  arising 
from  the  sale  of  poisons  in  unlabelled  vessels,  if  he  would 
consider  the  expediency  of  adding  poisons  such  as  phos- 
phorus, cocaine,  and  chlorodynes  to  the  schedu'e  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1863  and  arranging  for  the  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  corrosive  mineral  acids  and  ammonia  unless  in 
vessels  bearing  the  word  poison ;  and  would  the  sale  of 
poisonous  preparations  to  young  children  be  prohibited  ? 
Mr.  Akers-Douglas  replied  :  It  does  not  rest  with  me  to  take 
any  such  measures  as  are  suggested  ;  but  I  may  refer  my 
honourable  friend  to  the  answer  given  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  effect  that  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharma3y 
Acts  will  be  introduced  in  another  place  after  Easter. 

Mr.  Lough's  Bill. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lough  came  up  for 
second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  but, 
several  members  rising  to  oppo-e  it,  the  second  reading  has 
now  been  put  down  for  April  18.  Meanwhile  two  more 
members — both  representing  the  City  of  London  (Sir  Joseph 
Dimsdale  and  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs) — have  given  notice  of  their 
intention  to  move  tne  rejection  of  the  measure  whenever  it 
may  come  before  the  House. 

Views  of  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs. 

Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  in  the  course  of  a  brief  conversation  in 
the  Lobby,  said  he  is  opposing  the  Bill  because  he  objected 
to  the  clause  which  renders  it  a  h'me  qua  non  that  every 
director  of  a  company  which  dispenses  and  sells  medicines 
should  be  a  properly  qualified  chemist.  In  his  opinion,  it  is 
amply  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  public  that  the 
man  who  actually  dispenses  the  medicines  should  be  a 
qualified  chemist. 

Mr.  Devlin's  Objection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  who  has  also  given  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  states  that  his  chief 
objection  to  the  measure  is  due  to  a  belief  that  if  it  becomes 
law  it  will  tend  to  raise  enormously  the  price  of  medicines. 


Fucol. — This  is  a  German  proprietary  substitute  for  cod-liver 
oil  prepared  by  the  maceration  of  certain  iodine-coutaiaiog  sea- 
weeds, previously  roasted  in  a  special  manner,  in  a  fatty  oil. 
The  product  is  an  elegant  olive-green  liquid  with  a  pleasant 
odour  and  a  taste  which  is  stated  to  resemble  that  of  freshly 
roasted  coffee.  It  can  be  readily  emulsified.  Fucol  gives  a 
characteristic  green  colouration  when  a  drop  of  sulphuric  acid  is 
addel  to  its  chloroformic  solution, 
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Mr.  Boot  again  Addresses  M.P.s. 
The  following  is  the  test  of  a  circular  which  hai  been 
sent  to  members  of  the  House  of  Commons.    The  original  is 
■a  quarto  sheet.    We  endeavour  to  follow  the  style  of  printing 
on  a  reduced  scale  as  far  as  our  type  will  allow  : 

MONOPOLY  BY  ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

PHARMACY    BILL,  1904. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  promoting  this  Bill  wholly  for 
the  sake  of  Clauses  7  and  11,  all  other  pretexts  beirig  purely 
affectations,  and  the  remaining  clauses  being  for  the  most  part 
non  contentious  in  principle. 

Clauses  7  and  11  will  put  the  Members  of  that  Society  as 
retailers  of  Chemicals  and  Drugs  in  the  position  of  monopolists, 
and  the  prices  of  the  simplest  and  most  common  chemicals  and 
drugs  could  be  manipulated  against  the  public  interest  at  their 
pleasure  if  this  Bill  passed. 

What  Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
say  about  the  Bill : 

MR.  R.  L.  GIFFORD— "  The  Bill  stood  or  fell  with  Clause  7. 
It  was  the  principle  of  the  Bill." 

DIR.  A.  C.  WOO  FTON-"  Shall  we  go  forward  with  the  Bill, 
omitting  this  contentious  clause  ?  It  would  be  a  pity  to 
do  that,  for  without  it  the  Bill  is  of  little  value  " 

MR.  MARTINDALE— "He  approved  of  Clause  7.  .  .  .  "Without 
this  clause  they  would  not  be  able  to  check  such  Com- 
panies and  the  Bill  would  be  worth  nothing." 

Clause  7  provides  that  each  and  evry  Director  of  a 
Stores  or  a  Company  doing  a  Chemist's  und  Drug- 
gist's Business  must,  be  qualified  bu  examination,  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  following  extract  from  the  MANCHESTER  EVENING 
HEWS  of  27th  May,  1903,  very  well  explains  the  position  : 

"  So  far  as  the  Bill  provides  for  the  further  safe-guarding 
"  of  the  public  in  the  dispansing  and  sale  of  medicines  there 
"  is  nothing  to  be  said  against  it,  but  where  the  protection  of 
"  the  public  is  made  an  excuse  for  an  attempt  to  kill  trade 
"  competition  the  Bill  is  not  likely  to  commend  itself  either 
J<  to  Parliament  or  the  Public.  It  is  difficult  to  see,  for 
"  instance,  with  what  other  object  Section  7  of  the  Bill,  pro- 
"  viding  that  every  Director  of  a  Company  trading  as 
"  Chemists  and  Druggists  must  be  a  registered  person,  and 
"  not  a  Director  of  any  other  Company  carrying  on  a  like 
"  business,  can  have  been  drafted.  There  cannot  possibly  be 
"  any  protection  to  the  public  in  the  fact  that  the  Directors 
of  a  Company  are  qualified  Chemists.  The  Directors  are 
"  not  the  persons  who  compound  the  prescriptions  taken  into 
"  the  Company's  shops,  and  if  they  employ  properly  qualified 
"  persons  to  compound  the  physic  the  public  is  amply  pro- 

*  tected  One  is  not  surprised  to  find  them  (the 

"'  Pharmaceutical  Society)  eager  to  cripple  their  most  power- 
"  ful  trade  adversaries.  But  Parliament  is  not  likely  to  lend 
1  its  assistance  to  such  an  object,  and  Chemists  and  Druggists 
1  would  be  well  advised  to  depend  rather  upon  their  business 
"  acumen  for  meeting  competition  than  upon  Parliamentary 
"  assistance." 

■Clause  11  wnild  enact  that  after  a  Company  has  fully 
complied  with  the  regulations  and  safeguards  pro- 
vided bj  the  law  it  must  still  suffer  under  .all  the', 
same  disabilities  as  if  it  h  id  not  done  so. 
For  the  above  reasons  the  two  Clauses  in  the  Bill  named  should  1 
fee  eliminated  before  the  Bill  is  alio  ved  to  bs  considered,  and  it 
would  then  be  quickly  found  that  the  interest  of  the  Members  of 
'the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the  Bill  would  have  vanished. 

JESSE  BOOT, 

Chairman  Drug  Companies  Association. 

London  March,  1901. 


Then  follows  a  list  of  some  of  the  members  and  supporters 
of  the  Drug  Companies  Association  (Limited),  which  we 
have  previously  published. 

Interviewing  a  M.P. 

A  deputation  of  the  North  Kent  and  District  Chemists' 
Association,  consisting  of  Mr.  E.  Millnouse  (Gravesend),  Mr. 
H.  N.  Pryke  (Northfleet),  and  Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke  (Graves- 
end),  had  a  conference,  by  appointment,  with  Sir  Gilbert 
Parker,  M.P.,  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Gravesend,  on  Friday, 
March  18,  in  reference  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  now  before 
Parliament.  A  most  interesting  discussion  took  place,  in 
which  Sir  Gilbert  Parker  evinced  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  Bill  and  its  objects,  and  freely  admitted  the  just  cause 
of  the  promoters.  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  besides  expressing  his 
decided  intention  to  vote  for  the  second  reading,  willingly 
offered  his  co-operation,  if  so  desired,  to  assist  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  obtaining  the  influence  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  all  possible  facilities  for  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  L.C.A  and  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Pentney,  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  Chemists'  Association,  writing  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Carteighe's  recent  speech  at  Brighton,  says  : 

If  the  Council  will  only  take  local  Associations  into  their  con- 
fidence, I  am  sure  good  work  could  be  done  in  the  Lobby  and  out 
of  it.  Only  this  week  splendid  service  has  been  done  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association, 
and  I  was  pleased  to  see,  a  short  time  since,  Mr.  Carteighe  him- 
self acknowledge  that  the  L.C.A.  deserved  the  thaaks  of  the 
Council.  What  we  want  is  a  settled  plan  of  campaign  by  a  band 
of  picked  London  chemists  who  are  so  situated  that  they  can  carry 
on  the  work  laid  down  by  general  consent.  We  have  a  real 
grievance,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  placed  before  the  members  of 
the  House  in  a  proper  light  those  wrongs  will  be  redressed.  The 
policy  of  the  L.C.A.  has  been  and  always  will  be  "  to  be  a  power 
not  in  front  but  behind  the  throne."  Without  the  Society  we  can 
do  nothing,  but  with  a  powerful  backing  ohe  Society  will  be  able 
to  win  us  back  that  for  which  we  have  worked,  and  have  a  right 
to — preventing  others  from  robbing  and  monopolising  our  title, 
which  in  many  cases  has  cost  us  so  much. 


personality 


It  is  understood  that  Mr.  C.  B  Allen  (London)  and  Mr 
Octavius  Corder  (Norwich)  are  not  to  seek  re-election  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  is  opening  a  discussion 
at  the  Automobile  Club  on  Friday,  March  25,  on  alcohol  as  a 
motor  fuel  in  place  of  petrol. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  on  Wednesday  evening  gave  a  lantern 
lecture  before  St.  Paul's  [Cathedral]  Ecclesiological  Society 
on  "  Painting  and  Sculpture  in  the  Roman  Catacombs." 

Mr.  R.  C.  Brown,  who  for  many  years  has  been  connected 
with  the  Detroit  laboratories  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  laboratory  of  the 
firm  at  Hounslow,  London. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Appeal  Committee  and  the  Works  Committee,  and  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson  has  been  elected  on  the  Establishment  Committee, 
Parliamentary  Committee,  and  Rivers  Committee  of  the 
London  County  Council. 

On  retiring  after  over  twenty-seven  years'  service  with 
Messrs  Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists,  Ipswich, 
Mr.  William  Motts  was  presented  by  the  firm  and  his  fellow 
employes,  on  March  19,  with  a  marble  clock  and  a  malacca- 
cane  walkiDg-stick,  to  mark  the  goodwill  which  had  existe 
between  employers  and  employed.  The  presentation  wa 
made  by  the  manager  (Mr.  Robert  Fountain),  and  the  firm 
wrote  to  Mr.  Motts  stating  that  they  could  not  speak  too 
highly  of  the  way  he  had  served  them  for  so  many  years. 


E.  Casasco  di  S.  Antonino  di  Susa  was  found  killed  in  a 
compartment  of  a  Turin-Genoa  train  on  February  26,  at  Sampier- 
darena  Station.  He  had  founded  one  of  the  finest  manufactories 
of  compressed  medicines  in  Italy. 
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A UNIQUE  opportunity  presents  itself  to  our  readers  this 
week  in  the  offer  of  those  rare  gases  argon  and  helium 
in  purchasable  quantities.  Hitherto  these  gases  have  been 
scientific  curiosities  and  exclusively  used  for  research,  and  a 
week  ago  nothing  appeared  further  from  pharmaceutical 
dreams  than  the  idea  of  beiDg  able  to  purchase  100-c.c. 
quantities  of  either  of  the  gases.  Messrs.  T.  Tyrer  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Sterling  Chemical-works,  Stratford,  E.,  are  now 
offering  100  cc.  tubes  of  either,  packed  in  a  strongbox  for 
transmission,  post-free,  for  one  guinea.  It  is  not  long  since 
5  cc.  of  either  gas  was  worth  a  guinea,  but  could  not  be 
bought.  Doubtless  there  are  some  amongst  our  readers  who 
can  use  the  gases  for  demonstrations  and  research-purposes, 
and  there  are  many  others  who  can  make  a  splendid  window- 
attraction  of  the  tubes. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  state  how  the  supply  has  been 
secured.  We  learn  that  some  time  ago  Sir  William  Ramsay 
asked  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  to  treat  for  the  recovery  of  radio- 
active substances  a  quantify  of  a  recently  discovered 
mineral  hitherto  and  as  yet  unnamed  by  mineralogists.  Sir 
William,  on  preliminary  testing,  found  helium  in  the 
mineral,  but  in  greater  quantity  than  in  cleveite.  The 
quantify  obtained  was  so  great  as  to  suggest  the  desirability 
of  arranging  for  its  preparation  and  preservation  beyond  the 
scale  possible  in  the  College  laboratories.  So  far  as  is 
known,  this  is  the  first  time  helium  has  been  obtained  in 
quantity  sufficient  to  place  it  at  the  disposal  of  laboratories. 
When  this  idea  occurred  as  to  helium,  it  transpired  that  a 
considerable  quantity  of  argon  had  accumulated  in  Sir 
William  Ramsay's  hands,  and  it  was  decided  to  offer  this 
surplus  aho  to  those  who  have  not  the  means  of  obtaining 
the  gas  otherwise.  This  supply  has,  of  course,  no  connection 
as  to  source  with  the  hflium  referred  to.  The  mineral  in 
which  the  helium  was  "  occluded  "  presents  possibilities  in  a 
radio-active  direction  which  are  likely  to  astonish  the 
scientific  world,  as  the  radio-activity  is  so  great  as  to  sug- 
gest the  presi-nce  of  radium,  which,  however,  exists  in  it  in 
infinitesimal  amount. 

Each  of  the  tubes  sent  out  by  Messrs.  T.  Tyrer  &  Co.  is 
to  be  accompanied  by  directions,  by  Sir  William  Rarrsay,  for 
the  removal  of  the  gas,  which  may  be  usefully  given  here  : 

Make  two  cuts  with  a  file  at  a  and  5.  Place  a  piece  of  thick- 
walled  LB.  tubing  over  each  end.    The  top  piece  should  be  about 

2  inches,  or  5  cm.,  in 
length,  and  should  be 
wired  with  copper 
wire  at  one  of  the  con- 
strictions of  the  glasa 
tube.  The  glaas  tube 
should  be  clamped  in 
a  vertical  position, 
and  the  I.tl.  tube 
filled  with  mercury. 
A  piece  of  glass 
tubing  of  thermo- 
meter bore  should  be 
bent  into  the  form 
shown  in  the  figure, 
and  pressed  into  the 
open  end  of  the  india- 
rubber  tube  The 
mercury  will  flow 
through  the  capillary 
bore  and  fill  the 
capillaiy  tube.  Re- 
verse the  position  of 
the  tube  in  the  clamp, 
and  attach  a  piece  of 
similar  thick-walled 
I.R.  tubing  about  2 
ftet,  or  600  cm.,  long 
to  the  other  end, 
wiring  it  as  before  ; 
wire  to  its  other  end 
an  open  reservoir,  as 
m  the  sketch.  Pour 
some  mercury  into  the 

reservoir,  and  pinch  the  rubber  tube  so  as  to  expel  all  air,  re- 
peating until  no  more  bubbles  escape.  Then  reverse  the 
apparatus  in  the  clamp,  so  as  to  stand  as  shown  in  the  cut. 
Place  under  the  inverted  syphon  a  mercury  trough,  as  thown 


Fig  a 


fill  a  small  tube  with  mercury  and  invert  it  over  the  open  encj 
of  the  syphon.  Place  a  screw  pinch-cock  at  a.  Now  break  the 
filed  ends  of  the  helium-tube  through  the  rubber  tubing,  by  help 
of  a  pair  of  pliers,  the  bottom  one  first.  The  apparatus  is  now 
a  small  gasometer;  and  by  raising  the  reservoir,  helium  can  be 
forced  out  into  tubes  placed  to  receive  it,  the  rate  of  passage 
being  regulated  by  the  pinch-cock. 

To  fill  a  vacuum-tube  with  the  gas  a  Topler  or  a  Sprengel 
pump  is  required.  The  apparatus  shown  in  fig.  n  is  sealed  on  to 
the  pump,  and  the  stop- 
cocks a  and  b  being  closed, 
and  c  opened,  the  apparatus 
is  pumped  empty.  The 
stopcock  at  b  is  opened 
gently,  so  as  to  fill  the 
capillary  syphon  to  as  far  as 
(I  wit.li  mercury.  The  ex- 
haustion is  proceeded  with 
until  the  vacuum-tube  e 
becomes  phosphorescent  on 
passing  a  discharge  from 
a  Ruhmkorff  coil.  This 
may  take  half  an  hour  if  the 
tube  is  a  new  one  ;  if  the 
electrodes  are  of  alu- 
minium, they  will  give  off 
hydrogen,  and  this  gas 
must  be  comcletely  re- 
moved by  pumping  until 
its  spectrum  is  r.o  longer 
seen.  The  stopcock  c  is 
closed  when  the  tube  is 
completely  vacuous.  The 
tap  b  is  then  carefully 
opened,  and  the  mercury 
allowed  to  rise  about  2  or  3 
mm.,  so  as  to  withdraw  a 
little  helium  from  the  tube/; 
this  tube  must  be  pushed 
down,  so  that  the  drawn- 
out  end  of  the  invtrbd 
syphon  projects    into  the 

helium.  By  raising  it,  mercury  will  follow  the  helium,  and 
will  expel  it  into  the  bulb  g  ;  it  will  pass  through  the  tube  li 
which  contains  phosphoric  anhydride,  and  will  enter  the 
vacuum- tube.  The  spectrum  will  be  that  of  pure  helium;  it  wilf 
be  seen  to  consist  of  brilliant  lines,  two  in  the  red,  one  brilliant 
yellow,  one  brilliant  green,  several  blue-green,  and  one  violet- 
The  presence  of  a  banded  spectrum  in  the  red,  orange,  and  green 
denotes  the  presence  of  nitrogen — that  is,  of  air.  But  if  these 
manipulatious  have  been  successfully  conducted,  the  spectrum 
will  exhibit,  dark  spaces  between  the  lines.  After  the  tube  has 
been  sealed  off,  the  remaining  bubble  of  gas  can  be  collected 
through  the  pump,  the  stopcock  c  being  opened. 

As  the  tigtitness  of  such  glass  stopcocks  depends  wholly  on  the 
grease,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  lubricant  prepared  by  heating 
together  1  part  of  black  rubber,  1  part  of  vaseline,  and  \  part  of 
solid  paraffin-wax,  iu  a  small  beaker  or  porcelain  crucible,  until 
melted  and  homogeneous,  makes  a  stopcock,  if  it  is  reasonably  well 
ground,  perfectly  tight. 

A  Wakefield  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the  Wakefield 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  March  23.  at  the  White- 
Horse  Hotel,  Wakefield.  Twenty-two  persons  were  prestnt, 
amongst  the  visitors  being  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  (Hudders*- 
field),  Mr.  Billmgton  (Barnsley),  Mr.  H.  Hebden  (Halifax), 
Mr.  A.  B.  Baiker  (Heckmondwike),  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley 
(Bradford),  Mr  R.  Broadhead  (Batley),  and  Messrs.  Bea.- 
cock,  Preston,  Mundell,  and  Kirk  (Leeds).  Mr.  T.  C.  Whaley 
(President  of  the  Association)  occupied  the  chair.  In  the 
speeches  that  followed  the  dinner  Mr.  Walshaw  (Hudders- 
field)  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,"  to  which  Mr.  Chaplin  responded.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  always  been  subjected! 
to  adverse  criticism,  and  that  this  was  now  being  followed  by 
much  that  was  favourable.  The  introduction  of  new  blood 
upon  the  Council  had  led  to  its  policy  being  framed  more- 
in  the  interests  of  o  untry  chemists  than  in  the  old  days. 
Mr.  Billington  (Barnsley)  proposed  '■  The  Wakefield  Chemists'" 
Association,"  and  Mr.  W.  Pollard  replied.  Other  toasts 
were  "Kindred  Associations,"  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  P. 
Sargeant  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Hebden  (Halifax)> 
"  The  Visitors"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Clyde  and  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  Priestley  (Bradford)  and  Mr.  Broadhead! 
(Batley).  A  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical'! 
Society  Benevolent  Fund  realised  21.  13s.  6d. 
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Maltova  is  now  being  supplied  in  1-lb.  and  2  lb.  tins,  to 
retail  at  2s.  6d.  and  Us.  6i.  These  sizes  are  also  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list. 

A  Handsome  Soap-bowl  is  offered  this  week  by  Messrs. 
D.  &  W  Gibbs  (Limited),  City  Soap-works,  E.,  the  contents 
being  their  famous  cold-cream  soap  or  a  special  shampoo 
quality  of  the  same. 

The  Carlton  Import  and  Export  Company  (Chas. 
Fuerst,  proprietor),  155  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C.,  has 
undertaken  the  agency  for  the  "  Carlton "  brand  of  Norwegian 
cod-liver  oil  shipped  by  Mr.  Johan  Bugge,  of  Bergen, 
Norway. 

Rogers'  Sprays.— Mr.  Frank  A.  Rogers,  327  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  issues  a  well-got-up  Medical  Price  List  which 
contains  full  particulars  of  the  Rogers'  sprays  for  laryngo- 
logical,  otological  and  rhinological  work  and  other 
specialities.  The  list,  which  is  illustrated,  is  useful  to 
every  chemist  for  reference. 

Fennings'  Cooling-powders.  —  A  letter  which  the 
maker  of  these  powders  has  received  from  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  is  printed  in  our  advertisement  pages.  It  mentions 
the  novel  point  that  a  Fennings'  powder  may  be  "  wrapped 
up  in  a  piece  of  paper  which  is  net  sealed,  gummed,  or  tied 
with  string  or  fastened  in  any  way." 

Radium  Wanted. — In  an  advertisement  which  appeared 
in  our  Supplement  last  week  it  appeared  that  the  adver- 
tiser wanted  exceptionally  active  salt — viz  ,  one  of  •  which 
"  5  milligrammes  will  light  up  a  barium  platino  cyanide 
screen  distinctly  through  .'t6  pennies."  This  should  have 
been  "  4  to  6  pennies,"  but  "  a  few  pennies  "  is  inserted  this 
week. 

Emulsion-display  Competition.  —  Particulars  of  a 
tiovel  competition  organised  by  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  & 
Stevenson  (Limited),  4  Jewry  Street,  E  C,  are  given  in  our 
advertisement  pages.  A  five-pound  note  is  offered  for  the 
best  design,  received  from  chemists  or  their  families,  for  a 
display  of  emulsion  of  cod  liver  oil  at  the  next  Chemists' 
Exhibition. 

Messrs.  T.  Morson  &  Son,  of  Southampton  Row,  W.C , 
notify  that,  in  c:nsequ<n3e  of  the  Easter  Holidays 
and  removal  to  new  premilses,  they  will  be  closed  for 
business  purposes  from  April  1  to  4  inclusive.  '  Commencing 
April  5  their  new  address  will  be  14  Elm  Street  (close  to 
Holborn  Town  Hall),  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C,  where  all 
communications  should  be  addressed. 

Easter  Holidays. — The  following  firms  will  close 
their  offices  from  March  31  to  April  5 : — Messrs.  Fletcher, 
Fletcher  &;  Co.,  North  Lonrion  Chemical  Works,  Holloway,  N. ; 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  EC  ; 
Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Co.,  Park  Street,  Southwark,  S  E.  ; 
Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  (Limited),  22  City  Road,  London, 
EC.  Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan  (Limited), 
15  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E  C. 

"Natural  Mineral  Waters."— Messrs.  Ingram  &  Royle 
(Limited),  26  Upper  Thames  Street,  E  C,  have  published  an 
eleventh  edition  of  this  useful  book.  It  gives  particulars  of 
the  origin,  analyses,  and  properties  of  over  a  hundred 
natural  mineral  waters  which  are  in  demand  from  chemists, 
and  fnrms  a  very  useful  reference  book  for  physicians  and 
pharmacists.  Any  C.  §  B  subscriber  can  get  a  copy  of  the 
book  from  Messrs.  Ingram  &  Royle  free  on  application. 

Cod-liver  Oil  —Messrs.  A.  Albrethson  &  Co.,  41  Ann 
Street,  Glasgow,  who  are  agents  for  the  O.H.  Gold  Medal 
Brand  of  Norwegian  non-freezing  cod-liver  oil  manufactured 
by  Mr.  Oluf  Holm,  of  Aalesund,  Norway,  submit  a  sample  of 
the  new  season's  oil,  which  we  find  to  be  of  superior  quality, 
being  pale,  almost  odourless,  and  remarkably  free  from  taste. 
As  cod-liver  oil  is  now  on  the  rise  intending  buyers  in  barrel 
lots  wou'd  do  well  to  write  for  samples  and  quotations  to 
Messrs.  Albrethson.  , 

P.A.T.A.  Additions. — Mr.  Edward  Cleave,  39  Great 
Portland  Street,  W.,  informs  us  that  he  has  placed  Hannay's 
perfumes  and  soap,  De  Sanctis's  pills,  Mulreaddy's  pills  and 


cough-elixir,  Marshall's  collyrium  and  ophthalmic  ointment 
and  "Friend  in  Need"  ointment  on  the  list  of  P.A.T.A. 
protected  articles.  Other  additions  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list 
during  March  and  not  already  noted  are  "  Castols,"  Chin- 
nocis's  pills,  "  Codols,"  Cook's  "Throne"  soap  and  "Savon 
Mignora,"  "  Cremalto,"  "Leci-Maltico,"  "Nutrico,"  Pasmore's 
cloth-renovator  and  furniture-gloss,  and  Stevens's  tonic  pink 
pills. 

"  Eureka  "  Garden  chemicals. — This  is  the  season  of 
the  year  when  stocks  of  garden-chemicals  should  be  over- 
hauled and  replenished,  and  as  many  of  these  can  only  be 
stocked  and  sold  legally  by  registered  chemists,  it  behoves 
them  not  only  to  make  the  most  of  their  opportunities  but 
to  meet  the  public  requirements.  In  this  connection  we 
call  attention  to  the  "Eureka  "  weed-killer  made  by  Messrs. 
Tomlinson  &  Hayward  (Limited),  of  Lincoln.  This  is  put 
up  in  a  distinctive  and  safe  manner,  the  lever-topped  tin 
being  printed  in  a  way  that  distinguishes  it  from  other  com- 
modities, and  prominently  labelled  "  Poison."  The  prices  of 
the  "  Eureka  "  are  protected,  and  Messrs.  Tomlinson  &  Hay- 
ward  give  rerailers  every  assistance  in  getting  business.  The 
firm  have  also  introduced  a  range  of  horticultural  prepara- 
tions— viz.,  the  Eurekatine  fumigant,  "  Eureka"  insecticide, 
Bordeaux  mixture,  summer  shade,  &c. — and  these  lines  may 
be  profitably  handled  by  cte.nists. 

Syphon-trade  Competition.— Camwal  (Limited)  an- 
nounce a  novel  competition,  with  the  view  to  encouraging 
increased  trade  by  chemists  in  Camwal  syphons,  especially 
to  encourage  chemists  to  push  the  sale  of  syphons  amongst 
those  who  are  not  regular  customers  for  medicines,  thus 
opening  a  considerable  field  of  trade.  The  offer  is  a  sum  of 
50Z.,  and  a  second  50/.,  provided  1,000  entries  are  received, 
the  100Z  to  be  divided  into  eight  prizes,  to  be  awarded  to 
the  eight  chemists  who  show  the  greatest  percenrafce  of 
increase  in  their  sales  of  Camwal  syphon-waters  during  the 
twelve  months  from  January  1  to  December  31,  1904  com- 
pared with  their  sales  during  1903.  The  competitors  will 
be  grouped  in  three  classes,  viz. :  (1)  Vendors  of  500  dozen 
and  upwards,  (2)  vendors  of  300  dozen  to  500  dozen,  and 
(3)  vendors  of  100  dozen  to  300  dozen  during  1903  Tne 
highest  prize  is  251.  and  the  lowest  4Z.  Full  particulars  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  Camwal  (Limited),  112  Pem- 
broke Street,  Loudon,  N.,  or  the  branches  at  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  Bristol,  Harrogate,  and  Mitcham. 
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ANOTHER  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  Patent-medicine 
Vendors'  and  Drug-store  Keepers'  Association,  held  at 
Manchester  last  week  (see  C.  $  D.,  March  19,  page  471),  is 
even  more  piquant  than  the  one  already  recorded.  In  the 
course  of  a  perfervid  address,  Mr.  W.  J.  Leggett  asked  what 
were  the  circumstances  that  had  led  to  the  introduction  of 
this  remarkable  measure  ?  [  The  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment 
Bill  ]  Was  the  public  safety  invalidated  1  Had  any  evidence 
of  that  been  placed  before  the  Poisons  Committee  1  There 
had  been  none.  Was  there  any  newspaper  evidence  that  the 
unqualified  drug-store  keeper  made  mistakes?  ("None  at 
all  ")  The  evidence  was  all  the  other  way — the  chemists 
and  druggists  were  the  biggest  sinners.  (Hear,  hear.)  They 
were  the  principal  poisoners  of  the  people,  as  statistics 
proved.  Only  the  other  day,  he  continued,  at  a  coroner's 
inquest,  a  Lincoln  chemist  gave  evidence  that  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  supplying  an  old  woman,  seventy-six  years  of 
age,  with  2  oz  of  laudanum  every  time  she  sent  for  it.  His 
trade  in  tincture  of  opium,  he  said,  sinca  he  had  taken  over 
the  business,  was  only  one-third  of  what  it  used  to  be ; 
and  he  added  that  carriers  brought  it  in  Lincoln  and  took 
it  into  the  country  districts.  These  were  the  pe  jp'e  w  ho 
were  asking  Parliament  to  pass  a  Bill  to  protect  the  pu  >lic, 
declaimed  Mr.  Legnett.  In  the  case  of  this  chemist  at 
Lincoln — where,  it  mi4ht  be  asked,  did  his  superior  know- 
ledge, judgment,  and  training  come  in  1  It  was  said  that 
hundreds  of  limited  companies  had  been  formed  simply  to 
evade  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Members  of  Parliament  were  no.t 
likely  to  be  deluded  by  such  a  statement.  The  man  who 
converted  his  business  into  a  limited  concern  was  prevented 
from  retailing  poisons,  and  could  not  dispense.    That  was 
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well  known.  If  the  Act  had  failed,  how  was  it  there  were 
so  many  prosecutions?  The  Poisons  Committee's  report 
showed  that  from  January,  1896,  to  Janua'y,  1901 — a  period 
of  six  years — the  number  of  unqualified  assistants  to  "  bond- 
fide  chemists  "  convicted  for  selling  scheduled  poisons  was 
nicety-five,  and  patent  medicines  132.  Of  scheduled  poisons, 
in  the  limited  companies'  stores,  there  were  only  forty  cases, 
and  of  proprietary  medicines  forty-seven,  in  which  prose- 
cutions took  place.  There  were  50  per  cent,  more  sales  by 
bond  fide  chemists  than  by  proprietary  companies.  What 
they  [chemists]  were  trying  to  raise  in  Parliament  was, 
as  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  said,  a  misrepresentation  of  the  facts  ; 
they  could  not  get  behind  it,  and  proprietors  of  drug-stores 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that  they  were  not  going  to  be 
made  political  scapegoats  by  these  people  for  their  own 
ends.  (Cheers.)  Preferring  to  indentured  assistants,  Mr. 
Leggett  quoted  Mr.  Pond's  letter  (see  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  March  5,  page  396),  and  went  on  to  say  that,  he 
knew  men  who  had  been  engaged,  after  serving  bond-fide 
indentures  for  thirty  years  and  more  in  dispensing,  and 
asked  were  these  men  to  have  no  consid^ ration  from  Parlia- 
ment ?  If  there  was  to  be  a  Bill,  let  it  be  an  honesc  one, 
and  one  that  would  not  inflict  injustice  upon  anybody. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  he  had  proved  his  point  that 
the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendmeot  Bill  aimed  at  establishing  a 
monopoly — at  making  the  drug-trade  a  close  trade.  But 
the  days  of  old-fogeyism  were  gone.  Changed  conditions 
must  be  recognised  and  rights  must  be  respected.  (Ch-ers.) 

Alter  the  discussion  a  series  of  resolutions  were  formally 
submitted  to  the  meeting  and  passed  unanimously  as 
follows : 

Moved  by  Mr.  Pigott  (Manchester),  and  seconded  by  Mr.  A, 
Guess  (Leeds)  :  "  That  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill,  1904,. 
has  been  introduced  solely  in  the  interests  of  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  meet  the  competition  of  drug-stores  and  drug- 
companies,  and  is  an  attempt  to  oust  drug- store  proprietors  from 
their  business  and  to  secure  for  themselves  a  monopoly  of  the 
trade." 

Moved  by  Mr.  F.  Radcliffe  (Oldham1,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hardman  (Leeds) :  "  That  the  benefit  which  has  accrued  from  the 
reduction  in  the  price  and  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  drugs 
has  resulted  from  the  competition  of  drug  stores,  and  that  the  Bill, 
by  creating  a  monopoly,  would  prejudice  the  interests  of  the 
public." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Chambers  (Bolton),  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Leggett 
(Liverpool)  :  "  That  the  alterations  in  the  law  suggested  by  the 
Bill  as  affecting  the  sale  of  poisons  are  not  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  majority  report  in  1899  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  Poisons." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Councillor  Whittaker  (Clayton-Ie-Moors), 
seconded  by  Mr.  Bland  |  Burnley)  :  "  That  it  would  be  a  grievous 
injustice,  and  one  which  this  meeting  feels  Parliament  will  not 
sanction,  to  prevent  drug  store  proprietors  from  continuing  to  carry 
on  the  business  which  they  have  for  many  years  lawfully  carried  on 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  as  shown  by  the  very  large  support  which 
they  have  received  from  the  public,  including  the  right  of  dis- 
pensing and  compounding  such  medical  prescriptions  as  do  not 
contain  scheduled  poisons." 

Moved  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Lees  (Stalybridgel,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Clement  Crompton  (Bury) :  "  That  the  Bill,  if  passed,  will  entail 
the  throwing  out  of  employment  of  a  very  large  body  of  men,  a 
large  number  of  whom  are  qualified  by  regular  apprenticeship,  and 
have  been  recognistd  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as  exempt, 
together  with  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  from  certain  medicine  stamp-duties." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Clapham  (Manchester  ,  seconded  by  Mr.  Woods 
(Liverpool) :  '■  That  this  meeting,  representative  of  the  drug-store 
rade  claims  that  licensed  patent  medicine  vendurs  should  be  autho- 
rised to  sell  as  they  did  prior  to  adecision  of  the  Court  inl892,and 
in  the  same  way  as  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Scciety,  all  the  well-known  and  old-established  proprietary  medi- 
cines, even  though  containing  a  minute  quantity  of  scheduled 
poisons,  and  resents  the  unnecessary  monopoly  so  enjoyed  by 
chemists  and  druggistB  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  suggestion  was  made  that 
a  locil  society  should  be  formed  for  Manchester,  on  the  lines 
of  the  one  established  at  Leeds,  for  the  protection  of  the 
interests  of  drug-store  proprietors.  Several  gentlemen 
expressed  their  intention  to  join  such  a  society  if  formed. 


The  exports  of  chemicals.,  drugs,  dyes,  and  medicines  from  the 
United  States  during  1903  amounted  to  .$14,276,000,  against 
$13,437,000  for  1902  and  $14,267,000  for  1901. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  price3 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G. :  March  24. 

BUSINESS  in  Mincing  Lane  produce  is  much  quieter  than 
usual  this  week,  and  altogether  there  have  been  very 
few  inquiries  for  crude  drugs.  The  demand  for  ipecacuanha 
has  suddenly  stopped ;  and  most  Japanese  articles  are 
nominal  at  the  moment  in  the  absence  of  business.  The 
advance  in  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  continues,  and  business 
has  been  on  a  much  larger  scale  this  week,  the  market 
closing  strong.  Quinine  is  very  quiet,  and  a  shade  easier  in 
second-hands.  Morphine  has  been  advanced  2d.,  while 
codeine  has  been  reduced  Id.  Eserine  is  also  lower.  In 
spice?,  Jamaica  ginger  is  rather  cheaper,  and  Zanzibar  cloves 
have  fluctuated  considerably,  being  lower  on  balance.  In 
essential  oils  a  moderate  speculative  business  has  been  done 
in  American  HGH  peppermint  oil  at  lower  prices,  with 
further  sellers.  Citronella  oil  is  Id.  dearer  on  the  spot,  in 
view  of  the  continued  scarcity ;  and  star-aniseed  oil 
remains  weak.  The  subjoined  table  shows  the  principal 
fluctuations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Morphine  and 

salts 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Shellac 

Oil,  citronella 

Balsam,  Peru 

Capsicums 

Chillies 

Oil,  cocoanut 

Quinine  (sec. 

hands) 
Senega 

Cloves  (Zan.) 

Codeine 

Eserino 

Ginger  (Jam, 
and  Cochin) 

Oil,  clove 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint (HGH) 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  March  24: — Large  sales  of  opium  continue  to  be 
made,  and  the  market  has  assumed  a  firmer  position  owing 
to  severe  cold  weather. 

Hamburg,  March  24  :— Refined  camphor  is  rising,  700m. 
being  quoted.  Carnauba  wax  is  also  firmer.  Cod-liver  oil 
is  dearer,  at  350m.  per  barrel ;  and  American  HGH  oil  of 
peppermint  is  firmer,  at  14Jcn.  per  lb. 

New  York,  March  24 :— Market  here  is  active.  Quinine 
is  firm  at  25c.  per  oz  Menthol  is  dull  of  sale  at  $5  75, 
while  refined  camphor  is  strong  at  93c  per  lb.  Balsam 
copaiba  remains  easy  at  33 :.,  and  peppermint  oil  is  firmer 
at  $2  80  per  lb.  for  HGH,  and  $3  30  per  lb.  for  tin  oil. 
Golden  seal  (hydrastis)  ''ontinues  scarce  at  $1  15  per  lb. 

Bergen,  March  23  6  50  p.m.  :— The  total  catch  of  cod  for 
the  whole  of  Norway  (including  the  winter  fishing,  which 
amounted  to  615  920  cod  and  480  hectolitres  of  oil)  now 
amounts  to  14  694  000,  which  has  yielded  4  873  barrels  of 
oil.  At  the  coi  responding  period  of  1903  the  catch  amounted 
to  7,229  000,  and  th-  yield  999  barrels,  and  in  the  corre- 
sponding week  of  1902  the  catch  was  20  278  000,  and  the 
yield  11,568  barrels  The  fishing  still  continues  very 
miserable,  especially  at  Finmarken,  and  the  livers  are  very 
poor.  The  market  has  a  strong  upward  tendency,  and  280s. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  has  been  paid  for  new  non- 
cocgealing  medicinal  oil. 
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Alcohol.— German  potato  spirit  is  firm,  and  present 
prices  are  likely  to  be  unaltered  for  some  months  to  come. 
The  current  quotation  is  lOd.  per  gallon  delivered  in  bond. 

Arrowroot.— Nothing  was  offered  in  auction.  Privately 
St.  Vincent  has  been  sold  at  lf<Z.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru.— On  the  spot  4s.  3d.  to  4&  Qd.  per  lb.  is 
quoted.  In  5-case  lots  Hamburg  quotes  4«  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
being  easier. 

Benzoin.— Sales  privately  were  made  last  week  after  the 
auction  at  6/.  5s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  Sumatra  seconds,  rather 
false  packed,  and  at  5/  2s.  Qd.  for  ordinary.  Palembang  gum 
is  firmly  held  at  52s.  Qd.  for  good  glassy  seconds.  The  first- 
hand offerings  are  practically  in  one  broker's  hands.  Siam 
continues  very  scarce,  and  for  a  case  of  bold  selected  almonds 
offered  at  the  auction  a  month  ago  35/.  is  reported  to  have 
been  paid. 

Camphor. — Quiet.  From  second-hands  Japanese  tablets 
are  offered  at  3s.  4fZ  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  3s.  2d,  for 
March-April  shipment.  A  Hamburg  report  dated  March  21 
states  that  a  quieter  tone  is  evident,  and  bids  of  3s.  51.  for 
refined  in  bells  would  be  considered.  For  forward  delivery 
Japanese  tablets  (1  oz.)  April-May  shipment  from  Japan  are 
quoted  3s.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  and  "slabi  "for  March- April 
shipment  at  the  same  price. 

Cannabis  Indica. — A  consignment  is  reported  to  be  on 
the  way  which  may  ba  offered  at  rather  lower  than  present 
spot  pi  ices. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  London  Customs  Bill  of,  Entry 
reports  the  arrival  of  the  sailer  Imberhorne  from  San 
Francisco  with  3  533  sacks  of  ''•  bark,"  most  of  which  has 
been  sold  to  arrive.  There  is  very  little  or  no  demand  for 
cascara  at  the  moment,  new  bark  being  offered  at  80s.  on  the 
spot,  and  for  old  bark  from  92s.  Qd.  upwards  is  asked, 
according  to  holder. 

Cinchona. — The  auctions  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
April  7  will  consist  of  6  700  bales  and  396  cases,  weighirg 
'646  595  kilos.  The  stock  in  first  hands  at  Amsterdam  on 
March  17  consisted  of  4,233  packages  Government  bark  and 
6,697  packages  private  bark,  including  the  quantity  offered 
above.  The  following  figures  relate  to  the  shipments  from 
Java  from  1899  to  1903  : 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Private  plan- 
tations 
(Amst.  lbs.) 

Government 
plantations 
(Amst.  lbs.) 

Total  exports 

9,752,639 
659,657 

9,338,596 
660,975 

12,018,397 
7:8,796 

12,575,676 
943,259 

12,947,742 
808,581 

10,412,296 

10,027  571 

12,777,193 

13,518.935 

13,755,323 

Coca  leaves.— The  exports  from  Java  during  1903 
amounted  to  510  bales,  against  1,741  bales  in  1902, 470  bales 
in  1901,  and  591  bales  in  1930. 

Cocoa-butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  April  5  will  consist  of  85  tons  Van  Houten's,  16|  tons 
De  Jong,  and  10  tons  Mignon  brand. 

Codeine. — The  makers  have  reduced  the  price  by  Id.  per  oz., 
and  now  quote  pure  crystals  at  8)-.  Id.  per  oz..  with  a  reduction 
of  3d.  for  100-oz.  lots.  Hydrochlor.  is  now  7s.  <\d ,  phosphate 
■Qs.  Qd.,  and  sulphate  7*  <\d.  The  above  reduction  is  said  to 
be  due  to  the  desire  of  the  three  British  maker  s  to  "  squeeze  " 
the  new  Swiss  synthetic  maker,  and  in  furtherance  of  this 
object  they  have,  on  the  other  hand,  advanced  the  price  of 
morphine,  which  constitutes  the  raw  material  for  the 
manufacture  of  synthetic  codeine. 

Copper  Sulphate.— Quiet,  but  steady,  at  211.  10s.  per 
ton  for  best  brands,  guaranteed  pure,  and  20/.  5s.  for  ordinary 
■make. 

During  1903  the  imports  into  Italy  amounted  to  21,541,400 
ikilos.  against  25,106,500  kilos,  in  1902,  and  52,058,400  in  1901. 

Cubebs. — The  shipment  from  Java  during  1903  amounted 
to  2  414  piculs.  against  1,975  piculs  in  1932,  2  360  piculs  in 
1901,  and  4.807  piculs  in  1900. 


Dragon's-blood. — Good  bright  lump  is  inquired  for,  but 
very  little  is  to  be  had  from  first  hands.   There  is  no  inquiry 

for  reed,  sellers  asking  91.  per  cwt. 

Elemi. — There  has  been  an  arrival  of  65  packages  this 
week. 

Ergot. — Spanish  is  quoted  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and 
for  shipment  2;.,  c.i.f.,  is  an  agent's  quotation.  Russia  i  on 
the  spot  is  quoted  Is.  Qd.  net  for  good  clean. 

Eserine. — Makers  have  reduced  their  prices  to  5s.  per 
gram  for  B.P.  sulphate  or  salicylate.  Ten-gram  lots 
are  quoted  4s.  9d ,  and  50  grams  4s.  6i.  per  gram. 

Galls. — Chinese  are  firm,  business  having  been  done  in 
the  usual  shape  at  54s.,  c.i.f.,  to  arrive. 

Gambier. —  Cubes  are  slow  of  sale,  with  sellers  at  35..'.  for 
good  free. 

GAMBOGE. — Very  firm.  Fair  Siam  pipe,  part  blocky,  con- 
tinues to  sell  at  15?  10s.  per  cwt.  in  small  lots.  Stocks  are 
in  much  smaller  compass,  there  being  only  8  or  9  cases  in 
first  hands. 

Gentian  is  qoted  2 Is.  to  2ls.  Ql.  per  cwt.,  spot,  for 
fair,  and  for  arrival  18s.  to  18s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Grains  of  Paradise  are  offered  at  46s.  Qd.  per  cwt., 
spot. 

Honey. — The  existing  stocks  of  Californian  have  been 
added  to  by  the  arrival  of  433  cases  per  Imberhorne 
from  San  Francisco,  and  we  also  note  the  arrival  of  about 
260  packages  Jamaica  of  the  new  crop. 

Ipecacuanha. — It  is  estimated  that  about  30  to  40  pack- 
ages changed  hands  last  week,  including  the  auction-sales  ; 
but  since  then  there  has  been  no  demand.  Holders  of 
Cartagena  still  ask  5s.  ;  about  13  packages  of  this  description 
have  arrived  this  week,  but  no  Rio. 

Isinglass. — At  the  periodical  auctions  fair  supplies  were 
offered,  of  which  about  one  quarter  sold  at  steady  rates, 
including  a  large  quantity  of  Bombay,  which  was  highly 
limited.  Brazil  was  Id.  per  lb.  lower.  Penang  was  about 
steady,  tongue,  however,  being  firm.  Saigon  was  mostly 
bought  in. 

Lime-juice. — Raw  West  Indian  is  quoted  at  Is.  Id. 
to  Is.  2d.  per  ga'loa,  and  business  has  been  done  at  the 
higher  figures.    Supplies  on  the  spot  are  scaice. 

Menthol. — Quiet  at  from  18s.  to  18s.  3d.  spot  for  Ko- 
bayashi  brand. 

Morphine.— A.t  the  en  1  of  last  week  mikers  announced 
an  advance  of  2d.  per  oz.  in  morphine  and  salts,  and  now 
quote  pure  precip  at  5s.  Qd.  (crystals  5s.  8^.),  acetate  4s.  5^., 
hydrochlor  4s.  5d.  (crystals  4s.  Id ),  meconate  5s.  Qd., 
sulphate  4s.  5d.  (crystals  4s.  7d),  and  tartrate  5s.  Qd.  per  oz. 
all  net;  100  oz.  lots  for  delivery  over  three  months  are 
quoted  Id.  per  oz.  le~s,  and  250  oz.  contracts,  delivery  over 
six  months,  2d  per  oz  less — no  reduction  clause. 

Oil,  Castor. — Quiet.  Hull  make  for  prompt  delivery  is 
offered  at  21?.  17s.  Qd  per  ton  for  medicinal  quality,  and  2\d. 
per  lb.  in  cases :  firs  pressing  19/.  7s.  Qd.  for  prompt,  191  10s. 
for  April-June,  and  19/.  17s.  Qd.  for  July-December  delivery 
in  barrels;  cases  2\d.  per  lb  lor  prompt  delivery  ;  seconds, 
in  barrels,  17/.  7s.  Qd.  prompt,  all  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  improved  demand  noted  last  week 
has  been  well  maintained,  and  prices  have  again  advanced 
considerably.  We  understand  on  good  authority  that  a  well- 
known  emuhion  maker  has  been  buying  heavily,  and  to  this 
fact,  together  with  the  poor  fishing,  may  be  attiibuted  the 
advance.  Early  in  the  week  a  well-Kno*n  brand  of  new 
Norwegian  oil  was  off ering  at  250s  per  barrel,  f.o  b  ,  and  in  one 
quarter  several  parcels  of  twenty-fives  and  fifties  were  sold  at 
this  figure  ;  since  then  260s., c.i.f.,  and  270s.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid 
for  new  season's  oil  for  prompt  shipment,  and  on  Wednesday 
several  agents  were  asking  275s.  to  285s.,  according  to  brand. 
To-day  several  agents  are  without  offers  aad  the  maiket 
closes  firm.  On  the  spot  250s.  per  bairel  has  been  paid  for 
last  season's  oil,  but  no  more  is  to  be  had  at  this  figure.  In 
Newfoundland  oil  business  har  been  done  at  227s.  Qd.  ■  n  the 
spot,  but  one  holder  now  asks  an  advance  of  25s  oi  this  price. 
For  July-August  shipment  new  crop  is  quoted  230s.  to  arrive 
Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  March  19  that,  owing  to 
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unfavourable  weather,  another  week  has  passed  without  any 
eon-dderaole  improvement  in  the  catch.  The  fishing  at  Lofoten 
and  Sondmore  (Aalesund)  is  very  poor,  and  Aalesund  is  an 
eager  competitor  for  the  few  parcels  of  oil  now  arriving  on 
the  Bergen  market.  The  tendency  of  the  market  is  very 
strong,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  prospects  for  the 
season  are  at  present  quite  disheartening.  For  finest  non- 
congealing  medicinal  oil  250^.  to  260s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  has  been  paid,  and  offers  at  these  figures  are  not 
easily  obtained  (280s.  has  since  been  paid).  If  we  should 
have  another  week  of  bad  fishing,  we  shall  certainly  have 
much  Higher  quotations.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date 
amount  to  490|  barrels,  against  683£  barrels  at  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year. 

Oils,  Essential.— The  absence  of  demand  and  quiet 
business  generally  have  lat-ly  brought  out  sellers  of  American 
HGH  Peppermint  oil  at  14;.'.  per  lb.,  aid  some  quantity  has 
changed  hands  at  this  price.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
bought  by  a  few  speculators,  who  quite  anticipate  higher 
prices  before  ths  new  crop  comes  to  hand ;  sellers  now  ask 
13s.  IQhd  with  buyers  at  13s.  6d.  Tin  oil  appears  to  be  some- 
what source  on  the  spot,  and  for  shipment!  one  brand  is 
quoted  12*.,  c.i.f.  JBH  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  lis  9i. 
net,  and  Todd  has  advanced  his  price  to  14s.  net. 
Japanese  dementholised  oil  is  very  quiet  and  nominal 
at  from  6s.  7±d.  to  6s.  9d.,  spot,  for  Kobayashi,  and 
at,  6<  61.  tor  Suzuki.  West  Indian  distilled  Lime  oil  is 
offered  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  Star  aniseed  oil  is  weak,  the  bulk 
of  the  sellers  asking  5s.  3d.,  but  probably  Id  less  would  buy 
in  quantity.  Eucalyptus  oil  is  steady  at  Is.  2 1,  per  lb.  for 
oil  containing  63  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent,  cineol.  Good 
green  Singapore  Cajuput  oil  of  B.P.  quality  is  worth  4s.  per 
bottle,  and  small  sales  have  been  made  at  this  price.  The 
spot  price  of  Citronella  oil  ha^  advanced  to  Is.  21.  per  lb.  for 
drums  or  cases,  and  for  shipment  llj^ ,  c.i.f.,  has  been 
refused.  Genuine  Sassafras  oil  is  offered  at  2s  4rZ  per  lb. 
net.  The  break  in  cloves  has  caused  a  decline  in  Clo.  e  oil, 
which  is  obtainable  at  from  4s.  6d.  to  4s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Petroleum. — Me-srs.  0.  W.  Callery  &  Co.  write:  "  Ths 
recent  sharp  decline  in  prices  is  a  roretaste  of  possible 
developments  in  the  near  future,  and  the  trade  gcner  dly  are 
awaiting  the  turn  of  affairs  after  the  expiration  of  the 
.season's  contracts  at  the  end  of  the  pnsent  month."  The 
lowest  spot  prices  ruling  on  the  Liverpool  market  are 
*2\d  per  gal.  for  pure  Pennsylvania  refined,  and  l\d.  net  for 
water  white.    Russian  is  6\d.  per  gal.  net. 

Quinine  is  quiet,  second-hand  sellers  quoting  \\\d.  per  oz. 
on  the  spot,  and  a  small  sale  has  been  made  at  this 
figure  for  the  usual  brands  of  German  sulphate  ia  bulk. 
All  the  German  makers  now  quote  our  basis  of  Is.  Id.  tor  bulk, 
and  Howards  advanced  their  quotation  last  wjeK  by  Id.  to 
Is.  2d  in  bulk,  and  Is.  4^  in  vials. 

The  Amsterdam  quinine  works  advanced  their  prices  on 
March  17  by  lfl.  per  kilo.,  their  quotations  now  being  22ifl.  for 
Ed.  II.,  and  24£fl.  for  Kl.  III. 

Radium.  —A  London  agent  has  received  the  following 
let  er  from  his  Paris  house  in  regard  to  radium:  "We  can 
actmlly  furnish  bromide  of  barium  and  of  radium.  This 
product  has  been  manufactured  at  our  own  works  and  pos- 
sesses remarkable  luminous  properties ;  the  activity  is 
1,500  units  (a  unit  being  the  rays  emitted  by  the  metallic 
uranium).  We  doubt  whether  the  prjduct  offered  in  your 
market  at  20s.  is  bromide  of  radium;  probably  it  is  the  same 
arr.icle  which  we  offer  you,  i.e ,  bromide  of  barium  and  of 
radium.  Up  to  now  only  very  infinitesimal  quantities  of 
pure  bromide  of  radium  have  been  obtained,  and  only 
M.  Curie,  in  his  experiments  at  the  Sorbonne,  has  succeeded 
in  showing  it.  We  should  therefore  beware  of  buying  this 
product,  of  which  the  activity  may  be  somewhat  problematic 
and  needs  looking  into." 

Saffron. — The  exports  from  Spain  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  December  were  as  follows  : 

1901  1902  1903 

Ttilos.    ...    97,846  82,017  72,795 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  this  week  include  10  bales 
of  grey  and  6  bales  of  native  red.  Honduras  of  fine 
quality  is  wanted;  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  is  about  the  value. 

Senega. — -From  New  York  3s  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted,  and 
■on  the  spot  holders  ask  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  net. 


Shellac. — Firm.  On  the  spot  a  fair  business  has  been 
done,  inc'uding  fair  to  good  Tif  orange  descriptions  at  from 
203s.  to  208s ,  and  inferior  resinous  quality  at  from  191s.  to 
195  .  Good  and  fine  orange  makes  are  still  scarce. 
AC  garnet  is  woith  187s.  61.  spot,  and  small  sales  are  re- 
ported at  this  price  Button  lac  has  been  ia  moderate 
demand  at  dearer  rates.  For  arrival  TN  for  February- 
March  shipment  has  been  sold  at  202s.,  c.i.f.  At  the  close 
of  last  week  a  dull  tone  prevailed  in  the  market  for 
"futures"  the  market  closing  weaker  with  sales  of  March  at 
202s.,  and  May  at  199s.  to  198;.  This  week,  however,  the 
market  has  been  dearer  on  the  receipt  of  higher  prices  cabled 
from  Calcutta,  but  with  few  sellers  business  has  been 
restricted.  March  has  been  sold  in  a  small  way  at  203s  6:1 , 
May  at  205s.,  and  August  at  203s  to  204s  6  I.  per  cwt.  To- 
day the  market  closes  strong  1,000  cases  selling,  including 
May  at  2D6s.  to  210s. 

Spices.  —  At;  auction  on  Wednesday  Jamaica  Ginger 
proved  s'ow  of  sale,  only  50  packages  selling  at  easier  rates 
out  of  35L  offered.  Middling  dullish  sold  at  41*.',  common 
dark  to  ordinary  33s.  to  35s.,  common  Rhatoon  31s.  6d.,  and 
wormy  28s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Of  Cochin  362  packages  were 
offered,  and  about  40  bags  sold,  including  fine  bold  Calicut 
rough  at  40s.,  anri  cuttings  21s.,  bold  washed  was  bought  in 
at  36s.  Limed  Japanese  (40)  was  bought  in  at  25s.  Penang 
Pepper  was  bought  in  at  61.,  and  fair  Aleppy  at  5|  I.  Pri- 
vate'y  Singapore  is  6\\d.  on  the  spot,  and  for  March-May  ship- 
ment sellers  ask  6j?/l.  with  buyers  at  6d.  Good  White 
Singapore  pepper  was  bought  in  at  auction  at  10^d.,  and 
fair  Siam  at  9$d. ;  sellers  privately  ask  9\d.  for  fair,  and 
9^d.  for  fair  Penang.  Four  packages  West  Indian  Ma-e 
sold  at  Is.  lOi.  for  fair  pale,  and  Is.  9d.  for  fair  mixed. 
Chillies  sold  at  lower  rates,  including  fair  sound  at  33s.  to 
40s.;  flat  red  Java  were  bought  in  at  30s.  Capsicums  were 
e  sier,  fine  large  picked  Nyassaland  selling  at  33s.,  and 
medium  picked  27s  Cinnamon  chips  partly  sold  at  2\d. 
per  lb.  The  offerings  of  Nutmegs  were  unimportant.  Of 
105  cases  Penang  Cloves  offered,  82  cases  sold  without 
reserve  at  full  prices,  more  or  less  damp  and  wet  selling 
at  from  Id.  to  8^d.  ;  sound  bright  picked  were  bought  in  at 
lOi.  Privately  Zanzibar  cloves  have  fluctuated  considerably, 
and  prices  are  lower  on  balance.  At  the  close  of  last  week 
March-May  delivery  sold  at  from  7^d.  to  7Ty?.,  but  on 
Tuesday  l\d.  was  paid,  and  on  Wednesday  1,000  bales  were 
sold  at  6},^/.  to  6}d>.  up  to  l^d. 

Turmeric. — Good  bright  Madras  finger  has  been  sold  at 
from  10s.  61.  to  lis.  par  cwt.  For  arrival  Bengal  of  the 
new  crop  for  April-M-iy  shipment  has  been  recently  sold  at 
9s  3i  ,  c.i.f.  Havre,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  8s.  9d ,  c.i.f. 
London. 

Vanillin. — Makers  quote  Is  5.1.  per  oz. ;  but  in  second- 
hands  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  3yi.  is  quoted. 


Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  March  15  to  23, 
inclusive:  Acid,  acetic  (fffi  Fredrikstad)  174,  (@  Hamburg) 
17  bins,  (@  Rotterdam)  63  bins.;  acid,  carbolic  (<§>  Cologne), 
50  cks. ;  acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux),  16;  acid,  lactic,  10;  acid, 
salicylic,  7;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Rotterdam),  12;  aloes  (@  Mossel 
Bay),  37;  arsenic  (@  Antwerp)  12,  (@  Oporto)  135;  bleaching- 
powder  (@  Hamburg),  90;  borax  (@  Valparaiso),  4,337  ;  buchu 
(@  Cape  Town),  23;  Cilabar  beans  (@  W.C.  Africa),  21; 
cantharides  l@  Hamburg),  3;  camphor  (@  Singapore),  10; 
cardamoms  (@  Colombo)  239,  (@  Antwerp)  17;  chamorade3  (@ 
Ghent),  8 ;  citrate  of  lime  (@  Mo-sina)  73,  (@  Palermo)  108  ; 
cloves  (@  Marseilles)  500,  (@  P-man^i  15;  coci-leaves  (@ 
Valparaiso),  12  ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Bordeaux)  103,  (@  Marseilles) 
53,  (@  Tarragona^  4;  colocynth  @  Marseilles),  7;  elemi  (@ 
Hong-Kong',  65;  fenugreek  seed  @  Co  :onada),  152;  galls  (@ 
Shanghai),  125  cs. ;  gentian  (@  Bordeaux),  18;  g-ntian-powder 
(@  Marseilles',  35;  ginger  (@  Bombay)  2,830,  (@  Marseilles)  140, 
l@  W.C.  Africa)  254,  (@  Jamaica)  355 ;  gum,  uoenumerated  (@ 
Bombay),  65;  honey  (@  Valpiraiso)  25,  (@  San  Francisco) 
430  cises,  (  fi>  Jamaica)  255;  iodine  (@  Kobe),  20;  jaborandi  (@ 
Parahyba),  17;  kola  (@  W.C.  Africa),  41;  lemon-juice  (@ 
Catania)  13  cks.,  (@  Measinal  30  pps  ;  lemon  juice,  cone.  (@  Mes- 
sina), 21  pps. ;  liquorice  (@  Marseilles)  300  cs.,  root  (@  Marseilles) 
110;  lobelii  (@  Baltimore),  13;  menthol  (@  Hamburg',  30 ;  oil, 
castor  (®  Calcutta)  100  cs.,  (@  Leghorn)  45  cs.;  oil,  clove  (@ 
Amsterdam',  2  dms.  ;  oil,  coddiver  ((Si  Aabsund)  347,  (@  Bergen) 
197,  (@  Christiansa  id)  5,  (@  New  York)  79,  \@  Rotterdam)  45  cs.  ; 
oil,  lemongrass  (@  Cochin),  25;  oil,  peppermint  (©Hambu^) 
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27;  oil,  rose  (@  Bombay),  8;  oil,  wood  (@  Shanghai),  29 ;  oils, 
essential  (@  Palermo!  24,  (@  Messina)  179,  (@  Hong-Kong)  40, 
(@  Hamburg)  50,  (@  New  York)  30;  opium  (@  Marseilles)  18,  (@ 
Smyrna)  153;  orange-peel  (@  Marseilles),  8;  pot.  caustic  (@ 
Hamburg),  10;  pot.  cblor.  (@  Baltimore)  500  kegs,  (@  Antwerp) 
40  ;  pot.  permang.  (@  Hamburg),  40  ;  pot.  pruss.  (@  Hamburg)  6, 
(@  Antwerp)  15;  quicksilver  (@  Seville),  5,000;  quillaia  (@ 
Talcahuano),  93;  sandalwood  (@  Bombay),  291;  sarsaparilla  (@ 
Belize)  8,  (@  New  York)  18;  scammony-root  (@  Marseilles i,  34  ; 
senna  (@  Alexandria)  30,  (@  Taticorin)  90,  (@  Suez)  60  cs.  49  bis. ; 
shellac  (@  Calcutta)  1,638,  button  493  ;  soy  (@  Hong-Kong >,  274  ; 
sugar  of  lead  ( *  Rotterdam),  14;  tartar.  (@  Messina)  31,  (@ 
Hamburg)  26,  (@  Barcelona)  35,  (@  Bord-aux)  28;  tragacanth  (@ 
Constantinople),  34;  wax,  bees'  (@  Chili)  11,  (@  Calcutta)  15, 
(@  Barcelona)  11;  wax,  Carnauba,  10;  wax,  ceresin  (@  Ham- 
burg), 104. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  steady  and  also  improved  demand  at  practically  all 
centres  of  the  heavy-chemical  market,  both  on  home  and  export 
account,  for  main  and  miscellaneous  products,  and,  when  all 
points  are  considered,  trade  must  be  described  as  being  fairly 
satisfactory.  In  values  there  is  very  little  change,  and  prices 
generally  are  firm,  and  likely  to  continue  so. 

Alkali  Produce.  -  Main  products,  bleaching-powder,  caustic 
soda,  &c,  are  moving  well,  and  are  steady  as  late  rates. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia.  —Rather  more  business  has  been 
passing,  but  still  the  market  is  only  quiet.  Values  are  nominally 
as  last  mentioned. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  are  moving  fairly  well,  and 
higher  figures  are  maintained.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English 
and  Scotch  deliveries,  3(7.  per  lb.,  less  per  cent.  Glasgow,  with 
export  figure  id.  per  lb  less  and  net.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English 
and  Scotch  deliveries,  2j(7.  per  lb.,  less  2J  per  cent.  Glasgow,  and 
export  2d.  per  lb.,  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Alumina  Products.— Demand  keeps  fairly  good,  both  against 
contracts  and  on  new  account.  Crystal  alum,  lump,  5?.  to  t>7.  5s. 
per  ton  ;  lump,  in  tierces,  51.  5s.  to  57.  lO.s.  per  ton,  and  ground,  in 
bags,  51.  10s.  to  51.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  alumin*,  purest 
qualities,  and  practically  free  of  iron,  47.  to  47.  10s.  per  ton,  in 
large  casks,  with  customary  allowances  for  bags  and  loose  slabs. 
Alumino  ferric  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton.  Aluminous  cake,  50s.  to  55s. 
per  ton,  according  to  condition  and  package.  Hydrate  of  alumina, 
purest  quality  and  high  strength,  A1>03,  12?.  to  127.  10s  per  ton, 
in  large  casks.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  special  pulp,  dried  and  in 
lump,  37s.  6(7.  to  38s.  per  cwt. ;  ground,  38s.  to  39s.  per  cwt. 
Aluminate  of  soda,  high  strength,  AI0O3,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.. 
according  to  quantity  and  pacuage  ;  second  quality,  12s.  to  13s.  per 
cwt.  Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Chloride  of 
alumina  solution,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cvt.,  in  barrels. 

Liverpool  Drug=market. 

Lirerpnol,  March  23. 

Arsenic— The  price  remains  unaltered  at  13/.  10s.  per  ton. 

Acid,  Tartaric— The  price  of  foreign  continues  steady  at  12§(7. 
per  lb.  to  13(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  Liverpool,  but  very  little  business  has 
been  done. 

Canary-seed.— A  small  business  has  been  done  in  Turkish  at 
60s.  per  quarter. 

Castor  Oil. — The  value  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  remains 
unchanged  at  2£(7.  per  lb.;  for  shipment  25V7.  Pir  lb-  is  en 
couraged,  but  buyers  seem  unwilling  to  operate.  First-pressure 
French  remains  unchanged, 
tj  Fennel-seed. — Turkish  is  held  at  14s.  9(7.  per  cwt ,  ex  quay,  for 
near  arrival. 

Fenugreek-seed.— Sellers  are  still  firm  at  8s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Ginger(African). — Sales  of  new  crop  have  been  made  at  23s 
per  cwt.,  ex  quay. 

Kola.— Recent  arrivals  of  dried  have  been  sold  at  auction  at 
3f(7.  to  4(7.  per  lb. 

Honey  ((Jhilian).— Twenty  barrels  of  Pile  2  have  been  sold  at 
20s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  in  store. 

Turpentine  continues  steady,  at  42s.  6.7.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot. 

Wax  (Carnauba). — Recent  arrivals  of  grey  have  been  sol  1  a 
110s.  per  cwt, 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamourg,  March  22. 
Business  is  quiet,  and  shows  only  little  animation, 
Agar-agar  is  firm,  current  quality  being  offered  at  390m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  firm,  at  27m.  to  28m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  quiet,  at  700m.  per  100  kilos. 

Elemi  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  70m,  per  100  kiloi. 

Golden  Seal  is  scirce,  at  1,025m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  very  strong  and  scarce,  withagcod  demind 
and  small  blocks.  Selected  Rio  is  quoted  12m.,  and  Cartagena 
11  cn.,  per  kilo. 

Menthol  is  unchmged,  at  41m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  quiet,  at  675m  per  100  kilos. 


Sugar  of  Milk  is  firm,  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax  (Japanese)  is  firmer,  spot  delivery  being  quoted  135m.. 
and  forward  delivery  120m.,  p^.r  100  kilos. 

Wormseed  is  firm,  at  from  110m.  to  112m  per  100  kilo3. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Cod  liver  is  tending  firmer,  non-congealing 
being  quoted  280m.  per  barrel.  Filtered  Japanese  fish  oil  is 
quoted  30im  per  100  kilos.  Castor  oil  is  quiet ;  first-pressing,  in 
barrels,  is  quoted  39m.  par  100  kilos.,  c.i.f.  Hamburg.  Linseed 
and  rape  quiet. 

Oils  (Essential^.— Peppermint  is  firmer,  HGH  being  quoted 
14,Jm.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  at  16m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  is 
quoted  ll^m.  per  kilo. 

Lemon=oil  Analyses. 

In  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Messina  e  delle  Calabrie  "  of  March  10 
appears  a  communication  from  Dr.  E.  Bert'e,  in  which  he  con- 
trasts the  analysis  of  one  identical  sample  of  oil  of  lemon  sub- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Ogston  and  Moore,  Professor  Fabris  delle 
Gabelle  di  Roma,  and  Professor  Soldaini.  Messrs.  Ogston  and 
Moore  consider  the  sample  to  be  genuine,  and  the  other  analysts 
do  not. 

Norwegian  Cod=Iiver  Oil. 

Mr.  Joh.  Rye  Holmboe,  in  his  circular  dated  March  12,  states  that 
"  the  fair  prospect?  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  which  caused 
prices  of  cod-liver  oil  to  drop  have  proved  to  be  a  disappointment 
so  far.  The  Lofoten  fisaery  continues  exceedingly  poor  and  with 
no  prospects  of  an  early  improvement.  Fish  seem  to  be  very 
scarce.  At  the  same  time,  livers  are  very  lean,  and  in  some 
districts  they  are  fully  as  bad  a3  last  year.  The  production  of 
oil  at  Lofoten  i3  pract'cilly  as  insignificant  as  last  year,  being 
only  45'J  hectolitres  up  to  to-day,  against  50  hectolitres  in  1903. 
During  the  preceding  eight  years  the  production  up  to  March  12 
has  been :  1895,  6,000 ;  1896,  2,200 ;  1897,  7,000 ;  1898,  3,600  ; 
1899,  4,500;  1900,  3,800;  1911,  5,003;  1902,  5,000  hectolitres. 
During  the  last  few  days  the  home  market  has  been  rapidly  rising, 
and  in  all  probability  the  upward  course  will  continue  unless 
there  should  be  an  unexpected  improvement  at  Lofoten.  At  the 
moment  new  first-quality  oil  cannot  be  had  at  less  than  225s." 
[The  price  has  since  advanced. — Ed.]  A  few  barrels  of  1903  oil 
mav  be  had  at  about  10  per  cent,  less  than  the  price  of  new. 

Messrs.  Heinr.  Meyer  &  Co.  also  write,  under  date  of  March  14, 
that  the  result  of  last  week's  catch  in  Lofoten  was  very  dis- 
couraging indeed.  D.iring  the  past  twenty  years  (last  year  only 
excepted)  the  amount  of  liver  and  oil  produced  has  never  been  so- 
small  in  any  corresponding  week,  especially  considering  the  fact 
that  the  fishing  last  week  was  supposed  to  be  at  its  height. 
Outside  of  Lofoten  the  catch  has  been  somewhat  better.  The 
oil  yield  of  the  liver  has  continually  been  declining,  and  the 
price  has  therefore  advanced.  At  present  the  prospects  are 
somewhat  gloomy,  but  of  course  there  is  a  possibilitv  that  con- 
siderable quantities  of  cod  may  be  caught  later,  as  has  sometimes 
been  the  ease  in  former  years.  The  catch  of  cod  in  the  Lofocens 
up  to  March  14  has  been : 


Hectolitres 

Hectolitres 

Cod 

of  Oil 

of  Liver 

March  14, 1904  

1,500,000 

450 

334 

March  14,  1903  

434,000 

50 

329 

March  15, 1902  

7,900,000 

5,788 

1,784 

March  16,  1901  

5,500,000 

6,806 

3,610 

The  result  for  the  whole  country,  including  Finmarken,  before 
Christmas  now  amounts  to  10,800,000,  which  has  yielded 
4,5 L9  hectolitres  of  oil  and  3,056  hectolitres  of  liver.  At  the 
corresponding  period  of  1903  the  catch  was  3,600,000,  oil 
825  hectolitres;  and  at  the  same  time  of  1902  the  catch  was 
16,300,000,  and  the  yield  11,270  hectolitres  of  oil.  The  stock  ia 
very  small,  and  the  prices  nave  advaaced  to  250s.  to  2o0s.  per 
barrel  for  best  non-freezing  Bteam-refined  oil. 


Coming  Events* 


Wednesday,  March  30. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate 
Circus,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Exhibit  on  of  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  specialities,  novelties,  and  apparatus.  Members  and 
their  friends,  also  ladies,  are  expected  to  turn  up  in  full 
force. 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association    Ordinary  meeting. 

Trmrsity,  March  31. 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
91  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.    Mr.  Maben  will 
lecture  on  "  Serums  and  Va-.cints." 


March  26,  1904 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  dearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

Concerning  Certain  Sophistries  about  Sulphur. 

Sir, — The  compilers  of  the  Dictionary  of  the  French 
Academy  once  consulted  the  celebrated  naturalist  Cuvier 
about  their  definition  of  a  crab,  which  they  described  as 
•"a  little  red  animal  which  crawl t  backwards."  "That, 
gentlemen,"  said  he  "is  a  most  admirable  account  of  it; 
my  only  objection  is  that  a  crab  is  not  an  animal,  is  not  red, 
and  does  not  crawl  backwards." 

Now,  with  the  most  profound  humility,  I  submit  that  when 
a  doctor  prescribes  sulphur  lotum,  which  the  P.L.  1821 
describes  as  a  soft,  impalpable,  lemon-coloured,  fine,  washed 
powder,  one  ought  not  to  dispense  the  sublimed  sulphur 
of  the  present  Pharmacopoeia — which  is  not  soft,  which  is 
not  impalpable,  which  is  not  lemon-coloured,  which  is  not 
fine,  and  which  is  not  washed.  "Somewhat  gritty"  is,  in 
fact,  the  essential  micro>copical  characteristic  which  the 
B.P.  insists  on,  and  the  absence  thereof  the  principal  point 
in  the  mind  of  any  prescriber  of  sulphur  lotum. 

Now,  as  sulphur  prajcipitatum  is  soft,  impalpable,  some- 
what lemon-coloured,  fine,  and  necessarily  washed,  I  suggest 
that  it  is  the  proper  thing  to  dispense  nowadays,  unless  a 
man  be  so  scrupulously  honest  as  to  treat  sublimed  sulphur 
with  such  successive  quantities  of  boiling  water,  and  such 
repeated  dryings  between  "  folds  of  bibulous  paper  "  as  may 
reduce  it  to  the  physical  characteristics  above  described. 
Of  course,  precipitated  sulphur,  as  distinct  from  milk  of 
sulphur,  was  practically  unknown  in  the  early  days  of  the 
last  century,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  defining  sulphur 
lotum  when  one  wanted  a  finely  pulverulent  preparation. 

If  you,  Sir,  do  not  fear  another  avalanche  of  indignant 
letters  to  answer  me  unanimously  that  I  am  wrong,  will  you 
allow  me  to  make  a  statement  that  may  shortly  be  of  grave 
interest  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act — namely,  that  of  the 
sublimed  sulphur  of  the  pharmacies  at  least  90  per  cent, 
will  not  pass  the  acid-test  of  the  B.P.  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  March  2L.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

Letters  before  Action. 

Sir, — ■"  Do  we  want  tho-e  '  letters  before  action '  dropped  ? ' 
asks  "  Xrayser."  The  best  answer  to  that  can  be  given  in  the 
Scotti-h  fashion  by  asking:  Whom  do  tho;e  "letters  before 
action  "  serve  best — the  chemist,  or  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  ?  If  it  is  to  the  Board's  advantage  that  the  pre- 
liminary letter  be  sent,  then  "Xrayser"  need  not  worry.  It 
will  be  continued  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  Let  me  give 
two  examples  of  the  manner  in  which  the  "  letters  before 
action  "  benefited  the  Board.  A  dozen  of  antibilious  powders 
•described  as  "the  best  remedy  for  biliousness,"  and  a 
smelling-bottle  "  for  cold  in  the  head  "  got  somehow  into  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and  they  sent 
a  "  letter  before  action  "  asking  why  a  fine  of  10/.  should  not 
be  imposed  in  each  case  for  being  sold  unstamped.  In  reply 
a  reference  was  given  to  certain  pages  in  Alpe's  book.  The 
powders,  it  was  pointed  out,  although  all  purchased  at  the 
same  time,  were  supplied  singly,  and  Alpe  says  a  single 
powder  is  not  liable  to  duty.  As  to  the  smelling-bottle,  it 
was  neither  used  internally  nor  externally,  and  therefore 
■exempi.  But  the  strongest  point  of  all  (and  it  will  still  be 
the  strongest  defence  for  all  qualified  chemists)  was  that  no 
proprie  ary  rights  or  secret  of  preparation  was  claimed  in 
either  case.  The  Board,  having  learned  what  the  defence 
was,  proceeded  no  further  in  the  matter,  and  did  not  even 
offer  an  apology  for  their  untenable  accusation  that  these 
medicines  wtre  liable  to  stamp-duty.  Here,  then,  were  cases 
where  the  Board  benefited  by  sending  a  "letter  before 


action,"  yet,  though  they  were  afraid  to  take  action,  they 
had  no  hesitation  in  marking  the  same  labels  as  liable  to 
duty  when  sent  up  to  them  some  time  later,  thus  showing 
the  absurdity  of  chemists  accepting  uuhesitatingly  the 
Board's  opinion  on  these  questions.  Ciution  is  commendable, 
says  the  copybook,  and  so  far  "  Xr-iyser  "  is  right;  but  we 
shall  find  it  pays  better  if,  instead  of  making  "  a  courteous 
statement  of  our  ignorance  and  regret "  in  reply  to  these 
letters,  we  let  the  Board  understand  that  all  the  wisdom  and 
knowledge  of  the  law  is  not  contained  within  the  confines  of 
Somerset  House. 

To  my  mind,  the  great  drawback  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Medicine-stamp  Act  is  administered  is  its  want  of 
definiteness.  The  man  has  not  yet  been  discovered  who  can 
draw  up  a  descriptive  label  and  say  unhesitatingly  "  that 
label  is  not  liable."  Now,  this  state  of  affairs  is  very 
harassing  to  one  who,  while  not  wishing  to  overstep  the 
limits  of  the  law,  wants  to  take  advantage  of  all  it  allows 
him.  I  suppose  there  is  little  chance  of  the  Act  being 
brought  up  to  date  and  made  more  definite,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  friction  of  working  it  might  be  greatly  lessened 
if  some  understanding  could  be  come  to  between  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  law  and  the  subjects  of  it  It  is  now 
admitted  that  chemists  have  certain  rights  under  the  Act 
which  other  individuals  have  not.  Making  this  our  starting- 
point,  then,  the  following  scheme  has  been  drawn  up  as  a 
basis  for  the  first  conference  on  the  subject  between  Blooms- 
bury  Square  and  Somerset  House  : 

A  chemist  and  druggist  shall  be  entitled  to  put  any  wording  he 
pleases  on  the  label  and  outside  wrapper  of  all  bottles,  boxes,  and 
packages  of  medicines  put  up  and  sold  by  him,  without  rendering 
such  medicines  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty,  provided — 

(a)  He  does  not  claim  any  proprietary  right  in  the  title  of  the 
medicine  or  wording  of  the  label. 

(6)  He  does  not  claim  any  exclusive  right  to  manufacture  the 
medicine. 

(c)  He  does  not  advertise  it  in  any  newspaper,  magazine, 
pamphlet,  handbill,  or  showcard. 

[d)  He  prints  his  name  and  address  on  the  label,  and  sells  the 
medicine  at  that  address  only. 

A  scheme  such  as  this  would  allow  a  druggist  legitimate 
scope  for  the  pursuit  of  his  calling.  It  would  protect  the 
Revenue  because,  as  soon  as  the  druggist  went  outside  of  his 
own  sphere,  the  Medicine-stamp  Act  would  come  into  force  ; 
while  the  restrictions  as  to  advertising  would  avoid  giving 
him  unfair  advantage  over  those  who  do  scamp  their  pre- 
parations. Yours  faithfully, 

Ex-razor.  (87/36.) 

New  Privileges  for  the  Craft. 

Sir, — In  consequence  largely  of  the  efforts  of  the  C.  $  D. 
the  several  classes  of  pharmacy  are  now  liberated  from  the 
pressure  of  Somerset  House  and  the  Excise  Office  to  a 
greater  extent  than  they  had  hitherto  thought  possible. 
In  tracing  the  law  of  cause  and  effect  it  is  interesting  to 
notice  that  the  change  in  the  relative  positions  of  prescribers 
and  dispensers  bas  materially  changed— instead  of  sub- 
serviency the  gigantic  power  du^j  to  knowledge  now  asserts 
itself  in  a  thousand  instances — the  influence  is  recognised 
not  only  by  a  "  discerniug  public,"  but  by  professional  men 
in  high  position.  That  the  general  practitioner  of  to-day  has 
not  impioved  his  position  or  his  opportunities  cannot  be 
denied,  whilst  the  patient  pharmacist  who  has  never  ceased 
to  seek  and  find,  to  knock,  has  tad  the  door  opened  to 
him,  and  honest  legitimate  labour  rewarded.  Without 
attempting  odious  comparisons,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
ordinary  practitioner  has  allowed  himself  to  drift  into  a 
position  that  does  not  tend  to  command  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  patients,  for  by  recommending  proprietary  articles 
he  gives  away  the  show,  and  whilst  the  retailer  reaps  but 
small  benefit  from  the  sale  of  proprietaries,  patients  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  recommending  to  each 
other  powerlul  drugs  ad  lib.  Numerous  instances  occur  in 
which  fatal  effects  have  followed,  either  by  accident  or 
intention.  Now  the  position  is  in  a  fair  way  to  equilibrium : 
all  that  is  required  is  that  chemists  should  study  such  works 
as  Dr.  Pereira's  "  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, "  and 
the  practical  one  by  Ringer.  Such  a  course  of  study  cannot 
fail  to  retrieve  much  of  the  loss  entailed  by  company-trading 
and  irresponsible  managers  and  assistants  who  are  unable 
to  compete  with  principals  behind  their  own  counters,  and 
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who,  by  their  kindness  and  sympathy,  gain  the  confidence 
of  such  as  consult  them,  thus  acquiring  without  ostentation 
a  position  de  cribed  in  the  "British  Almanack  and  Com- 
panion," page  95 : 

A  medical  man  is  forced  to  the  continual,  daily,  uninter- 
mittent  study  of  medical  science.  Each  case  he  undertakes  he 
can  make  a  means  of  extending  his  knowledge.  On  the  other 
hand,  esprit  de  corps  is  apt  to  degenerate  into  blind  conservatism 
and  a  pailistine  dislike  to  new  ideas  and  new  methods. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Mercubius.  (29/40.) 

The  B  P.  Melting-point  Method. 

glE) — I  agree  with  Dr.  Dobbin's  criticisms  of  the  official 
method  for  determining  melting-points,  and  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  deprecating  over-refinement  in  the  minutiae  of  any 
method.  The  Pharmacopoeia  is,  after  all,  a  layman's  book, 
from  the  high  scientific  point  of  view.  Its  object  is 
certainly  to  prevent  fraud  of  every  kind,  and  its  tests  have 
rightly  become  in  each  edition  more  refined  and  rigid. 
Accuracy  is  a  greater  virtue  in  such  a  publication  than  over- 
refinement.  Dr.  Dobbin's  conclusions  are  fully  sustained 
by  the  papers  on  melting  points  contributed  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conferences  of  1899  and  1900  by  myself 
and  Dr.  A.  Levy.  These  were  fully  reported  in  the  C.  jj'  B., 
and  may  be  found  in  the  "  Year-books  of  Pharmacy  "  or  the 
respective  years.  Dr.  Dobbin's  remarks  as  to  the  correction 
necessary  for  the  exposed  columns  of  the  thermometers  were 
fully  discussed  and  his  alternative  auticipated.  In  the 
result,  his  simple  recommendation  as  to  a  certain  specified 
length  between  points  0°  and  300°,  and  immersion  for  a 
specified  depth,  will  be  found  workable  by  anyone  and  suffi- 
ciently accurate  for  securing  a  requisite  degree  of  purity. 

I  agree  with  Dr  Power's  comments,  and  think  we  are 
indebted  to  him  for  his  reminder  as  to  the  German  Pharma- 
copoeia on  the  point.  I  also  agree  that  specifications  as  to 
dotation,  refraction,  and  other  physical  methods  should 
appear  in  the  next  edition  of  toe  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but 
without  needless  refinements  for  practical  use  in  pharmacy. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Stirling  Chemical-works,  E.,  Thomas  Tyrer. 

March  19. 

Eiston's  Syrup. 

SIR, — I  read  your  kindly  obituary  notice  of  Mr.  John 
McMillan,  of  Glasgow,  in  last  week's  issue,  and  was  par- 
ticularly interested  in  your  remarks  in  connection  with  the 
introduction  of  Easton's  syrup.  I  am  glad  to  have  it  publicly 
acknowledged  that  this  well-known  preparation  originally 
emanated  from  the  establishment  of  the  late  firm  of  Mur- 
doch Brothers,  of  Glasgow.  Dr.  Easton  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  was  an  esteemed  friend  of  my  father's,  and  the 
latter  was  always  pleased  to  speak  of  how  he,  as  a  chemist, 
assisted  Dr.  Easton  in  working  out  the  formula  of  this  pre- 
paration. My  father  and  uncle  *ere  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
the  latter  having  been  amongst  the  first  to  piss  the  Society's 
examination.  My  father  was  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  man,  and 
capable  old-fashioned  chemist.  In  the  'sixties  the  business 
of  Murdoch  Brothers  was  one  of  the  best  in  Glasgow,  and 
received  constant  personal  attentiun.  Mr.  McMillan,  as  one 
of  the  assistants,  no  doubt  helped  my  father  in  the  experi- 
ments, but  I  do  not  think  he  ever  claimed  that  he  was  the 
originator  of  the  syrup.  Yours  faithfully, 

John  Murdoch. 

52  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C  ,  March  21. 

On  Second  Thoughts. 

SIR, — Mr.  W.  T.  Leggett,  in  addressing  the  members  of 
the  Patent-medicine  Wndors  and  Drug  store  Keepers' 
Association  at  Manchester,  in  order  to  make  his  arguments 
appear  more  effective,  mentioned  a  cert-tin  statement  which 
had  been  written  to  him  by  the  late  Lord  Mayor  of 
Liverpool  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  poisons.  That  com- 
munication was  made  to  Mr.  Leggett  by  Mr.  Watson 
Rutherford,  M. P.,  during  the  heat  and  turmoil  of  a  keenly 
contested  parliamentary  election  in  the  West  Derby  Division 
of  Liverpool.  I  felt  it  incumbent  as  divisional  secretary  to 
combat  the  statement,  made,  and  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  placing  oar  position  fully  and  clearly  before  Mr.  Watson 
Rutherford,  at  the  same  time  soliciting  his  support  for  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  which  was  about  to  be  introduced. 


It  will  no  doubt  prove  interesting  for  Mr.  Leggett  to 
learn  that  in  a  letter  written  to  me  from  the  House  of 
Commons  Mr.  Rutherford  says,  "  I  am,  on  reflection,  of 
opinion  that  all  poisons  should  be  sold  by  qualified  persons 
only."  This  view  was  not  expressed  in  order  to  satisfy  a 
clique  during  the  progress  of  a  parliamentary  struggle,  but 
in  the  calm  and  reflective  repose  of  a  safe  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Yours,  Sec, 

M.  E.  Thomas, 

West  Derby,  Liverpool.  Divisional  Secretary. 

Brief  Ii9tters  and  Letters  in  Brief. 

S.  H.  (84/1)  writes  :  "I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  your  journal,  and  consider  the  least  I  can  do  when  replying  to 
any  advertisements  is  to  mention  the  C.  &  D.,  which  I  invariably 
do." 

Arabian  Oil  is  not  a  synonym  for  tr.  myrrh,  co.  Arabian  oil, 
as  I  have  known  it,  is  a  compound  of  ol.  rhodii  and  other  essential 
oils,  and  used  by  thosejwho  handle  horses,  the  smell  being  sup- 
posed to  have  a  quieting  influence  on  restless  animals.— Delta 
(87/33). 

Australian  Patents.—  M essrs.  W.  P.  Thompson  &  Co.  (Liver- 
pool) write  to  say  "  that  the  Governor-General  in  Council  of 
Australia  has  decreed,  in  accordance  with  the  new  Federal  Law,, 
that  patent  app  ications  for  Australia  can  now  be  formally  made 
at  the  Custom  House  of  the  capital  city  of  each  State.  The  fees 
and  stamp-duties  are  just  double  those  of  an  application  for 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

Unqualified  Assistants  Beware \  — Cosmo  (82/34)  writes 
"Tbis  being  the  age  for  breakfast- table  problems,  perhaps  the 
following  may  amuse  your  readers.  During  my  temporary  absence- 
my  unqualified  assistant  supplied  tr.  opii  to  a  pharmaceutical 
detective  ;  he  has  paid  a  51.  fine,  and  to-day  received  a  receipt 
for  same  written  on  a  summons  to  appear  in  court  next  week  or 
to  pay  10s.  more  for  solicitor's  expenses.  Is  this  Bloomsbury 
law  " 

Tincture-prices  in  1852. — Delta  (77/24)  writes:  "  It  seems  to 
me  that  Mr.  Storrar's  prices  for  tinctures,  &c,  may  be  a  little  mis- 
leading to  some  people.  I  have  no  data  as  to  1840,  but  in  1852 
the  price  of  S.V.R.  was  8s.  6<?.  per  gal.  A  year  or  two  after  the 
price  became  21s.,  the  increase  being  entirely  duty.  At  the  lower 
price  tinctures  at  id.  per  oz.  would  pay  better  than  with  the 
dearer  spirit  and  one-half  more  for  the  tincture." 

The  Litre. — "  It  is  somewhat  curious,"  writes  a  French  reader 
"  that  '  Xrayser  '  should  cite  this  measure  when  proposing  a  poste 
ponement  of  the  compulsory  use  of  the  metric  system.  Thd 
French  peasant  and  Parisian  housewife  still  talk  of  '  livres  '  and 
'  sous,'  the  timber-merchant  may  talk  of  'inches  '  ('pouces  '),  an^ 
the  driver  of  1  leagues ' ;  and  some  pharmacists  were  warned  no^ 
so  long  ago  not  to  use  the  old  weights  in  their  price  lists.  Bu 
the  litre  is  just  the  one  measure  everyone  acknowledges  is  con" 
venient  and  universal.  In  a  first-class  restaurant  one  may  talk  o 
bottles  and  half-bottles  of  wine  ;  but  the  workman  will  ever  have 
his  '  litre.'  He  clings  to  the  old  words  of  '  chopine  '  and  '  demi- 
setier,'  which  one  finds  in  Lemery  and  old  French  Pharma- 
copceias,  to  define  the  old  French  half-pint  and  quarter-pint ;  but 
Lemery's  word'pinte'  is  as  dead  as  a  doornail — the  '  chopine ' 
is  the  half-litre,  the  demi  setier  the  quarter-litre.  The  rawest 
'  bonne '  from  the  farthest  province  will  talk  in  litres.  The  kilo, 
is  open  to  criticism  for  .shopping,  the  metre  is  but  a  French  yard:, 
but  the  litre  is  as  handy  as  it  is  universal  abroad." 


Legal  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "Liable"  or  "Not  liable"  to  medicine 
stamp-duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and 
with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the 
marked  ones. 


86/17.  An  Ulster  Chemist. — The  only  point  that  can  be 
made  is  that  the  water  was  not  added  to  the  butter. 

86/7L  Rlni'jia  — Of  your  labels,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  5  are  not 
liable,  Nos.  2  and  4  are. 

85/51.  E.  §  S. — The  label  contains  a  disclosure  of  the- 
ingredients  of  the  medicine  for  indigestion,  thus  bringing  it. 
within  Exemption  3,  all  the  ingredients  being  knowEu. 
admitted,  and  approved. 

89/15.  R.  S.  8 — The  jelly  is  exempt  as  a  toilet-prepara- 
tion not  recommended  for  any  ailment. 
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86/74.  Inquirer. — The  titles  protected  by  the  Irish 
Pharmacy  Acts  are  "  pharmaceutical  chemist  "  (or  its  equiva- 
lents), "registered  druggist,"  and  "chemist  and  druggist." 

87/61.  Medical. — The  Scottish  Employers'  Liability  and 
Accident  Assurance  Company  (Limited),  Moorgate  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  are  the  most  likely  office  to  undertake  insurance 
against  doctors'  dispensing  errors. 

87/58.  Osmcne. — If  your  dry  shampoo  is  capable  of 
being  taken  internally  it  is  illegal  to  make  it  with 
methylated  spirit.  In  any  case  you  cannot  use  methylated 
spirit  for  it  without  the  express  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue. 

85/15.  A.  E. — (1)  Cough-lozenges  labelled  with  the  names 
of  the  principal  ingredients  may  be  put  up  in  boxes,  bottles, 
or  any  form  of  packet,  and  sold  without  stamp-duty  by 
persons  named  in  Exemption  3 — -yourself,  for  example. 
(2)  "  B.P.,"  "  B.P.C.  Formulary,"  "  Ph.  Formulas,"  and  C.  S;  D. 
Diary  are  sufficient  reference,  with  numbers  (if  any)  in  the 
case  of  the  latter  two,  and  the  year  of  the  Diary. 

88/55.  W.  H.  (Hull). — A  youth  who  has  passed  at  one 
examination  all  the  subjects  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Pre- 
liminary except  Latin  is  permitted  to  take  that  subject  at 
a  second  examination.  By  "  examination "  is  meant  one 
sitting  of  an  examination  ;  for  example,  two  sittings  of  the 
Oxford  Junior  examination  are  permitted  for  passing  all  the 
subjects,  but  not  three  sittings. 

88/33.  A.  D.  —  (V)  We  hesitate  to  accept  your  inference 
that  our  contemporary  means  to  mislead  you  and  others  to 
suppose  that  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  not  recognised 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  We  can  conceive  no  reason 
for  such  an  erroneous  idea;  the  book  (Vols.  I.  and  II.)  has 
been  definitely  approved  by  the  Board.  (2)  We  have  not 
yet  ascertained  the  name  of  the  anonymous  writer. 

88/27.  Dalam. — Labels  for  effervescent  salines,  similar  in 
composition  to  Lamplough's,  may  hold  out  the  preparations 
for  indigestion  and  other  ailments  without  involving  stamp- 
duty.  The  same  applies  to  seidlitz-powder  labels,  exemption 
having  been  created  by  the  Act  of  1833.  See  "  Pharmaceu- 
tical Formulas,"  Vol.  II.,  page  37  and  page  604.  The 
exemption  extends  to  limited  companies  as  well  asjto 
persons,  whether  chemists  or  not. 

42/59.  J.  H.  S. — There  is  no  uncertainty  about  the 
position  of  apothecaries'  assistants  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
poisons,  and  we  do  not  think  the  solicitor  to  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  would  say  that  an  apothecary's  assistant  in  the 
employment  of  a  limited  company  acts  legally  by  selling 
poisons.  Such,  a  statement  is  quite  contrary  to  the  law,  and 
the  solicitor  is  too  careful  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the 
Society  and  its  diplomates  to  exaggerate  their  powers.  We 
must  repeat  that  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  controls  the  sale 
of  poisons,  and  legally  qualified  apothecaries  are  not  exempt 
from  its  provisions,  except  so  far  as  the  first  fifteen  sections 
are  concerned,  and  these  "  shall  not  extend  to  or  interfere 
with  the  business  of  any  legally  qualified  apothecary."  The 
provisions  of  these  sections  include  keeping  open  shop  for 
the  sale  of  poisons  and  selling  poisons.  Section  17,  which 
regulates  the  sale  of  poisons,  is  as  binding  upon  apothecaries 
as  it  is  upon  chemists  and  druggists,  and  requires  the 
apothecary's  name  and  address  to  be  on  the  labels  of 
poisons.  A  person  holding  the  Assistants'  certificate  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  is  not  a  "  legally  qualified  apothe- 
cary," and  the  Society  takes  care  to  tell  everyone  so  ;  there- 
fore such  a  person  is  not  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  except  when  he  or  she  is  part  of  the  business 
of  a  legally  qualified  apothecary.  We  hope  this  makes  the 
matter  clear  to  you,  for  if  you  and  others  are  selling  poisons 
on  behalf  of  limited  companies  under  the  impression  that 
the  apothecaries'  certificate  entitles  you  to  do  so,  the  sooner 
you  stop  the  better.  It  will  be  obvious  to  you  that  the 
poison-labels  which  you  use  do  not  show  the  sale  to  be  made 
on  behalf  of  a  legally  qualified  apothecary,  but  of  a  company ; 
hence  you  have  gone  outside  the  province  of  the  Apothe- 
caries Act,  and  have  stepped  into  that  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  which  you  are  now  subject, 
because  you  are  not  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


62/13.  Forum.— -We  have  no  formula  for  an  imitation 
eau  de  Suez. 

24/2.  A.  W.  &  Co.—  Indian.  Brandee  —  See  C.  $  D., 
August  29,  1903,  page  407. 

74/61.  B.  C. — Removing  Tattoo-marks. — See  reply  to 
"Tattooing"  in  the  C.  $  B.,  March  12,  page  446. 

69/11.  6f.  C.  Be  L. — We  are  quite  unable  to  trace  the 
note  on  maple-essence  to  which  you  refer. 

79/2.  Nigel. — Charge  for  Dispensing  Lessons. — -A 
shilling  an  hour  would  be  a  suitable  minimum  for  the  time  you 
name 

59/9.  Pharmacy. — Cough-mixture  to  suit  your  label. 
If  you  will  refer  to  the  Diary  you  will  see  a  larger  selection 
of  recipes  than  we  can  afford  space  for  here. 

71/11.  Apprentice. — The  replies  to  your  inquiries  were 
inserted  in  the  C.  $  D.,  March  12,  page  446.  If  there  is  any 
point  you  require  elaborating,  please  address  us  again. 

71/12.  S.  T.  O.  has  a  family  recipe  brought  to  him,  in 
which  "annalds,"  "spirit  of  jaspar,"  and  "lappary"  are 
ordered.  The  prescription  has  been  dispensed  in  America. 
Can  any  reader  suggest  what  the  ingredients  are  ? 

67/34.  Country  Chemist— (1)  Salt  of  Lemon  made  of 
binoxalate  of  potash  is  not  a  scheduled  poison  in  Great 
Britain,  but  in  Ireland  the  oxalates  are  included.  The  pre- 
paration is,  however,  always  sold  by  chemists  with  the 
precautions  of  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule.  (2)  Thanks  for  your 
appreciation  of  the  C.  $  D.  Diary.  - 

65/3.  Salol.— Salol- dentifrice.—  It  is  some  time  since 
we  published  the  recipe  you  refer  to,  so  we  repeat  it  : 


Salol  

...  5iiiss. 

Saccharin   

...    gr.  xij 

Sodium  bicarbonate ... 

...  gr.x. 

Water  

...  3ss. 

Oil  of  peppermint   

...  5j- 

Oil  of  anise   

Oil  of  fennel  

...  IflV. 

Oil  of  cloves  

...  uiij. 

Oil  of  cinnamon 

...  mj. 

Alcohol  to  make   

vj. 

Dissolve  the  saccharin  and  bicarbonate  in  the  water.  Mix 
the  rest  of  the  ingredients  with  the  alcohol,  dissolve,  add  the 
saccharin  solution,  tint  with  liq.  cocci,  and  filter. 


Information  Supplied. 


Gaiffe's  Medical  Cell. 

In  reply  to  query  No.  225/38,  B.  M.  (49/19)  writes  :  "  I  beg 
to  state  that  the  solution  used  in  a  Gaiffe's  cell  is  a 
solution  of  zinc  chloride,  the  electrodes  being  zinc  for  the 
positive  and  fused  silver  chloride  for  the  negative." 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


88/63.    What  is  Curin,  and  where  obtainable  ? 
89/2.    Who  are  the  makers  of  pine-naphthalene  I 
87/37.    Address   of   makers   of   Arthrosia   tablets,  an 
American  cure  for  gout. 
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IRecent  jpbotoorapbtc  (Patents. 


THE  following  abstracts  are  prepared  from  the  specifi- 
cations of  recently  published  patents  in  the  class 
"Photography."  An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  select 
those  which  are  likely  to  be  of  most  interest  to  photographic 
chemists. 

Film-developing  Apparatus. — Sally  Jaffe,  Konigstrasse, 
Posen,  has  devised  an  apparatus  for  the  daylight  development 
of  films.  In  this  machine  the  roller  film  is  fixed  in  a 
supporting  frame  in  a  covered  dish  of  such  a  shape  that  the 


Developer 

dish  can  be  readily  rocked.  The  film  is  stretched  along  the 
bottom  of  the  dish,  and  can  be  wound  from  one  side  to 
the  other  by  means  of  rollers  actuated  from  the  outside. 
(20,674,  1903.) 

Dyeing  Photographic  Plates. — Dr.  Gustav  Selle,  Jacob- 
strasse,  Brandenburg,  suggests  an  improvement  in  the  process 
of  dyeing  plates  intended  for  colour-photographs.  Simple 
immersion  in  a  dye-solution  is  apt  to  give  unequal  results, 
and  Dr.  Selle  uses  colouring-matter  insoluble,  or  not  readily 
soluble,  in  water,  and  which  is  completely  discharged  either 
by  an  acid  or  alkali.  After  soaking  the  plate  in,  for  example, 
cyanine  solution  (which  in  acid  solution  is  colourless)  the 
plate  is  transferred  to  an  alkaline  bath,  when  the  colour 
appears.    (12,513,  1903.) 

Deyeloping-bath. — Dr.  Paul 
Hunaeus,  Leinanstrasse,  Linden, 
Hanover,  illustrates  in  his 
patent-specification  a  new  form 
of  developing-vessel.  It  is  an 
upright  bath  of  transparent,  non- 
actinic  material  into  which  the 
liquid  is  introduced  at  the  bottom. 
The  tube  by  which  the  developer 
is  introduced  is  jointed  so  that 
it  can  be  reversed,  and  so 
form  an  outlet  pipe.  Several 
forms  embodying  this  idea  are 
mentioned  in  the  specification. 
(18,872,  1903.) 

Backing  for  Colour-photographs. — Dr.  Gustav  Selle, 
Jacobstrasse,  Brandenburg,  patents  the  following  method  of 
preparing  a  backing  for  colour-photographs  which  gives 
the  necessary  opaqueness  and  whiteness.  An  emulsion  is 
first  prepared  with  zinc-white  and  collodion,  and  upon  this  is 
spread  a  layer  of  gelatin  followed  by  a  coating  of  Japan  lack 
(a  solution  of  collodion  wool  in  amyl  acetate).  The  backing 
is  waterproof  and  shows  up  the  true  tones  of  the  colour- 
photographs.    (8,498,  1903.) 

Folding  Plate- holder.  —  Mr.  F.  Sedlecky,  druggist, 

Wilkowitz,  Mahren, 
Austria,  describes  a 
folding  support  for 
plates  whilst  they  are 
being  washed  or 
dried.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  illus- 
tration it  consists  of 
two  blades  placed 
edgewise,  notched  on 
their  upper  edges  and 
connected  at  the 
ends  by  narrow  hinged  blades.    (8,395,  1903.) 

Colour-photographs. — Mr.  E.  T.  Butler,  26  Craven  Park, 
Willesden,  N.W.,  in  his  patent-specification  refers  to  the 
practice  of  staining  bichromatised  gelatin  with  dyes  for  the 
colours  required  to  prepare  the  three  films  in  colour- 
photography.  Mr.  Butler  has  discovered  that  it  is  an 
advantage  to  stain  the  gelatin  before  sensitising.  The  dyes 
found  most  suitable  for  this  purpose  are  fuchsine,  naphthol- 
yellow,  and  thion  blue.    (8,260,  1903.) 


Metallic  Photographs. — Mr.  C.  Archer,  36  Parkhurst 
Road,  New  Southgate  N..  in  this  specification  refers  to 
a  previous  patent  (21,537,  1902)  for  producing  photographs 
on  aluminium  or  other  metal.  In  the  present  patent  a 
substratum  of  gelatin,  followed  by  a  varnish,  is  proposed  to 
be  applied  to  the  metal  before  coating  with  the  sensitive 
film.    (7,852,  1902.) 

Developing-dish. — Messrs.  Burgess  k.  Leigh,  Middleport 
Pottery,  Burslem,  ob- 
tain protection  for  a 
new  form  of  develop- 
ing-dish which  it  is 
claimed  facilitates 
the  tilting  of  the  plate 
and  removal  from  the  dish.  The  trays  are  moulded  and 
pressed,  the  bottom  of  the  inside  being  depressed  along  one  or 
more  sides.    (8,104,  1903  ) 

Natural-colour  Photographs. — Mr.  W.  Reichel,  Ham- 
burg, after  referring  in  his  specification  to  the  fugitive 
character  of  aniline  dyes,  proposes  to  prepare  non-fading 
photographic  transparencies  by  the  following  method  :  First 
prepare  an  emulsion  containing  silver  chloride  and  either 
strontium  or  magnesium  chloride.  After  printing  the 
pictures  they  are  treated  with  chemical  baths.  To  obtain  a 
red  print  potassium  ferrocyanide  and  lead  acetate  are  used, 
followed  by  a  bath  of  "  the  metallic  salts  of  vanadates  and 
chromates."  The  blue  print  is  made  by  immersion  in  a 
slightly  acidulated  ferric-ferricyanide  bath,  the  red  print  by 
the  use  of  a  solution  of  gold  sulphocyanide,  sodium  iodide, 
and  potassium  carbonate.  The  three  prints  are  then  waxed, 
stuck  together,  and  transferred  to  pure  white  paper.  (6,356, 
1903.) 

Localised  Sensitising.— Mr.  Paul  Schoneker,  Berlio,  in 
this  patent  refers  to  the  manufacture  of  a  sensitised  paper 
or  cardboard  in  which  the  light-sensitive  area  is  localised  so 
that,  for  instance,  only  a  small  portion  of  a  postcard  is 
sensitised.  He  furthermore  applies  the  emulsion  by  means 
of  a  stamp,  and  thickens  the  fluid  by  the  addition  of  either 
gum  tragacanth,  fish-glue,  or  starch  syrup.  The  emulsion 
contains  silver  nitrate  4  per  cent.,  thickening  ingredient 
(4  :  1),  and  acetic  acid  10  per  cent.    (2,697,  1903.) 

Washing- apparatus. 
—Mr.  W.  Chambers,  Ful- 
ham,  S.W.,  has  devised 
an  apparatus  for  plate- 
washing,  in  which  the 
plates  are  fastened  on  a 
wheel-like  arrangement. 
The  water  is  supplied 
from  a  small  tank  with 
a  perforated  bottom,  and 
each  negative  receives  a 
fresh  supply  of  water, 
the  wheel  revolving  by 

the  action  of  the  water.  r  k  rransvcrse  Kads 

(7,580,  1903.) 

Roll-films. — Mr.  Hugo  Fritzsche,  Leipzig,  has  patented 
some  improvements  in  roll-films,  so  that  the  operator  can 
focus  his  picture  when  using  a  hand-camera.  He  places 
translucent  paper  (for  focussing  upon)  alternately  with  a 
sensitive  portion,  and  various  methods  of  effecting  this  are 
mentioned.  The  idea  dispenses  with  the  provision  of  lens- 
scales  or  view-finders  as  each  picture  is  separately  focussed 
(4,961,  1903).  In  another  patent  (4,962,  1903)  Mr.  Fritzsche 
adapts  the  same  idea  to  colour  roll-films,  by  fixing  colour- 
films — blue,  red,  and  yellow — before  three  following  sensi- 
tive portions  of  a  film.  A  subsequent  patent  (5,595,  1903) 
by  this  inventor  refers  to  a  method  of  marking  the  films  by 
a  uniform  characteristic  sign. 

Holder  for  Plates. — Mr.  R.  A.  M.  Boyce,  101  Leaden- 
hall     Street,  E.C., 

riale 


patents  a  holder  for 
plates  during  develop- 
ment and  fixing,  so 
that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  soil  the  fingers 
with  the  solutions 
employed.  The  illustration  shows  the  holder,  and  the  inventor 
reserves  the  right  to  vary  the  handle  and  to  put  a  handle 
on  both  sides  if  he  wishes.   (942,  1903.) 
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Guide  Marks 
at  Corners 


3,000 

parts 

120 

parts 

240 

parts 

5 

parts 

7-3 

parts 

120 

parts 

60 

parts 

30 

parts 

5 

parts 

90 

parts 

10 

parts 

10 

parts 

25 

parts 

21T 

rparts 

g>  Enamelling  Photographs.— Mr.  F.  A.  Pereira,  3  Dela- 
port  Gardens,  Muswell  Hill,  N.,  patents  a  deviation  in  the 

process  of  enamel- 
ling photographs 
by  squeegeeing. 
The  plate  glass 
or  squeegee- block 
used  has  a  design 
upon  its  surface. 
In  the  case  of  plate 
glass,  matt  por- 
tions are  etched 
by  chemical  means  or  by  the  sand-blast  process.  Contrast  of 
surface  is  thus  obtained,  and  in  addition  to  margins  and 
frame-effects,  names  or  mottoes  may  be  transferred  to  the 
photograph.    (3,358,  1903.) 

Daylight  Development. — Messrs.  J.  W.  F.  Scheffer 
Geneva,  and  H.  J.  Bocage,  Haarlem,  with  a  view  to  develop- 
ing plates  in  daylight  and  without  previously  preparing  the 
plates,  propose  to  use  a  solution  such  as  the  following : 

Water  

Potassium  rnetasulphite   

Sodium  sulphite   

Potassium  ferrocyanide   

Citric  acid 

Potassium  carbonate 
Sodium  carbonate  ... 
Potassium  hydrate  ... 
Potassium  bromide  ... 

Hydroquinone   

Metol  

Resorcin 

Sulphurous  acid   

Phenolphthalein  (ia  alcoholic  solu- 
tion)... ... 

(3,877,  1903.) 

Developer. — The  Farbenfabriken  vormals  Friedrich  Bayer 
&  Co.,  Elberfeld,  patent  the  use  of  meta-amide-ortho- 
oxybenzyl-sulphonic  acid  as  a  developer.  This  substance  is 
graphically  represented  thus — 

CH..-SO..H 
OH\  /\ 


and  a  suitable  proportion  for  a  developing  solution  is — 

Sodium  sulphite    6  grams 

Water  100  c.c. 

Meta-amide-ortho-oxy  benzyl- sul- 

puonic  acid   1  gram 

Potassium  carbonate    6  grams 

Potassium  sulphite  and  potassium  or  sodium  pyrosulphite 
may  be  used  in  place  of  sodium  sulphite.    (3,546,  1903  ) 

Roll-films.—  Kodak  (Limited),  43  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C., 
patent  a  method  of  fixing  a  film  to  the  backing-paper,  so  as 
to  facilitate  the  use  of  roll-films  in  developing-machines. 
In  addition  to  the  connection  between  the  film  and  paper 
strip  at  the  commencement  a  similar  connection  is  made  at 
the  end  of  the  film.    (3,282,  1903.) 

Colour-photographs.— Jan  ^zczepanik,  Vienna,  refers 
to  a  previous  patent  (10,813,  1903)  on  the  production  of 
colour-photographs,  and  in  the  present  specification  proposes 
to  obtain  a  natural  colour  picture  by  superimposing  three 
separate  films  or  coatings.  Each  of  the  films  is  coloured 
with  a  suitable  colouring-matter,  which  is  sensitive  to  light. 
Upon  each  of  these  three  films  the  corresponding  mono- 
chrome diapositive  is  copied  singly  in  white  light  without 
the  use  of  filters.  We  do  not  find  any  mention  of  the 
colouring-matters  which  the  inventor  finds  to  answer  for  the 
process.    (3,196,  1903  ) 

Colour-photography.— Mr.  W.  C.  South,  Berwyn,  co. 
Chester,  U.S.A.,  has  obtained  protection  for  the  following 
process  of  obtaining  photographic  prints  in  natural  colours, 
using  commercial  plates  and  light-filters  :  A  suitable  paper- 
Whatman's  for  artistic  effects,  baryta  for  smooth  surfaces- 
is  coated  with  an  emulsion  of  water  and  glue  (equal  parts), 


saturated  with  an  alkaline  bichromate,  to  which  is  added 
the  dye  or  pigment.  The  inventor  first  obtains  a  red  print, 
and  then  coats  it  with  a  suitable  sensitiser  for  a  blue  print. 
For  example — 

Ammonio-citrate  of  iron    2  oz. 

Water  8  oz. 

Potassium  ferricyanide      ...       ...    \\  oz. 

Water  8  oz. 

Le  Page's  glue    a  sufficiency 

Dissolve  the  salts  separately  and  mix. 
The  blue  print  having  been  obtained  on  the  top  of  the  red 
print,  the  final  yellow  print  is  made  by  superimposing  a 
yellow  chromatised  glue  coating.    (128,  1903.) 

Plate- washing. — Mr.  E.  F.  Oakshott,  Ealing,  has  obtained 
a  patent  for  a  washer  for  prints  and  plates,  which  has  for 
its  object  the  provi- 
sion of  more  perfect 
means  of  removing 
fixing  or  other  salts 
from  the  wash-water. 
The  apparatus  wi>  h 
which  this  is  accom- 
plished is  provided 
with  a  valve  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bath, 
and  it  is  actuated  by 
means  of  a  float.  As 
the  vessel  fills  with 
water  the  float  rises,  and  eventually  lifts  the  valve.  The 
water  is  let  out  and  the  valve  closes,  the  process  being 
repeated  automatically.    (65,  1903.) 

Printing-paper. — Mr.  M.  Bauer,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.,  has 
obtained  protection  for  a  paper  that  does  not  require  toniDg, 
but  gives  permanent  prints  of  a  bluish-black  colour.  The 
formula  is  as  follows  : 


A.  Collodion  (2h  per  cent,  gun  cotton)  or 

Gelatin  (1  in  3)   

Fulminating  gold  (prepared  from 

gold  chloride  gr.  j.  and  itlj.  of 
26-per-cent.  ammonia) 
Lithium  chloride 

B.  Silver  nitrate ... 
Glycerin 

Alcohol  ...   


C.  Made  by  pouring 

D.  Citric  acid 
Alcohol 

Add  to  C. 

E.  Castor  oil 
Alcohol 

Add  to  D. 


B  into  A. 


4  oz. 


gr-  HJ- 
gr.  xlv. 

111XLV. 
lllCIi. 


gr.  xv. 

ih.lx. 


lt|XV. 
111LX. 


The  final  solution  is  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  paper. 
After  exposure  the  paper  is  put  first  into  sodium-chloride 
solution  (1  in  30),  and  then  fixed  in  "  hypo "  (1  in  15). 
(28,284,  1902.) 

Chromatic  Plates. — Drs.  Mieth  and  Traube,  Charlotten- 
burg,  give  in  their  specification  an  improved  method  of 
manufacturing  panchromatic  dry-plates.  Instead  of  cyanine 
these  inventors  use  the  halogen  alkylates  of  quinoline  and 
quinaldine.  The  dye  is  made  by  the  reaction  separately  of 
quinoline  11  7  parts  and  quinaldine  13T  parts  each  in  ethyl 
iodide  15  6.  The  crystalline  products  are  mixed  in  molecular 
proportions  and  heated  in  boiling  alcohol  with  caustic  potash, 
and  again  crystallised  and  purified.    (27,177,  1902.) 

Developing-solution. — The  Farbwerke  vormals  Meisters, 
Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst,  have  patented  the  use  of  the 
alkali  salts  of  glycocoll  as  harmless  substitutes  for  alkalies 
in  developers.  The  developers  these  salts  can  be  used  with 
are  pyrogallol,  hydroquinone,  pyrocatechol,  para-amido- 
phenol,  glycine,  eikonogen,  adurol,  and  edinol.  Example  : 
In  1  litre  of  water  dissolve  sodium  sulphite  60  grams,  pyro- 
gallol 12  grams,  and  quinone  11  grams,  and  add  an  aqueous 
solution  of  24  grams  of  glycocoll  and  12  grams  of  caustic 
soda,  and  water  to  make  1,000  c.c.  Instead  of  glycocoll  may 
be  used  an  equivalent  quantity  of  one  of  its  derivatives 
having  an  alkyl  group  attached  to  the  nitrogen.  (20,377 
1902.) 
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Developing- box. — Mr.  Max  Reichert,  South  Norwood,  has 
obtained  protection  for  the  combination  of  a  developing  and 
fixing  chamber  with  a  magazine  camera.    (25,657,  1902.) 

Emulsion-basis.— The  Farbenfabriken  vormals  Friedrich 
Bayer  &  Co.,  Elberfeld,  propose  to  use  such  acetylised  deriva- 
tives of  cellulose  as  are  soluble  in  alcohol  as  a  basis  for 
photographic  emulsion.    Example — 

Magnesium  chloride   3  parts 

Nickel  chloride    15  part 

Water  40  parts 

Alcohol   60  parts 

Add  to  1,000  parts  of  a  2-per-c?  nt.  alcoholic  solution  of  the 
acetylised  derivative  of  cellulose  mentioned  in  patent  21,628, 
1901.    After  stirring  well,  add  the  following  two  solutions : 

(1)  (2) 

Silver  nitrate    ...  20  parts  Citric  acid        ...  5  parts 

Water    40  parts  Water    40  parts 

Alcohol   60  parts  Alcohol   60  parts 

Filter  if  necassary,  and  use  for  coating  plates  or  papers. 
(25,821,  1902  ) 

Ripening  Emulsion. — Mr.  A.  Cobenzl,  chemist,  Bingen 
on-the-Rhine,  has  invented  a  method  of  ripening  emulsion, 
which  consists  in  subjecting  it  whilst  hot  to  the  action  of 
alcohol,  then  allowing  the  solution  to  ripen,  and  cooling 
under  agitation,  so  that  the  bromide  gelatin  precipitates 
from  the  liquid  as  a  fine-grained  sandy  powder.  The 
formula  given  is  gelatin  150  grams,  soak  in  water  2.500  c.c, 
and  dissolve.  Then,  with  constant  stirring,  add  60  c.c.  of 
the  following : 

Cadmium  bromide   290  grams 

Alcohol    1,500  c.c. 

and  then — 

Silver  nitrate   220  grams 

Water   300  c.c. 

Alcohol    600  c.c. 

(20,069,  1902.) 

Preparing  foe  Toning. — Mr.  T.  Baker,  260  Collins 
Street,  Melbourne,  has  obtained  protection  for  the  following 
bath,  into  which  prints  are  immersed  before  toning.  The 
use  of  the  bath  dispenses  with  washing  before  toning,  and 
hardens  the  surface  of  the  paper : 

Sodium  chloride      ...       ...       ...    1J  gr. 

Alumina  sulphate    5  gr. 

Water  1  oz. 

(24,019,  1902.) 

Peintixg-process. — Messrs.  Shepherd  &  Bartlett,  Gray's 
Inn  Passage,  Holborn,  patent  a  printing-process  founded  on 
the  fact  that  when  a  gelatin  relief  or  film  with  a  sensitive 
absorption  is  stained  with  an  aniline  or  other  suitable  dye- 
stuff  and  placed  in  contact  with  a  damped  surface  of 
gelatin  softer  than  that  of  the  relief,  the  colouring-matter  is 
absorbed  by  the  softer  gelatin.  The  absorbed  colour  forms 
a  perfectly  graduated  image  of  the  orginal  picture.  Gelatin 
films  in  greenish-blue,  pink,  and  yellow  formed  in  this  way 
are  eventually  combined  to  form  a  natural-colour  photograph. 
(24,234, 1902.) 

Pigment  Printing -process.— Mr  H.  S.  Starnes,  Bexley 
Heath,  seeks  to  avoid  the  double  transfer  and  the  use  of 
gelatin  in  pigment  printing-processes.  He  uses  a  sensitised 
medium  for  the  pigment,  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  gum  or 
fish  glue  with  resin  or  shellac.  For  a  medium  insoluble  in 
water  (A)  resin  1  oz.  is  dissolved  in  methylated  alcohol 
18  oz.  For  a  medium  soluble  in  water  (B)  gum  arabic 
3|  oz.  in  water  5  oz.  is  used.  The  sensitiser  (C)  ammonium 
bichromate  1  oz.  is  dissolved  in  water  10  oz.  The  pigment 
for  ordinary  blue-black  tint  consists  of  bone-black  13  gr., 
ultramarine  10  gr.,  and  this  is  mixed  for  use  with  solution 
A  (from  which  the  spirit  has  been  evaporated)  30tu, 
B  3  dr.,  C.  3  dr.,  ammonia  (880°)  2in..  Brush  on  the  paper 
and  after  printing  float  on  water  for  three  or  four  minutes. 
Squeegee  by  means  of  a  brush  on  to  blotting-paper  and  strip, 
when  development  will  have  taken  place  by  mechanical 
adhesion.    (25,244,  1902.) 


The  exports  of  quicksilver  from  Spain  during  1903  amounted 
to  969,707  kilos.,  against  1,177,421  kilos,  in  1902  and  864,278  kilos, 
in  1901, 


mew  pbotoorapbic  Boofce. 


The  Dioptric  and  Ophthalmo metric  Review  for  1903.  8|  x  5|. 
Pp.  630  7*.  6d.  (British  Optical  Association,  17  Shaftes- 
bury Avenue,  W.) 

THIS  is  the  year's  issue  of  "  The  Dioptric  Review  "  in 
bound  volume.  It  contains  much  information  on  optological 
matters,  and  in  this  form  is  useful  for  reference,  an  index 
being  provided.  Chemist-opticians  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  this  publication  will  do  well  to  obtain  the  volume. 

Photography  by  Rule.    By  J.  Steery.    7  x  4|.    Pp.  129. 
Is.  net.    (London  :  Hiffe  &  Sons,  Limited.) 

This  is  an  attempt  to  present  in  one  book  the  standardisa- 
tion methods  proposed  for  photography.  The  use  of  meters 
in  exposing,  developing,  and  printing  plates  is  set  forth  in  a 
lucid  style,  and  those  who  aim  at  accuracy  and  evenness  in 
photography  as  well  as  correct  results  will  be  pleased  to 
have  such  a  book  brought  to  their  notice. 

Practical  Orthochromatic  Photography.  The  Scientific  Prin- 
ciples, and  their  Practical  Application.  By  Arthue 
Payne,  F.C.S.  7  x  4J.  Pp.  171.  Is.  net.  (London : 
IlifEe  &  Sons,  Limited.) 

In  this  book  the  practical  side  of  orthochromatic  photo- 
graphy is  well  explained,  and  is  prefaced  with  chapters  on 
the  theoretical  considerations  involved.  The  increasing 
interest  in  the  subject  of  colour-corrected  photography  is 
evident  to  those  who  come  in  contact  with  amateurs,  and  it 
is  useful  to  bear  in  mind  that  Mr.  Payne's  book  supplies  the 
satisfying  pabulum  that  many  customers  desire. 

X  Rays  Simply  Explained :  a  Handbook  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Radiography.  Bv  R.  P.  Howgrave-Graham. 
Illust.  7£x4|.  Pp.  93.  6d.  net.  (Marshall  &  Co., 
Poppin's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.) 

It  is  often  only  necessary  to  place  a  guide-book  to  the  use 
of  x  rays  in  the  hands  of  medical  men  or  scientific  amateur 
photographers  to  make  them  good  customers.  The  little 
book  under  review  is  a  popular  account  of  the  uses  and 
method  of  using  the  x  rays  which  admirably  answers  the 
purpose  of  a  first  book  on  the  subject.  The  methods  of 
radiographing  parts  of  the  body  are  fully  explained. 

The  Half-tone  Process.  A  Practical  Manual  of  Photo- 
engraving in  Half-tone  on  Zinc,  Copper  and  Brass.  By 
Julius  Yeefassee.  3rd  ed.  8|  *  5|.  Pp.  292.  5s.  net. 
(London  :  IlifEe  &  Sons.) 

We  know  a  few  chemists  who  make  their  own  half-tone 
engravings,  and,  judging  from  inquiries  which  regularly 
reach  us,  there  are  many  others  who  would  take  up  the 
process  if  they  knew  how  to  do  it.  The  work  under  review 
is  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind,  and  the  information  given  is 
of  a  thoroughly  practical  nature.  The  book  has  plenty  of 
well- printed  illustrations  of  apparatus  and  results  obtained 
by  various  screens.  The  two  parts  of  the  volume  deal  with 
(1)  the  studio,  fittings,  tools,  and  appliances,  and  (2)  the 
operatiocs.  A  chapter  is  given  on  the  three-colour  process, 
not  exhaustive,  but  sufficient  to  indicate  where  and  how  the 
ordinary  half-tone  process  merges  into  three-colour  work. 
With  a  knowledge  of  photography  and  a  few  months' 
experience  of  the  processes  this  book  would  enable  a  worker 
to  turn  out  the  best  class  of  photo-blocks  without  much 
difficulty. 


A  Spring  Ode. 

Hear  the  clinking  of  the  bottles  ! 

Hear  the  gurgling  liquid  notes 
Of  the  sparkling  Sarsaparilla 

Gliding  smoothly  down  our  throats  ! 

Talk  of  bacchanalian  orgies, 

Feasts  of  reason,  flows  of  soul — 

Pass  around  the  good  old  Sulphur  ! 
Fill  the  festive  Senna  bowl ! 

Mother's  drink  is  Balmy  Balsam, 

Father's  brew  is  Sassafras, 
Sister  calls  for  Tar  and  Honey, 

Bud  takes  Beef,  and  Wine,  and  Brass. 


March  26,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


519 


a  welt  to  3ifort>. 


WHEN  one  mentions  Ilford  in  photographic  company  the 
thoughts  of  all  turn  to  the  photographic  goods  pro- 
duced by  Ilford  (Limited).  Ilford  is  a  town  seven  miles 
from  London,  in  the  direction  of  Colchester.  Of  late  years 
the  population  has  grown  to  a  tremendous  extent  on  account 
of  its  proximity  to  London,  and  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  Ilford  will  be  joined  to  London  by  houses. 
If  one  turns  to  a  guide-book  or  local  history  some  such 
sentence  as  the  following  occurs :  "  Ilford  is  chiefly  noted 
for  photographic  dry-plates,  papers,  and  films."  It  was  to 
gather  some  particulars  of  the  recent  introductions  in  photo- 
graphy by  the  company  who  have  so  woven  their  products 
into  the  life  of  the  town  that  our  representative  journeyed 
to  Ilford  one  day  this  week.  There  was  no  difficulty  in 
getting  guidance  as  to  the  location  of  the  Britannia  Works, 
but  there  seemed  to  be  a  tinge  of  pity  for  the  ignorance  of 


the ,  stranger  who  found  it  necessary  to  ask  such  a  question 
At  the  works  Mr.  Knobel  (the  managing  director)  and  Mr 
Zerffi  (the  business  manager)  devoted  some  time  in  explain 
ing  the  recent  developments  of  the  company.  The  works 
cover  a  large  area,  and  are  intersected  by  several  streets, 
and  it  is  a  striking  testimony  to  the  prosperity  of  the  com- 
pany that,  unable  to  further  extend  their  premises,  they 
have  built  a  new  factory  at  Warley,  to  the  east  of  Upminster. 
This  new  factory  in  the  open  country,  where  pure  air  and 
plenty  of  space  are  available,  is  in  addition  to  the  present 
works.  At  Warley  only  plates  are  to  be  made,  and  the  equip- 
ment of  the  factory  is  far  in  advance  of  anything  of  the  kind 
in  either  this  country  or  America.  The  machinery  is  to  be 
actuated  by  electricity,  and  elaborate  precautions  are  to  be 
taken  against  dust.  A  capital  water-supply  has  been 
obtained  from  a  well  1,100  feet  deep.  Although  this  is 
somewhat  wandering  from  the  point  in  view,  it  is  appro- 
priate as  showing  that  Ilford's  are  not  letting  the  grass 
grow  under  their  feet,  as  certain  pessimists  would  have  us 
believe.   The  newest  introduction — the  li  Monach  "  plate — has 


already  won  fame  for  itself,  but  it  will  not  be  inappropriate 
to  mention  that  the  "  Monach  "  plate  is  not  prepared  by  a 
simple  variation  of  formula,  but  is  made  by  an  entirely  new 
process.  It  is  used  for  instantaneous  exposures  in  all  cases 
where  extreme  speed  is  required.  At  the  time  of  our  visit 
an  interesting  parcel  of  astronomical  plates  was  being  un- 
packed from  the  director'of  the  Paris  Observatory.  The  nega- 
tives were  taken  on  February  24  in  T75  of  a  second  under  the 
strict  test  conditions  with  which  astronomical  photographers 
are  so  familiar,  and  in  comparison  with  another  well-known 
plate.  The  superiority  of  the  "  Monach  "  plate  was  shown  in 
a  striking  manner,  not  only  by  the  extension  of  detail 
in  the  edge  of  the  photograph  of  the  moon,  but 
by  the  complete  absence  of  chemical  fog.  Photo- 
graphers, as  a  rule,  dread  to  use  very  fast  plates 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  usually  found  in  avoiding 
chemical  fog,  and  it  is  this  ease  of  development  combined 
with  extreme  rapidity,  that  chemists  should  make  a  note  of 
when  amateurs  inquire  for  a  plate  that  will  fulfil  these 
stringent  requirements.  The  "  Rapid  Isochrom "  plate  is 
another  new  introduction.  This  plate  is  corrected  for  colour- 
effects  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so  by  chemical  means, 
whilst  the  speed  of  "  Isochrom  "  is  sure  to  be  appreciated 
now  that  the  use  of  isochromatic  screens  on  lnnd-cameras  is 
becoming  popular.  "  Kalona,"  the  name  which  Ilford  (Limited) 
give  to  their  self-toning  paper,  is  a  most  useful  paper  for 
amateurs.  The  great  advantage  of  "  Kalona  "  lies  in  the 
ease  with  which  prints  identical  in  tone  can  be  turned  out. 
The  paper  gives  a  purple-brown  tone  by  the  use  of  first  an 
alum-sulphocyanide  bath  and  then  a  hypo.  bath.  Ilford  post- 
cards (sensitised)  are  having  a  good  run  now  that  the 
picture-postcard  craze  is  at  its  height.  The  cards  are  made 
either  with  P.O. P.,  gaslight,  or  "  Kalona"  face.  "  Platona"  is  a 
real  platinum  paper  which  is  merely  developed  in  an  oxalate 
bath  and  fixed  in  an  acid  bath.  The  developer,  or  oxalate 
bath,  is  made  by  dissolving  potassium  oxalate  2  oz.,  potas- 
sium phosphate  §  oz.,  in  water  14  oz.  "  Platona  "  is  sent  out  in 
sealed  tins.  The  "  Ilford  "  camera  for  using  with  flat  films  was 
next  inspected,  and  this  led  to  a  chat  on  flat  films,  another 
modern  development  of  this  business.  From  this  our  talk 
branched  off  in  the  direction  of  the  sale  of  photographic 
goods  by  chemists.  We  have  always  held  that  the  chemist's 
shop,  being  run  by  a  scientist,  is  the  most  natural  place  to 
buy  photographic  materials,  and  were  pleased  to  find  our 
views  in  accord  with  those  of  the  managers  of  Ilford  (Limited). 
The  company  do  a  good  deal  to  encourage  the  sale  of  their 
goods  by  chemists,  and  as  the  retail  price  is  protected  and  the 
recent  revision  of  wholesale  prices  allows  a  better  margin  of 
profit,  the  sale  of  the  Ilford  products  is  profitable  as  well  as 
agreeable.  "  Photographic  Scraps  "  is  supplied  for  distribu- 
tion by  retailers,  some  40,000  being  sent  out  each  month. 
This  publication,  which  has  now  been  issued  for  many 
years,  contains  each  month  a  few  articles  on  practical 
photographic  matters.  Some  of  the  notes  naturally  deal 
with  the  Ilford  products,  but  the  literary  pages  are  by  no 
means  used  solely  to  boom  the  photographic  goods  made  by 
Ilford  (Limited).  Then  there  is  the  "  Ilford  Manual  of 
Photography  "  which  treats  of  every  phase  of  photography, 
and  which  chemists  find  an  ea«v  seller  as  a  guide  and  friend 
to  the  amateur.  Some  175,000  copies  of  the  "  Manual " 
have  been  sold.  Special  booklets  of  instructions  are  also 
obtainable  on  application,  and  there  is  a  capital  run  of 
showcards  for  chemists'  use.  We  illustrate  one  of  these,  but 
there  is  a  great  variety  of  styles  and,  moreover,  a  willing- 
ness to  supply  the  showcards  in  liberal  quantity  to  photo- 
graphic dealers. 


Yorkshire  Kelish. — A  correspondent  writes  :  "  I  was  travelling 
the  other  day  from  Doncaster  to  Lincoln  when  a  labouring  man 
got  into  the  carriage  evidently  in  a  state  of  slight  intoxication. 
Presently  he  pulled  out  a  bottle  from  his  pocket,  and,  drawing  out 
the  cork  with  his  teeth,  took  a  long  pull  at  the  bottle  with  evident 
relish.  His  companions  chaffed  him  as  to  the  contents,  when  he 
declared  it  was  Yorkshire  Relish,  and  sure  enough  it  was,  the 
familiar  label  declaring  the  contents.  After  a  few  minutes  he 
took  out  the  bottle  again,  and,  after  shaking  it,  he  put  it  again  to 
his  lips,  and  drained  it  to  the  last  drop,  the  last  draught  being 
probably  two-thirds  of  the  bottle.  I  sat  wondering  what  the 
effect  would  be,  but  beyond  a  little  talkativeness  there  was  no 
apparent  effect.  I  have  known  many  strange  things  taken  as 
drink,  but  Yorkshire  Relish  in  doses  of  this  size  must  be  a  record." 
(208/6.) 
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pbotoorapMc  iRoveMee. 

Lockyer's  Photographic  Preparations 
are  fairly  well  known  to  photographic  chemists,  and  it  had 
seemed  to  us  that  there  was  not  room  for  a  further  extension 
of  the  list  on  account  of  its  completeness.  In  this  we  were 
mistaken,  as  the  first  thing  we  had  brought  to  our  notice 
by  Mr.  J.  E.  Lockyer  (244  to  250  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford, 
S.E.)— a  black-leather  reviver — is  both  distinctive  and 
useful.  Sold  in  6d.  bottles,  the  reviver  promises  to  be 
popular  with  amateurs,  especially  those  who  take  a  pride  in 
the  appearance  of  their  cameras  and  camera-cases.  The 
bottles  are  provided  with  vegetable-ivory  tops  and  are 
packed  in  cartons.  The  reviver  is  in  the  form  of  a  thick 
cream,  and  is  coloured  a  rich  blue-black.    Another  good 

line  which  Mr.  Lockyer  is 
offering  for  chemists'  sale 
is  a  hand-camera  to  sell  at 
10s.  6d.  The  instrument  is 
suitable  as  a  special-name 
camera,  as  when  sent  out  it 
is  not  especially  identified 
with  the  maker.  The 
camera  is  certainly  excel- 
lent value,  as  it  takes  twelve 
quarter-plates,  has  two 
tinders,  time  and  instan- 
taneous shutter,  and  three 
stops  to  the  lens.  With 
the  idea  of  introducing  this 
camera  to  chemists  Mr.  Lockyer  tells  us  he  is  prepared  to  send 
one,  carriage  paid,  upon  receipt  of  postal-order,  for  7s.  6d., 
the  offer  holding  good  only  during  March  and  April  of  this 
year.  We  may  add  that  Mr.  Lockyer's  price-list  for  1904  is 
ready,  and  contains  particulars  of  the  new  6d.  tiial  sizes  of 
the  several  photographic  preparations. 

At  Barclays. 

Visitors  to  the  establishment  of  Mes-rs.  Barclay  &  Son 
(Limited),  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C.,  will  find  considerable 
alteration  in  the  arrangement  of  the  premises.  The  general 
and  private  offices  are  now  together  on  the  ground  floor, 
whilst  the  town-order  department  is  in  Seacoal  Lane.  This 
rearrangement  has  given  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
photographic  goods  together  on  one  floor.  In  conversation 
with  the  managing  director,  Mr.  Geo.  Barclay,  we  learn  that 
the  season  is  opening  satisfactorily,  and  that  the  company 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  effects  of  last  year's  wet 
weather  on  the  photographic  trade  will  only  accentuate  the 


prosperity  of  the  coming  season.  A  useful  folder  illustrating 
the  best-selling  lines  in  cameras  is  being  issued  for  chemists' 
use,  the  name  of  the  customer  being  printed  on  the  front 
page.  The  illustration  shows  a  good  line  in  the  Barclay 
hand-camera  that  sells  at  50s.  This  camera  has  magnifiers 
for  portrait-taking  at  distances  of  3,  5,  and  9  feet,  and  is 
fitted  with  a  R.R.  lens.  The  same  camera  with  a  landscape- 
lens  sells  at  45s.,  and  in  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  nice^  showcards  are  being  issued  to  advertise  this 
camera.  The  showcards  have  mounted  upon  them  three 
photographs,  which  well  show  the  capabilities  of  the  appa- 


ratus. It  should  be  noted  that  the  50s.  Barclay  camera  has 
a  carrying-case  included  in  the  price.  The  "  Farringdon  " 
enlarger,  selling  at  18s.,  continues  to  find  favour  with 
amateur  photographers.  By  means  of  this  bandy  enlarger 
it  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  produce  in  daylight  enlargements 
from  quite  small  negatives. 

At  Newbery's. 
The  photographic  department  of  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  & 
Sons,  27  and  28  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C.,  is  designed  with 
the  idea  of  supplying  chemists  with  both  cameras  and  the 
various  pieces  of  apparatus  required  by  the  amateur  photo- 
grapher. Recently  we  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
new  lines  for  1904.  Cameras  of  several  makes  are  stocked, 
a  speciality  being  the  "  Pioneer"  guinea  hand-camera.  This 
has  a  focussing-lens,  and  the  front  opens,  so  that  the  lens 
and  shutter  can  be  easily  reached  for  cleaning-purposes. 
In  sundries  there  are  ruby  lamps  from  4(2.  to  3s.,  and  some 
really  good  value  is  given  in  the  Is.  and  2s.  Qd  lines.  For 
selling  at  Is.  one  can  get  a  triangular,  square,  or  half-round 
lamp,  the  first-named  having  two  ruby-glass  windows  and 
an  outside  winder  for  the  colza-oil  lamp.  Printing-frames 
can  be  had  to  sell  at  from  4JrZ.,  and  in  celluloid  dishes  there 
is  a  good  range.  A  good  quarter-plate  dish,  for  instance, 
can  be  obtained  at  a  cost  of  3d  ,  whilst  one  3g  by  2§  costs 
the  chemist  but  2d.  Carded  spotting-brushes  are  a  useful 
line,  as  to  show  such  articles  is  to  sell  them.  The  new 
photographic  list  is  being  hurried  forward,  but  may  be  a 
week  or  so  before  it  is  ready  for  delivery.  In  the  mean- 
time, Messrs.  Newbery  are  booking  the  names  of  chemists 
who  desire  to  have  early  copies. 

At  Butcher's. 
In  search  of  novelties  one  naturally  wanders  to  Camera 
House,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  the  home  of  Messrs.  W. 
Butcher  &  Sons.  Here  everything  was  bustle  and  every- 
where there  was  evidence  that  the  fine  weather  has  brightened 
the  photographic  outlook.  Nor  are  Butcher's  unprepared. 
The  firm  have  several  new  lines  just  ready.  In  addition  to 
the  "  No.  0  Midg  "  camera,  of  which  mention  was  recently 
made  in  the  C.  D.,  a  new  size,  called  the  "  Postcard  Midg," 
has  been  issued.  The  specification  is  similar  to  that  of  the 
"  No.  0  Midg,"  but  the  size  of  the  picture  this  camera  takes 
is  5J  inches  by  3J  inches.  For  a  cheap  hand- camera  nothing 
can  beat  the  "Little  Jap"  which  sells  at  3s.  With  a  name 
that  is  topical  and  a  price  that  is  trivial,  we  predict  that 
many  snapshots  will  this  season  be  made  by  "  Little  Japs." 
The  No.  5  Carbine  is  a  folding  camera  for  quarter  and  half 
plates.  It  is  an  improvement  on  previous  patterns  in  that  a 
double  extension  is  fitted  to  allow  of  the  use  of  either  long 
or  short  focus  lenses,  and  it  has  also  a  new  "Automatic" 
shutter  working  between  the  lenses ;  with  a  Beck  rapid 
symmetrical  lens  it  sells  at  4/.  4s.  (quarter-plate).  The 
No.  4  "  Cameo,"  which  takes  pictures  4J  inches  by  3J  inches, 
is  another  high- class  instrument ;  with  an  Aldis  anastigmat, 
it  sells  at  4£.  4s.  A  capital  form  of  roll-film  magazine  is 
supplied  for  use  with  this  fold- 
ing camera,  which  we  illustrate. 
As  will  be  seen  daylight  loading 
is  a  feature  in  this  magazine. 
The  stand-cameras  which  we 
inspected  were  numerous,  and 
priced  from  15s.  upwards.  Per- 
haps the  best  value  is  the  70s. 
set  (half-plate),  the  chief 
features  of  this  camera  being 
the  good  finish,  long  extension 
(25  inches),  Beck  lens,  Shannon 
shutter  and  various  movements. 
Printing-frame  novelties  in- 
clude the  "  Mecca  "  for  use  in 
printing  photographs  in  arti- 
ficial light.  It  is  made  of  satin 
walnut,  and  has  at  the  back  a 
good  handle  by  which  the  frame 
can  be  held  or  stood  upon  the 

table.  The  "  Primus  "  indestructible  labels  for  the  use  of 
photographers  are  now  supplied  boxed  and  carded.  Each 
box  contains  thirty-six  labels  and  sells  at  6d.  Postcard 
albums  are  shown  in  several  new  varieties,  a  good  3s.  6d. 
line  being  the  "  Primus "  slip-in  album.    Mention  should 
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be  made  of  the  "  Coxin "  competition  in  which  prizes  of 
considerable  value  are  to  be  awarded  for  concise  descrip- 


tions of  a  series  of  twelve  pictures.  Handbills  giving  par- 
ticulars of  the  competition  are  to  be  supplied  through 
photographic  chemists. 

HOUGHTONS  OF  HOLBORN. 

A  visit  to  Houghton's  (Limited),  88  and  89  High  Holborn 
W.C.,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  is  always  instructive.  The 
fine  weather  of  the  last  few  days  acts  as  a  ferment  on  the 
photographic  chemist,  and  in  its  turn  reacts  on  the  whole- 
saler. The  recent  amalgamation  of  Geo.  Houghton  &  Son 
(Limited)  with  four  other  firms,  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  C.  &  D.  last  week,  has  caused  a  pressure  of  work, 
but  has  not  appreciably  interfered  with  the  preparation 
of  new  goods  for  the  spring.  Dealing  first  with  hand- 
cameras,  a  new  series  is  called  the  "  Anglo,"  the  chief  points 
of  these  cameras  being  the  provision  of  a  focussing  arrange- 
ment— a  shutter  adjustable  from  one  second  to  Ti5  second 
— as  well  as  for  time-exposure,  and  an  isochromatic 
screen  for  use  in  front  of  the  1- ns  and  adjustable  from  the 
outside.  The  No.  1  "  Anglo  "  takes  twelve  plates  4  J  by  3J. 
and  sells  at  30s.    No.  3  of  the  series  (shown  in  the  illustra- 


tion) has  a  similar  specification,  except  that  the  lens  is  a 
"Beck"  symmetrical,  and  the  shutter  a  "  Unicum."  It  is 
adapted  for  quarter-plates,  and  the  price  is  double  that  of  the 
No.  1.  The  "  Holborn  Guinea,  No  000."  is  further  improved  this 
year.  It  is  fitted  with  a  set  of  three  rotating  magnifiers  for 
taking  portraits,  and  a  separate  attachment  carries  an  iso- 
chromatic screen  which  is  easily  adjusted  over  the  front  of 
the  lens.  The  shutter  is  of  the  everset  variety  and  is  now 
adjusted,  by  a  pointer,  from  the  outside.  The  changing- 
arrangement  has  also  been  simplified.  The  illustration  shows 
the  way  the  magnifiers  are  placed  on  the  front  of  the 
camera.    The  price  of  the  "Holborn  No.   1"  has  been 


reduced  to  two  guineas,  and  the  camera  is  now  fitted  with 
sliding  magnifiers  and  a  separate  isochromatic  screen.  In 


regard  to  the  apparatus  for  roll-films,  the  "Model  B  Scout" 

which  sells  at  10s.,  and  was  always  considered  good  value 

is   this    year    finished  in 

a     better     manner.  The 

"  Folding  Scout  "  (for  pic- 
tures 3J  by  2\)  is  developing 

into  one  of  the  most  perfect 

cameras  in  the  market.  It 

now  has    a  rising  front, 

rotating  stops,  a  shutter 

for  time  or  instantaneous 

work,  and  is  fitted  with  an 

infinity-catch.    It  will  be 

remembered      that  this 

camera  is  a  guinea  line. 

In  stand-cameras  progress 

is  the  order   of  the  day, 

and  is  especially  noticeable 

in  the  "  Triple-Victo."  This 

half -plate  set,   at  3/.  10*., 

is  provided  with  a  "  Beck  " 

symmetrical  and  Thornton-Pickard  shutter  and  an  extremely 
wide  range  for  bellows-extension,  so  that  the  camera  can  be 
used  equally  for  copying  and  for  wide-angle  lenses.  In  the 
minor  fields  of  photographies  there  is  a  new  and  convenient 
enlarger  neatly 
ready  for  the 
market,  and  we 
note  also  the 
Hickling  patent 
printing  -  frame 
for  post-cards. 
As  will  be  seen 
from  the  block, 
a  part  of  the 
front  rotates,  so 
that  vertical  or 
horizontal  prints  can  be  made  by  the  same  frame.  The 
frame  is  cheap  also,  as  it  sells  at  Is.  6d.  We  inquired  about 
the  success  of  the  scheme  for  fitting  Ensign-Vidil  film 
attachments  to  customers'  cameras  (C.  <fy  D.,  March  12, 
page  435),  and  were  informed  that  the  limit  fixed  in  the 
number  of  cameras  to  be  fitted  gratuitously  has  practically 
been  reached. 

From  Liverpool 

we  receive  particulars  of  the  developments  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  "Mersey"  cameras.  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  56  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool, 
the  makers  of  these  British  cameras,  call  our  attention 
especially  to  the  No.  5  quarter-plate  '■  Mersey,"  which  is 
shown  in  the  accompanying  illustration.  It  is  a  well-made 
hand-camera,  designed  to  take  twelve  plates,  is  fitted 
with  a  Beck  symmetrical  lens  and  Unicum  shutter,  and  sells 
at  63s.  Similar  in  design,  but  with  a  planastigmat  lens  and 
focussing-scale,  is  the  No.  6  "Mersey,"  the  retail  price  of 
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which  is  90s.  A  speciality  is  also  made  of  the  "  Hanover  de 
Luxe"  stand  camera,  which  is  claimed  to  be  fitted  with 
every  movement  required  by  the  most  expert  photographer. 


We  are  asked  also  to  state  that  the  annual  issue  of  the  com- 
pany's photographic  list  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days,  and 
that,  as  usual,  the  chemist's  name  can  be  printed  thereon 
for  distribution  to  customers. 

From  Manchester. 
Messrs.  James  Woolley  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester,  send 
us  advance  sheets  of  their  new  photographic  catalogue 
(ready  on  March  23)  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  advances  they 
have  made  in  this  department  of  their  huge  business.  The 
special  lines  are  the  No.  21  quarter-plate  "  Victoria"  outfit, 
which  consists  of  a  camera  with  double  extension,  reversing 


The  "Dynar"  Lens. 
Messrs.  Voigtla  der  &  Sohn,  Brunswick,  and  12  Charter- 
house Street,  Holborn  Circus,  E.C.,  who  are  well  known  for 
tbeir  excellence 

in  lens-making,  HBESfBI 
have  recently  iBr^ 
placed,  on  the 
market  the  "  Dy- 
nar "  lens.  The 
"  Collinear  "  and 
"Heliar"  series 
are  the  older 
series,  but  in  the 
"  Dynar  "  lens  an 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  supply  a  high-class  lens  at  a 
popular  price.  The  "  Dynar  "  is  made  of  Jena  glass,  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  lenses  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration 
The  mount  is  made  of  black  lacquered  magnalium,  thus 
ensuring  a  lens  of  light  weight.  Iris  diaphragms  are  fitted, 
and  the  lens  is  supplied  either  with  a  focussing  or  ordinary 
mount.  The  "Dynar"  works  at /6,  the  quarter-plate  size 
covering  when  stopped  duwn  a  half-pla'e,  and  sells  at 
3/.  15*.  A  focussing-mount  costs  another  15s.,  whilst  Auto- 
matic, Unicum,  or  Sector  shutters  can  be  fitted  at  extra 
charges.  The  lens  can  only  be  used  whole,  the  combinations 
being  of  no  use  if  used  separately. 

FlLM-AVASHER. 

The  illustration  shows  a  new  form  of  washer  for  roll- 
films,  which  has  been  named  the  "  Helix."    The  apparatus 
is  constructed  of  zinc  in  the  form  of 
a  spiral,  and  the  film,  exposed  side 


and  swing  back,  rising  front,  and  turntable,  a  double  dark 
slide,  achromatic  lens,  time  and  instantaneous  shutter,  and 
two-fold  tripod.  This  sells  at  a  guinea.  There  are  several 
other  "  Victoria "  outfits  distinguished  by  numbers,  the 
better  qualities  having  Busch  lenses.  In  hand-cameras  the 
No.  15  "  Excelsior  "  is  a  good  selling  line  at  a  guinea,  whilst 
the  illustration  shows  the  No.  10  "Excelsior"  outfit,  con- 
sisting of  hand-camera,  case,  and  accessories,  all  for  the 

popular  price  of  a  guinea 
"  Victoria  "  film-cameras  are 
also  made,  and  in  minor 
details  are  improved  on  the 
patterns  of  last  year.  Lamps 
are  a  special  feature  with  | 
this  company.  We  show 
one,  the  No.  8  semicircular 
lamp,  that  seems  to  us  ex- 
ceptional value.  It  is  fitted 
with  6|  inches  by  4|  inches 
.  oby  glass,  has  shade  and 
handles,  winds  up  from  the 
outside,  and  sells  at  Is. 
Another  lamp,  called  the 
"  Cardinal,"  is  an  example 
of  a  better-quality  article. 
The  "  Victoria  "  dry-powder 
developers,  though  not  new, 
are  now  supplied  in  other  combinations,  and  form  a  complete 
armoury  for  the  amateur  photographer,  as  well  as  a  profit- 
able line  for  the  chemist. 


outwards,  is  placed  along  the  sides  of 
the  vessel,  being  held  at  the  end 
by  a  hook-clip.  Water  is  admitted,  and  sweeps  the  entire 
surface  of  the  film  before  discharging  itself  at  the  centre 
of  the  washer.  When  it  is  desired  to  wash  cut  films  a 
set  of  clips  is  used,  and  the  films  fastened  at  intervals 
along  the  interior  wall  of  the  spiral.  The  "  Helix  "  film- 
washer  is  made  in  four  sizes,  to  take  films  from  1§  inch 
to  7  inches  wide.  The  smallest  size  seAs  at  6s.,  the  largest 
at  10s.  6d.  Mr.  Wilfred  Lean,  chemist  24  Port  Street, 
Evesham,  is  the  introducer  of  the  apparatus,  and  it 
can  be  had  from  the  usual  wholesale  photographic 
dealers.  As  this  is  the  only  washer  on  the  market  which 
enables  roll-film  to  be  washed  in  the  strip  with  free 
access  of  water  to  all  surfaces,  it  is  likely  to  be  a  much- 
appreciated  apparatus  in  these  days  when  roll-films  are  so 
popular. 

Opticians'  Novelties. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  Messrs.  Raphael,  Wheway  &  Red- 
fern  (Limited),  51  Cleikenwell  Road,  E  C,  we  were  shown 
the  recently  introduced  "Versiplac"  eyeglass,  which  seems 
to  have  caught  the  opticians'  fancy.  The  "Versiplac"  is  a 
pince-nez,  distinguished  by  the  ease  with  which  the  placquets 
can  be  adjusted  to  the  nose.  Each  placquet  is  mounted  on 
a  recurved  spur  attachment  sufficiently  pliable  to  be  easily 
bent  with  a  pair  of  fine-nosed  pliers.  A  great  variation  is 
thus  possible,  and  no  matter  how  unsymmetrical  a  nose  is, 
it  can  be  suited  with  a  "  Versiplac  "  eyeglass.  Our  attention 
was  attracted  by  a  small  mahogany  tool-cabinet,  which 
struck  us  as  a  neat  and  handy  way  of  keeping  the  tools 
needed  in  a  spectacle-fitting  business.  The  cabinet  measures 
6  by  9  by  3inches,  and  contains  ascrew-extractor,  bridge-pliers, 
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two  jomt-pliers,  and  two  screwdrivers.  For  testing  the  sight 
away  from  the  pharmacy  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  take 
the  usual  trial  cabinet,  on  account  of  its  balk.  To  meet  such 
Cdses  a  nice  pocket  wallet  is  obtainable,  to  hold  about 
four  or  five  dozen  trial  lenses.  The  wallet  is  supplied  empty, 
and  the  lenses  ordinarily  in  use  are  then  transferred  from 
the  bulkier  trial  case.  Fellows  of  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company  and  Freemen  of  the  City  of  London  should  note 
that,  Messrs.  Raphael  have  a  limited  stock  of  framed  copies 
of  the  City  and  Company's  arms.  The  arms  are  heraldically 
correct  in  design  and  colour,  and  would  be  an  attraction  to 
the  sight-testing  room  or  window.  The  same  arms  are  also 
supplied  embossed  on  glass.  Amongst  other  novelties 
was  a  handy  joint  holder  for  fixing  to  the  counter. 
When  manipulating  the  joints  of  a  spectacle-frame  the 
notches  in  the  holder  are  convenient  resting-places  for  the 
joint. 

The  Goerz-Anschutz  Camera. 

For  the  season  1904  a  new  model  of  the  Goerz- Anschiitz 
folding-camera  has  been  introduced  in  which  a  focal-plane 
shutter,  giving  time-exposures  as  well  as  the  fastest 
instantaneous  exposures,  replaces  the  original  pattern.  The 
blind  of  this  new  shutter  has  two  apertures ;  one  aperture  is 
the  full  width  of  the  plate,  and  when  allowed  to  travel  across 
the  plate  gives  an  exposure  of  i  second.  The  shutter  can  be 
set  so  that  this  aperture  remains  open  for  focussing  or  long 
exposures.  By  turning  a  dial  at  the  side  of  the  camera 
exposures  are  automatically  obtained  of  §.  |,  1,  2,  3,  4,  and 


5  seconds.  A  pneumatic  release  is  used  for  these  exposures. 
When  instantaneous  exposures  shorter  than  second  are 
required,  the  first  aperture  of  the  blind  is  wound  up,  and 
another  portion  of  the  blind  with  an  adjustable  slic — the  old 
form  of  Anschiitz  focal-plane  shutter — is  brought  into  use. 
The  camera  in  other  respects  is  the  same  as  last  year.  The 
illustration  shows  the  new  adjustment-apparatus  of  the 
shutter.  The  Goerz  tele-lens  is  now  being  fitted  to  order  to  the 
Goerz- Anschiitz  camera.  The  mount  of  the  tele-lens  is  fur- 
nished with  an  adjusting- ring  which  bears  two  marks,  the 
first  indicating  the  position  for  infinity  with  the  single 
extension  of  the  camera,  the  second  denoting  infinity  when 
both  camera  and  the  extension-bellows  are  used.  Focussing 
is  therefore  not  required  except  for  distances  nearer  than 
infinity. 

New  Papers  and  Plates. 

The  Barnett  "  Lustra-Matt"  bromide-paper,  made  by  Elliott 

6  Sons  (Limited),  Barnet,  is  claimed  by  the  makers  to  be  of 
exceptional  merits  as  regards  the  surface  and  purity  in  the 
whites. 

"  Radios  "  is  a  gas-light  paper  supplied  in  both  matt  and 
glossy  varieties  by  the  Lumiere  N.  A  Company  (Limited), 
4  Bloomsbury  Street,  W.C.  Lumiere's  have  also  produced  a 
new  pate  known  as  the  "Violet  label."  It  is  stated  to 
be  the  "  fastest  plate  known." 

The  "  Luna  "  papers  and  fabrics  are  being  inquired  about 
on  account  of  the  publicity  given  to  this  brand  at  an  exhibi-  I 


tion  at  the  Regent  Gallery.  Free  demonstrations  are  to  be 
given  weekly,  commencing  on  March  24. 

The  "  Paget  Prize  Self-toning  Glossy  Paper "  is  being- 
advertised  as  the  only  one  from  which  prints  can  be  made 
that  can  be  glazed  in  ten  minutes.  Not  being  a  gelatin 
paper,  the  squeegeed  print  can  be  dried  in  front  of  the  fire. 

The  new  plate  which  is  being  introduced  by  Mawson  & 
Swan,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  is  to  be  called  the  "  Felixi " 
plate,  and  to  have  an  average  speed  of  250  with  H.  &  D. 
pyro-soda  developer.  The  "  Ortho  B  "  dry  plate,  which  this 
film  introduced  at  the  end  of  1903,  is  stated  to  be  sensitive 
to  the  whole  of  the  visible  spectrum  excepting  a  strip  in  the 
red  between  the  lines  A  and  B. 

Marion  &  Co.  (Limited),  Soho  Square,  W.,  is  a  good  house 
for  sensitised  postcards.  The  "  Russet  "  postcards  and  the 
"  Quick-print  "  postcards  are  special  lines  ;  the  former  gives 
brown  prints  without  toning  by  simply  washing  and  fixing. 

Messrs.  L.  Trapp  k,  Co.,  Budge  Row,  E.C.,  are  issuing  a 
new  matt  collodio-chloride  P.O. P.  under  the  trade-name  of 
"  Eltico."  It  is  curious  that  with  the  number  of  collodio- 
chloride  papers  constantly  being  introduced  the  process  is 
not  more  popular. 

The  Rotary  Photographic  Company  (Limited)  are  to  place 
a  rollable  celluloid  film  on  the  market  in  a  short  time.  The 
film  is  to  be  called  the  "Roto." 

New  Catalogues. 

Raines  &  Co.,  Ealing,  W.,  send  us  a  beautifully  produced 
trade  list  of  photographic  enlarging  and  printing,  illustrated 
with  views  of  the  works.  Every  class  of  printing  is  under- 
taken, and  one  department  deals  with  frames,  which  some 
chemists  find  a  profitaole  extra. 

Kodak  (Limited),  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.,  issue  a  catalogue 
of  goods  sold  by  wholesale  photographic  dealers  or,  as  Kodak 
would  say,  "  jobbers."  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  after 
bearing  in  mind  the  views  of  the  company  on  "  jobbers  "  they 
aspire  to  become  "  jobbers  "  themselves. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  Brooks- Watson  Daylight  Camera  Company,  Liverpool, 
in  addition  to  improvements  in  the  "Rajar"  camera  and 
changer,  are  this  season  to  push  the  sale  of  the  "  Cieron  "  films. 
These  are  flat  cut  films  "  as  stiff  and  flat  as  a  visiting-card." 

Edward  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bow,  E.,  call  attention  to 
the  uses  of  "  Lasso "  soap  for  removing  stains  from  the 
hands  of  photographers. 

The  "  Block  Note  "  pocket-camera  which  Gaumont  &.  Co., 
Cecil  Court,  W.C,  are  offering  is  fitted  with  a  Goerz 
anastigmat  lens,  and  is  designed  to  take  pictures  of  micro- 
scopic sharpness  for  subsequently  enlarging. 

Ross  (Limited),  3  North  Side,  Clapham  Common,  S.W., 
are  maintaining  their  reputation  in  the  new  "  Homocentric  " 
lens  which  is  claimed  to  be  absolutely  spherically  corrected. 
This  lens  is  made  in  four  series,  with  different  relative 
apertures  according  to  the  class  of  work. 

The  "  Iltz  "  developing  dish  is  a  new-shaped  dish  which 
J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons  are  putting  on  the  market.  At  the 
two  sides  of  the  dish  there  are  depressions  to  allow  of  the 
plate  being  readily  lifted  from  the  solution. 

The  Dry  Adhesive  Mounting  Company  (Limited),  Fetter 
Lane,  E.C.,  are  introducing  in  this  country  Derepas  Freres' 
method  of  mounting  prints  without  the  use  of  a  moist 
mountant.  It  consists  in  placing  between  the  print  and  the 
mount  a  thin  adhesive  film  and  sealing  the  three  together  by 
heat  and  pressure.  In  this  way  expansion  of  the  print  and 
subsequent  cockling  of  the  mount  are  altogether  avoided. 
The  method  is  especially  u«eful  for  glazed  prints. 

A  new  squeegee-pad  has  been  introduced  by  the  Altrincham 
Rubber  Company.  It  consists  of  a  pad  of  celluloid  to 
squeegee  the  prints,  and  to  the  pad  is  attached  a  flap  of 
waterproof  cloth.  This  is  placed  on  the  wet  prints,  and  then 
the  squeegee  is  used  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Blotting-paper 
is  not  required. 


The  First  Number  of  a  new  quarterly  magazine  brought  out 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Deutscher  Apotheker  Verein  deals 
mainly  with  descriptions  of  new  remedies.  Amongst  the  remedies 
described  are  adrenalin,  antesthesin,  albagin,  &c,  and  in  almost 
every  case  working  formula;  for  the  article  described  are  given 
for  the  convenience  of  the  pharmacist.  The  title  of  the  book  is 
"  Vierteljahresschrift  fiir  praktische  lha.mazie." 
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3nten0iftcation  ant>  IRetmcttou. 

A  review  of  various  methods  of  effecting  these 
useful  photographic  operations. 


BY  using  an  intensifier  it  is  possible  to  make  a  good  print- 
ing negative  from  one  which  either  through  incorrect 
exposure  or  development  is  too  thin  to  yield  a  positive  with 
normal  contrasts.  The  greatest  success  in  this  operation  is 
obtained  with  the  thin  negatives  due  to  over-exposure  which 
have  as  a  rule  plenty  of  detail.  There  are  many  processes  of 
intensification  roughly  divided  into  the  following  classes — 
(1)  mercury ;  (2)  uranium ;  (3)  silver ;  (4)  lead  ;  (5)  copper. 
The 

Mkrgueic  Intensifier 
is  the  favourite.    The  simplest  form  of  this  is  Wortley's : 
A. 

Mercuric  chloride    1  oz. 

Ammonium  chloride   1  oz. 

Distilled  water    20  oz. 

B. 

Liquid  ammonia    1  oz. 

Distilled  water    20  oz. 

The  well-washed  negative  is  soaked  in  the  first  solution  till 
it  turns  white.  It  is  then  washed  in  running  water  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  immersed  in  ammonia  solution  till  black, 
and  finally  washed  to  free  the  negative  from  the  ammonia. 
In  No.  A  solution  sodium  chloride  or  hydrochloric  acid  may 
be  used  in  place  of  ammonium  chloride,  which,  however,  is 
the  least  objectionable  addition.  As  pharmacists  are  well 
aware,  the  ammonium  chloride  increases  the  solubility  of 
mercuric  chloride  by  the  formation  of  a  more  soluble  salt, 
"  sal  alembroth."  The  addition  of  hydrochloric  acid  is  in- 
advisable, as  the  acid  tends  to  loosen  the  film  from  the  glass. 
Ammonia  is  the  blackening  agent  usually  employed,  but 
sodium  sulphite  (1  in  10)  ferrous  oxalate  developer,  any 
alkaline  developer,  or  Schlippe's  salt  (1  in  40)  may  be  used 
instead. 

Other  salts  of  mercury  are  used  for  intensification,  such  as 
mercuric  iodide  and  mercuric  sulphocyanide.  Mr.  B.  J. 
Edwards  in  1880  used  mercuric  iodide  and  sodium  thio- 
sulphate  (hypo),  but  the  better  method  is  that  of  Lumiere : 

Mercuric  iodide    96  gr. 

Anhydrous  sodium  sulphite         ...    2  oz. 
(or  crystallised  sodium  sulphite 
4  oz.) 

Distilled  water    20  oz. 

Mix,  and  keep  in  the  dark 
The  plate  is  simply  soaked  in  the  solution  till  it  is  judged  to 
be  sufficiently  intensified.  It  is  not  so  imperative  that  the 
film  be  quite  free  from  hypo  before  using  this  intensifier. 
In  the  case  of  the  mercuric-chloride  intensifier  the  plate  is 
ruined  if  any  hypo  remains  in  the  film. 

The  Agfa  intensifier,  in  which  mercuric  sulphocyanide  is 
used,  gives  excellent  results.  According  to  the  patent 
(7,021,  1899)  it  consists  of  mercuric  sulphocyanide  (10  parts), 
potassium  sulphocyanide  (8  parts),  and  distilled  water 
(100  parts).  One  part  or  this  solution  is  diluted  with 
10  parts  of  water  for  use. 

The  Platinotype  Company  sell  an  intensifier  composed  of 
mercuric  chloride  and  a  salt  of  platinum.  It  yields  good 
results. 

Ueanium-intensifier. 


A  good  formula  for  this  is — 

Uranium  acetate 
Acetic  acid 

Potassium  ferricyanide 
Water  


120  gr. 

i  oz. 
50  gr. 
6  oz. 


The  plate  must  be  quite  free  from  hypo  before  using  this 
solution.  The  intensification  can,  if  required,  be  removed 
by  prolonged  washing,  or  it  can  be  removed  locally  by  a 
solution  of  ammonium  carbonate. 

Silver-intensifier. 
Mr.  J.  B.  B.  Wellington's  formula  for  this  is  the  best — 
A. 

Silver  nitrate   lh  oz. 

Distilled  water    18"  oz. 


B. 

Ammonium  sulphocyanide...       ...  3  oz. 

Sodium  hyposulphite    3  oz. 

Distilled  water    18  oz. 

Add  sufficient  of  B  to  1  oz.  of  A  to  just  redissolve  the  pre- 
cipitate, and  to  each  ounce  add  3  gr.  of  pyrogallic  acid  and 
6  drops  of  ammonia.  More  ammonia  may  be  added  from 
time  to  time  if  more  density  is  required.  The  plate  is 
afterwards  placed  in  the  fixing-bath  for  a  minute  and  well 
washed.  The  objection  to  this  intensifier  is  that  it  is  expen- 
sive and  troublesome  to  prepare. 

Lead-intensifier. 

Eder  &  Toth's  ferricyanide-of-lead  intensifier  is  prepared 
from  the  following  recipe  : 

A. 

Lead  nitrate  ...       ...       ...       ...    200  gr. 

Potassium  ferricyanide    300  gr. 

Distilled  water 


B. 

Ammonium  sulphide  (solution) 
Distilled  water 


10  oz. 


1  oz. 
9  oz. 


Soak  the  plate  in  solution  A  till  bleached,  wash  thoroughly,  and 
blacken  with  solution  B.    Finally,  well  wash. 

This  intensifier  produces  a  very  dense  negative,  but  in  the 
hands  of  some  photographers  it  is  found  to  work  unevenly. 

Copper-intensifier. 

In  this  bath  copper  chloride  or  bromide  is  employed,  Sir 
Wm.  Abney  suggesting  the  use  of  copper  bromide,  which  is 
formed  by  mixing  strong  solutions  of  copper  sulphate  and 
potassium-bromide  solution  The  negative  is  soaked  in  this 
solution,  washed,  and  blackened  either  with  solution  of  silver 
nitrate,  ammonia,  or  ammonium  sulphide. 

The  reader  will  probably  be  at  a  loss  to  know  which  in- 
tensifier he  should  use,  but  it  may  be  taken  that  the  order 
in  which  the  various  intensifiers  are  considered  in  this  article 
indicates  their  relative  usefulness. 

Reduction. 

The  methods  of  reducing  the  opacity  of  a  negative  are  as 
numerous  as  the  ways  of  intensifying.  Haddon  &  Grand, 
have  shown  that  if  a  plate  is  taken  out  of  the  fixing-bath 
and  left  without  washing,  some  of  the  silver  is  dissolved  in 
the  sodium  thiosulphate.  This  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
simplest  way  of  reducing  a  plate,  but  the  most  used  method 
is  the  ferricyanide  bdth  first  introduced  by  Mr.  E.  Howard 
Farmer  in  1884 — a  solution  of  sodium  thiosulphate  to  which 
a  little  potassium  ferricyanide  has  been  added.  The  mixed 
solution  is  not  permanent,  but  a  solution  of  potassium  ferri- 
cyanide (1  in  10)  can  be  kept  ready  for  sale.  When  required 
for  use  a  few  drops  of  the  ferricyanide  solution  is  added  to  a 
little  freshly-made  solution  of  sodium  thiosulphate  (2  oz.  to 
the  pint).  The  n^ative  should  have  been  first  soaked  in 
water  and  then  placed  in  the  reducing  solution,  the  dish 
being  rocked  to  ensure  even  action.  Another  way  is  to  apply 
the  reducer  by  means  of  a  tuft  of  cotton  wool  or  OH.  pencil, 
in  which  case  a  fairly  strong  solution  should  be  used.  This 
latter  method  is  useful  for  local  reduction.  A  modification 
of  Farmer's  reducer  suggested  by  Haddon  is  as  follows : 


Potassium  ferricyanide 
Ammonium  sulphocyanide... 
Distilled  water 


5  gr. 
10  gr. 

1  oz. 


This  is  used  in  the  same  way  as  the  previous  solution,  but 
the  plates  do  not  require  so  much  subsequent  washing. 

Ammonium  persulphate  is  an  excellent  reducer  when  used 
in  from  3  to  5  per  cent,  solutions.  The  negative  must  be 
well  washed  before  using  persulphate.  Anthion  (potassium 
persulphate)  is  used  in  the  same  way.  The  action  of 
this  reducing  agent  can  be  arrested  entirely  by  dipping  the 
plate  into  a  solution  of  sodium  sulphite. 

Belitzki's  Ferric-oxalate  Reducer, 

although  more  complicated  than  the  previous  one,  keeps 
well  if  properly  stored.    A  simplified  formula  is : 
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Ferric-chloride  solution  (B  P.)     ...  120  gr 

Potassium  oxalate  ...    180  gr. 

Sodium  sulphite      ...       ...       ...  120  gr. 

Oxalic  acid    ...       ...       ...       ...  35  gr. 

Sodium  thiosulphate         ...       ...  1^  oz. 

Distilled  water        ...       ...       ...  7  oz. 


Add  the  iron  solution  to  the  water  and  dissolve  therein  the 
other  chemicals  in  the  order  given. 

Namias'  permanganate  reducer  is  an  acid  solution  of 
potassium  permanganate,  and  solution  of  potassium  bi- 
chromate is  also  used. 

Lumiere's  cerium  reducer  is  a  recent  introduction,  which 
has  the  advantage  of  keepiDg  well.  It  is  prepared  by  adding 
20  minims  of  sulphuric  acid  to  2  oz.  of  water,  dissolving  1  oz. 
of  eerie  sulphate  in  the  acid  liquid,  and  adding  water  to 
make  10  oz.  of  solution.  For  use,  1  oz.  of  the  solution  is 
diluted  with  9  oz.  of  water. 

The  "  Agfa  "  reducer  (patent  12,375,  1900)  is  a  mixture  of 
potassium  ferric  oxalate  (1  part)  and  anhydrous  sodium 
thiosulphate  (10  parts).  The  powder  is  dissolved  in  water 
for  use  as  a  reducer. 


THE  ROYAL  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY  OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Koyal  Photographic  Society  a 
lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Field  on 

Discoloration  of  Bromide  Prints, 
during  which  the  acid  fixing-bath  was  incidentally  con- 
sidered. The  lecturer  did  not  refer  to  stains  caused  through 
the  neglect  of  elementary  precautions,  but  assumed  that  the 
prints  were  well  immersed  and  agitated  under  the  surface 
of  the  developing-solution,  and  fixation  started  by  a  general 
swish  of  the  prints  in  the  hypo.  bath.  In  the  case  of  too 
small,  or  too  weak,  a  hypo,  bath  being  used,  there  might  be 
sulphidation  by  direct  action  in  the  bath  ;  or,  if  the  prints 
were  allowed  to  rise  above  the  surface,  by  rapid  oxidation 
from  the  air.     The  stains  were  enumerated  as  follows : 

(1)  Greyness;  slight  grey  fog  over  the  print ;  greyish  whites  ; 

(2)  yellowness  of  print ;  and  (3)  grey-brown  discoloration. 
All  these  are  totally  separate  from  wrong  colour  or  tone  of 
the  image.  The  grey  fog  is  due  to  exposure  of  the  paper, 
while  in  the  sensitive  state,  to  white  light.  The  faintest 
reflection  of  white  light  from  walls  or  ceilings,  or  an 
uns-afe  light  used  during  development  would  be  sufficient  to 
produce  this  kind  of  fog.  With  some  papers,  white  light, 
during  fixation  of  the  print,  or,  in  fact,  until  the  final  soluble 
salt  is  removed  by  washing,  will  cause  the  fog.  The  yellow- 
ness is  a  development  stain,  and  arises  from  the  precipita- 
tion of  brown  products  of  oxidation  in  the  developer  into 
the  film  of  the  paper.  This  stain  is  more  readily  produced 
in  proportion  to  (1)  the  age  of  the  developer,  (2)  the  dura- 
tion of  development,  (3)  the  rapidity  of  the  particular 
developer  in  oxidising,  (4)  exposure  to  the  air  during  de- 
velopment, and  (5)  the  sensitiveness  of  the  film  to  dis- 
coloration.   The  grey-brown  discoloration  is  a  sulphur-stain. 

A  good  safe  acid  bath  for  bromide  prints  is  made  accord- 
ing to  the  following  formula  : 

Sodium  hyposulphite    4  parts 

Potassium  metasulphite     ...       ...      1  part 

Water   20  parts 

For  plates  the  following  is  an  excellent  formula  : 
(I) 

Sodium  hyposulphite    1  lb. 

Water   50  oz. 

(II.) 

Sodium  bisulphite    ...       ...       ...      4  oz. 

Water  20  oz. 

For  use  1  part  of  II.  should  be  added  to  10  parts  of  I.  For 
papers — bromide,  gaslight,  &c. — dilute  the  above  with  from 
25  to  50  per  cent,  of  water.  For  producing  fine  black  prints 
the  following  is  a  good  working  formula  : 


Sodium  sulphite    Ik  oz. 

Potassium  bromide   15  gr. 

Water   15  0z. 

Amidol     60  c-r. 


Another  good  formula  for  soft  grey  prints  is — ■ 


Sodium  sulphite       ...    3  oz. 

Water   80  oz. 

Potassium  metasulphite    12  gr. 

Potassium  bromide  ...       ...       ...  8  gr. 

Amidol...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 


Platinotype-printing. 

At  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Society,  Mr.  E.  T.  Holding 
gave  an  interesting  risumi  of  the  theory  and  practice  of 
platinotype-printing,  from  which  we  take  the  following  : 

The  four  great  advantages  of  platinotype  are  :  (1)  Quick 
printing,  generally  more  than  twice  as  quick  as  in  the  case 
of  P.O. P. ;  (2)  ease  of  manipulation — under  certain  con- 
ditions very  difficult  to  go  wrong  ;  (3)  permanence  of  print ; 
(4-)  beauty  of  the  tones  obtained — blacks,  browns,  sepia, 
reds,  blues,  greens,  &c. 

The  formula  recommended  for  developing  black  tones  is 
as  follows : 

Potassium  oxalate   5ij. 

Potassium  phosphate    §ss. 

Water  fciv. 

The  old  developing-solution  may  be  kept  and  used  over  and 
over  again,  one  plan  being  to  replenish  the  old  developer  by 
adding  a  little  new  solution  from  tims  to  time;  such 
developer  the  lecturer  found  to  be  more  satisfactory  than  a 
freshly  made  solution.  The  clearing-bath  is  made  by  mixiDg 
hydrochloric  acid  §j.  with  water  §lx.  After  the  clearing  a 
pinch  of  washing-soda  may  be  added  to  the  warer  used  for 
washing  to  neutralise  any  acid  that  may  be  left  in  the 
paper.  To  make  sepia  tones,  a  delightful  method  is  to 
introduce  mercuric  chloride  into  the  oxalate  bath.  By  this 
means  a  fine  range  of  browns  can  be  obtained — from  a  dark, 
rich  chocolate  to  a  pleasant,  golden,  warm  brown.  The 
formula  is  this : 

(A) 

Potassium  oxalate    ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Water   ...  Jvij. 

(B) 

Potassium  citrate     ...       ...       ...  5j-  gi".  xv. 

Citric  acid      ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Mercuric  chloride     ...       ...       ...  gr.  XL  v. 

Water   §vij. 

Mix  in  equal  proportions  for  use. 

The  clearing-bath  used  after  this  developer  should  be  half- 
strength. 

On  the  question  of  toning  platinotype  prints,  the  lecturer 
referred  to  the  pleasant  tones  that  can  be  obtained  by 
catechu,  for  which  the  metallic  deposit  on  a  platinotype 
print  has  a  singular  affinity. 

Uranium-toning  has  the  effect  of  intensifying,  so  that 
very  weak  prints  may  often  be  greatly  improved  by  uranium- 
toning.  A  good  range  of  colours  is  given  by  the  following 
bath  : 

(A) 

Uranium  nitrate       ...       ...       ...    gr.  x. 

Glacial  acetic  acid    ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Water  gy. 

(B) 

Potassium  ferricyanide       ...       ...  gr.  x. 

Glacial  acetic  acid    ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Water   §v. 

Blix,  and  add  a  small  quantity  of  sodium  sulphite. 

To  obtain  the  blue  or  green  tones  the  same  formula  is 
used,  but  after  development  in  the  oxalate-bath  the  print  is 
immersed  in  the  clearing-bath  for  a  few  seconds — about 
ten  seconds  for  blue  tones — and  then  transferred  to  the 
toning-bath. 

To  turn  the  brown  prints  blue,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to 
immerse  them  in  a  solution  of — 

Ferrous  sulphate    5ss. 

Water  Jxx. 

and  then  wash. 
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pbotograpbic  motes. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


The  Sulphites. 

Professor  R.  Namias,  in  a  paper  to  "  Photography,"  on  the 
stability  and  merits  of  the  sulphites  and  metasulphites,  says 
it  is  impossible  to  get  sodium  sulphite,  commercially,  abso- 
lutely pure.  The  purest  sample  of  the  crystallised  salt 
examined  did  not  contain  more  than  90  per  cent,  of 
sodium  sulphite.  The  proportion  of  sulphate  in  the 
anhydrous  sulphite  is  always  considerable.  The  crystallised 
salt  should  be  kept  in  a  bottle  from  which  air  has  been 
driven  by  a  stream  of  coal-gas.  Potassium  metasulphite 
has  the  best  keeping-prorjerties  of  the  bisulphites,  and  on  this 
account  Professor  Namias  recommends  its  use  in  preference 
to  the  sulphite,  using  two-fifths  of  the  metasulphite  in  place 
of  sulphite,  and  taking  care  to  neutralise  the  acidity  of 
the  metasulphite  with  a  little  caustic  soda  or  potash.  The 
solutions  of  potassium  metasulphite  or  sodium  sulphite  do 
not  keep  well.  Sodium  bisulphite  is  less  stable  than  either 
of  the  sulphites  previously  mentioned. 

Reducing  Negative?. 

I  was  present  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Royal  Photo- 
graphic Society  when  Dr.  Prevost,  who  was  reading  a 
paper,  referred  to  what  the  President  (Sir  William  Abney) 
said  was  "  a  very  useful  hint."  As  it  was  the  suggestion 
of  a  pharmacist  it  is  worth  noting.  A  country  chemist, 
explained  Dr.  Prevost,  had  experimented  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  ordinary  method  of  reducing  dense  negatives 
with  ammonium  persulphate.  When  treating  such  subjects 
as  wedding  groups,  in  which  the  hard  black  and  white  too 
often  give  an  inartistic  effect  to  the  picture,  this  chemist 
floods  the  plate  with  ordinary  mucilage,  afterwards  rubbing 
it  off  from  those  parts  most  requiring  to  be  reduced.  The 
ammonium  persulphate  then  attacks  the  bared  parts  more 
strongly  than  the  other  parts ;  but,  instead  of  doing  so  in 
a  hard,  crude  way,  as  is  so  often  the  case  when  insoluble 
varnish  is  used,  it  produces  (owing  to  the  gum  being  soluble 
in  water)  beautiful  softened  edges  to  the  outlines.  Dr. 
Prevost  added  that  he  had  tried  this  method,  and  found  it 
highly  satisfactory. 

Combined  Development  and  Fixing. 
This  may  become  as  popular  as  combined  toning  and 
fixing  if  Mr.  T.  Thorne  Baker's  experiments  ("  British  Journal 
of  Photography  ")  mean  anything.    That  investigator,  using 
the  following  formulas,  obtained  good  results  : 
A. 


Sodium  hyposulphite 
Potassium  hydrate  ... 
Potassium  metasulphite 
Water  

B. 

Sodium  hyposulphite 
Sodium  sulphite 
Sodium  carbonate  ... 
Sodium  hydrate 
Potassium  metasulphite 
Water  


20  grams 
10  grams 
3  grams 
2J0  c.c. 


20  grams 
10  grams 
.    20  grams 
4  grams 
3  grams 
200  c.c. 


Sodium  hyposulphite    20  grams 

Potassium  hydrate   2  grams 

Sodium  carbonate   ...       ...       ...    10  grams 

Potassium  metasulphite    3  grams 

Water   200  c.c. 

Just  before  use  the  develop ing-agents  are  added  : 

To  A— 

Hydroquinone    2  grams 

To  B  or  C— 

Edinol   2  grams 

A  Magnesium  Candle 
has  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Newton  Gibson,  of  Hebden 
Budge,  and  the  results,  judging  by  some  reproductions  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  "Photogram,"  are  quite  satisfactory. 


To  obtain  the  best  effects  the  "candle-lamp,"  as  it  is  called, 
is  used  as  an  adjunct  to  daylight,  and  has  an  illuminating- 
area  of  about  3  feet.  Mr.  Gibson  promises  to  divulge  the 
secret  of  his  invention  before  long. 

Daylight  Development. 

Messrs.  Lumiere  and  Seyewitz  communicate  an  improved 
method  of  preparing  a  solution  for  daylight  development. 
The  method  known  as  "  Coxin  "  consists  in  the  addition  of 
croceine  3B  to  the  developer,  which  stains  the  film  sufficiently 
to  prevent  the  action  of  light  on  the  haloid  salts  of  silver 
in  the  film.  A  simpler  method  is  the  use  of  a  colouring- 
matter  in  the  developer,  which  does  not  stain  the  film  ;  but 
the  choice  of  these  colours  is  limited.  The  best  dyes  to  use 
are  croceine  scarlet  3B,  phenoflavine,  ponceau  6R,  uranine, 
and  tartrasine  ;  but  a  little  colour  is  permanently  retained 
by  the  film.  After  many  experiments  Messrs.  Lumiere  and 
Seyewitz  discovered  that  a  mixture  of  anhydrous  sodium 
sulphite  100  parts  and  magnesium  picrate  50  parts,  when 
added  to  the  developer,  gives  a  suitable  colour  and  makes  it 
possible  to  develop  a  plate  by  ordinary  light.  This  mixture 
is  called  by  the  inventors  "  Chrysosulphite  No.  I."  Another 
mixture,  weaker  in  picrate,  is  also  employed,  under  the  name 
"  Chrysosulphite  No.  II."  Examples  of  a  developer  made 
from  this  salt  are  as  follows  : 

Metol-quinol. 
A 


Metol  

Quinol   

Chrysosulphite  No.  I. 
Water  


Sodium  carbonate  (anhydrous) 
Water  


For  use  mix  equal  parts  of  A  and  B. 


YBOGALLOL. 


Pyrogallol   

Chrysosulphite  No.  I. 
Water  


2'5  grams 
4'5  grams 
60  grams 
500  c.c. 


.  35  grams 
..  500  c.c. 


20  grams 
100  grams 
500  c.c. 


For  use  mix  50  c.c.  of  this  solution  with  150  c.c.  of  water  and 
20  c.c.  of  acetone. 

Development  without  Alkali. 

A  continuation  of  the  researches  of  Messrs.  Lumiere  & 
Seyewetz  on  this  subject  has  recently  been  published,  the 
following  being  the  conclusions  arrived  at : 

(1)  In  order  that  a  substance  may  be  able  to  develop  the  latent 
image  without  the  addition  of  alkali,  in  the  presence  of  alkaline 
sulphite,  it  needs  only  to  contain  a  single  developing  faculty,  one 
of  the  groups  of  which  may  be  amidogen.  This  may  be  sub- 
stituted or  not,  provided  the  substitution  does  not  destroy  the 
basic  character  of  the  amidogen.  It  is  necessary  also  that  the 
substance  should  be  sufficiently  soluble  in  alkaline  sulphite. 

(2)  If  the  substance  contains  only  a  single  developing-faculty, 
or  if  it  contains  this  faculty  doubly,  but  without  the  amidogen 
group,  the  property  of  developing  without  alkali  is  too  feeble, 
especially  in  the  latter  case,  to  be  practically  used. 

(3)  The  reducing- power  is  found  to  be  considerably  augmented 
in  the  case  where  there  is  the  double  developing  faculty  if  this 
contains  two  amidogen  groups.  The  developer  may  then  be  used 
practically  without  alkali. 

(4j  The  reducing-power  is  found  also  to  be  augmented,  although 
more  feebly  than  in  the  preceding  case,  if  the  basic  faculty  or 
faculties  of  the  developer  be  salified  by  the  oxhydrils  of  a  phenolic 
compound  itself  possessing  developing-properties.  The  developer 
is  then  equally  useful  practically  without  the  addition  of  alkali. 

(5)  The  salification  of  the  basic  faculty  of  a  developer  by  the 
oxhydrils  of  a  phenolic  compound  possessing  no  developiug- 
properties,  or  the  salification  of  the  oxhydrils  of  a  deve  oper 
having  a  phenolic  faculty  by  an  aromatic  amine  not  containing 
the  developing-faculty,  does  not  furnish  in  a  single  case  com- 
pounds capable  of  developing  practically  without  the  addition  of 
alkali. 

Dyes  for  Light-filters. 

The  dyes  most  suited  for  the  preparation  of  light-filters 
for  three-colour  photography  are,  according  to  a  paper  by 
Dr.  E.  Konig  in  the  "  Photographische  Mittheilungen," 
crystal-violet,  tartrazine,  naphthol-green,  dianil-red,  methy- 
lene-blue,  patent-blue,  rose-bengal.  Some  of  these  are  used 
singly,  whilst  other  shades  are  formed  by  combining  various 
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colours.  The  dyes  are  added,  in  solution,  to  an  8-per-cent. 
solution  of  gelatin. 

i  Colour-sensitive  Silveb  Salt 

An  abstract  of  an  interesting  paper  on  a  silver  chloride 
sensitive  to  colour  appears  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
"  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry."  The  in- 
vestigator, E.  Baur,  prepared  emulsions  by  treating  1  per  cent, 
solution  of  Carey  Lea's  golden-brown  modification  of  silver 
with  varying  amounts  of  chlorine-water,  and  then  adding 
5  per  cent,  of  gelatin  to  the  mixtures  of  silver  chloride 
(AgCl)  and  subchloride  (Ag2Cl)  produced.  Plates  coated 
with  these  emulsions  reproduce  after  one  hour's  exposure, 
the  solar  spectrum  in  its  natural  colours.  The  last  traces  of 
subchloride  can  only  be  dissolved  out  from  the  photo-chloride 
of  silver  with  difficulty  by  nitric  acid,  corresponding  to  the 
last  traces  of  silver  in  a  gold-silver  alloy.  Baur  is  of  opinion 
that  the  photo-chlorides  represent  an  uninterrupted  series  of 
homogeneous  mixtures  of  silver  chloride  and  subchloride. 

Preparing  Matt  Gelatin  Paper. 

The  editor  is  occasionally  asked  for  a  formula  for 
P.O. P.,  so  that  the  following  from  the  "  Photographische 
Mitteilungen  "  will  be  acceptable  both  to  experimenters  and 
to  photographic  chemists  who  like  to  know  how  the  papers 
they  sell  are  prepared.  The  article  is  by  Herr  P.  Hanneke, 
who  at  the  outset  insists  on  the  use  of  a  pure  paper.  Un- 
sized paper  is  first  treated  on  the  side  to  be  coated  with  a 
layer  of  chrome-gelatin  (gelatin  7  5  grams,  water  200  CO., 
and  2-per-cent.  solution  of  chrome  alum,  15  c.c.)  to  prevent 
the  emulsion  sinking  into  the  paper.  Prepared  matt  baryta 
paper  is  obtainable  commercially,  which  does  not  require  this 
preliminary  treatment.  The  emulsion  is  made  from  the  fol- 
lowing solution : 

I. 


Emulsion  gelatin 
Distilled  water 
Ammonium  chloride 


Silver  nitrate 
Distilled  water 


Citric  acid 
Distilled  water 


II. 


Ill 


25  grams 
400  c.c. 
2  grams 


14  grams 
50  c.c. 


3  grams  | 
50  c.c.  i 


CHEMISTS'  PHOTOGRAPHS. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  we  receive  many  photographs 
from  chemists  which  give  ample  proof  that  technical  skill 
in  the  dark  art  is  readily  acquired  by  pharmacists.  Three 
photographs  received  within  the  last  week  are  here  repro- 
duced. 


The  solutions  are  warmed  to  50°  C,  and  in  a  weak  light 
No.  II.  is  run  into  No.  I.,  and  the  mixture  is  kept  well 
stirred  whilst  No.  III.  is  added.  Next  the  emulsion  is 
filtered  through  flannel  and  paper  coated  with  it  by  floating 
for  a  minute  on  a  thin  layer  in  a  porcelain  dish.  Care  must 
be  taken  that  no  air-bells  are  present.  If  on  raising  the 
paper  from  the  surface  of  the  emulsion  air-bells  are  present 
they  must  be  removed  with  a  glass  rod.  The  sheets  of 
paper  are  next  suspended  by  wooden  clips  in  a  dark  aDd 
moderately  warm  place.  After  two  or  three  hours  the 
paper  is  dry,  and  is  smoothed  by  rolling  with  a  paste-board 
roller.  The  paper  is  exposed,  toned,  and  fixed  as  usual,  the 
following  being  given  by  Herr  Hanneke  as  a  suitable  com- 
bined bath  : 

Sodium  thiosulphate         ...       ...  200  grams 

Sodium  acetate       ...       ...       ...    12  grams 

Lead  acetate ...       ...       ...       ...    12  grams 

Ammonium  6ulphocyanide  ...    10  grams 

Citric  acid    4  grams 

Gold  chloride  (1-per-cent.  solution)  60  c.c. 
Water    1000  c.c. 

The  prints  should  be  overprinted,  as  they  lose  considerable 
in  colour  when  placed  in  this  bath. 

Dark-rooms. 

Colwyn  Bay — D.  Llewelyn  Jones,  3  Ivy  Buildings. 
Stretford — H.  Watts,  King  Street  Pharmacy. 


Liquokice. — The  liquorice  plant  is  chiefly  grown,  without 
cultivation,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  rivers.  The 
time  of  collection  is  winter.  It  is  taken  to  Bussorah,  whence  it  is 
shipped  in  pressed  bales  to  London,  and  again  from  there  to 
America,  where  it  is  used  largely  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco. 


The  Victoria  Falls,  Bhodesia. 
The  British  Association  will  visit  this  spot  next  year. 


Snapshot  near  the  Top  op  World's  View. 
Amongst  the  boulders  on  the  top  is  Rhodes's  grave. 


Mr.  P.  E.  Westrav,  Chemist  to  the  Government  op 
Uganda,  Gondokoro  Nile,  with  his  two  Pairs  op 
Elephant-tusks. 

Mr.  Westray  is  the  left  of  the  hunters. 
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HDeytcan  flotes. 


A  Correspondent,  writing  from  the  city  of  Mexico, 
states  that  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  hot  lands  of  Mexico 
are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  growth  and  cultivation  of 
drugs,  and  Mexico  is  developing  her  industries  in  all  di- 
rections. Sarsaparilla,  vanilla,  jalap-root,  chicle  gum,  honey, 
camphor,  and  other  products  are  being  exported  annually  on 
a  scale  much  larger  than  at  any  previous  period  of  the 
country's  history.  Sarsiparilla  and  jalap  are  in  good  demand 
in  France,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  recent  advices  from 
that  country  are  to  the  effect  that  dealers  are  unable  to  fill 
orders. 

A  New  Industry  is  growing  up  in  Mexico — bee-keeping — 
several  of  the  up-to-date  apiaries  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico 
City  yielding  annually  4,000  lbs.  of  honey  each.  Honey  is 
largely  produced  in  the  States  of  Ialisco,  Michoacan,  and 
Guerrero.  It  costs  about  2c.  (silver)  per  litre,  and  is  exported 
to  England  and  the  Continent. 

Camphor  is  produced  in  the  territory  of  Tepic,  where  a 
company  has  been  recently  formed  for  its  cultivation  on  a 
large  scale.  A  camphor-tree  will  produce  in  Mexico  from 
2  to  3  lbs.  of  gum  every  summer,  and  350  trees  can  be 
planted  to  the  acre.  The  company  referred  to  is  confidently 
expectant  of  realising  handsomely  in  its  camphor-tree  in- 
vestments. 

The  Cultivation  of  the  Mexican  Olive  is  now  quite 
an  industry,  and  the  quality  of  the  oil  is  delicious.  It  is 
said  to  be  more  finely  flavoured  than  the  oils  used  to  anoint 
the  old  Kings  of  France.  It  is  gathered  in  October  and 
stored  in  dry  places.  The  Mexicans  extract  the  oil  either  by 
pressure  of  the  fruit  in  the  cold,  or  by  heating  when  the  fruit 
is  green  and  ripe.  Sea-salt  is  added  to  extract  all  the  water, 
and  the  fruit  is  sometimes  curiously  preserved  by  the  Indian 
women  with  mixtures  of  garlic,  sea-salt,  and  other  condi- 
ments which  they  will  not  reveal ;  and  the  secret  remains 
with  them. 

Another  Mexican  Product  which  has  very  much  come 
to  the  front  in  recent  years,  owing  largely  to  the  gum- 
chewing  Americans,  is  chicle  gum.  This  is  a  product  of  the 
tapote-tree,  and  is  found  in  abundance  along  the  Mexican 
coasts  of  the  temperate  zones.  Chicle  is  also  extracted  from 
a  tree  of  the  family  of  the  Aselcpiadew.  It  yields  a  sap  not 
quite  so  hard  as  rubber,  but  of  a  much  heavier  consistency 
than  varnish.  Large  numbers  of  Indians  devote  themselves 
to  the  cultivation  and  extraction  of  chicle  in  the  States  of 
Floxcada,  Puebla,  and  Hidalgo.  Their  procedure  is  primi- 
tive. They  cut  up  and  joint  the  product,  and  afterwards 
press  it  to  secure  the  sap,  which  is  treated  by  heat  until  it 
reaches  the  requisite  density.  It  is  then  put  into  moulds  in 
the  shape  of  cakes,  when  it  is  ready  for  the  market. 

Dr.  John  K.  Rice,  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
U.S.A.,  has  just  completed  (February  25,  1904)  his  fifth  tour 
of  investigation  in  Mexico.  The  chief  purpose  of  his  journey 
this  year  was  to  glean  from  Mexican  physicians  and 
pharmacists  the  exact  properties  of  an  Indian  plant  found  in 
some  portions  of  the  Republic,  which  is  said  to  possess  rare 
efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  lung-diseases.  Neither  the 
plant  nor  its  product  is  known  in  Europe  or  the  United 
States.  After  three  weeks  of  diligent  research,  Dr.  Rice  has 
announced  that  his  mission  has  been  altogether  successful. 
Before  returning  North  he  will  collect  many  of  the  plants, 
complete  his  analyses,  and  will  carry  with  him  a  goodly 
supply  of  a  remedy  that  has  given  good  results  in  the  treat- 
ment of  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  asthma,  and  consumption. 

Cacao-tree  Cultivation  is  now  receiving  more  than 
ordinary  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  plantation- 
owner.  On  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  and  in  the  States  of 
Tabasco  and  Chiapas  the  tree  grows  wild  in  the  forests,  and 
produces  even  in  its  wild  state  large  pods  filled  with  a  fine 
quality  of  bean.  Cultivation,  while  it  does  not  improve  the 
quality  greatly,  increases  the  yield  of  the  tree.  The  early 
Spanish  savants  designated  cacao  "  Nectar  of  the  Gods."  The 
early  discoverers  esteemed  the  product  as  highly  as  did  the 
Aztecs,  who,  long  before  the  discovery  of  America,  devoted 
themselves  to  its  cultivation,  and  among  whom  it  had  such  a 
stable  value  that  the  beans  were  used  as  a  medium  of 


exchange  in  the  same  manner  as  gold  and  silver  are  now 
used.  The  exportation  to  the  United  States  has  grown 
from  9,000,000  lbs.  in  1883  to  62,000,000  lbs.  in  1903.  The 
greatest  producing  section  is  the  Soconusco  district,  in  the 
State  of  Chiapas. 


Canadian  motes. 


The  Maritime  Sulphite  Company's  properties  at 
Chatham,  New  Brunswick,  were  sold,  on  February  26,  by 
auction  under  a  decree  of  the  Court.  They  were  bid  in  at 
$500,000  by  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  which  holds  bonds 
and  claims  to  that  amount.  The  property  includes  the 
pulp-mill  and  262  square  miles  of  timber-limits  on  the 
Miramichi  river.  It  is  understood  that  the  bank  is 
negotiating  for  a  sale  to  a  syndicate  of  United  States 
investors. 

The  "  Montreal  Chemists  Club  "  is  the  name  of  a 
new  organisation  formed  on  March  10  by  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  retail  and  wholesale  chemists  of  the  city. 
The  meeting  took  place  in  the  form  of  a  smoker  and  concert 
at  Welsh's  Cafe,  St.  Peter's  Street ;  and  before  its  conclusion 
the  club  was  organised  and  the  officers  elected  as  follows  : 
Hon.  President,  Mr.  W.  H.  Chapman ;  Hon.  Vice-President, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wright;  President,  Mr.  Leo  G  Ryan;  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  J.  R.  Read  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  P.  Wilson  ; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Golden.  Committee :  Messrs.  F.  Paquet, 
H.  Barre,  W.  Stone,  J.  Deardon,  O.  Tansey,  J.  W.  Weinfield, 
Dowder,  and  Humphreys.  The  purpose  of  the  club  is  to 
promote  social  and  intellectual  intercourse  among  the 
druggists  of  Montreal.  Club-rooms  will  be  secured  and 
fitted  up,  and  regular  meetings  will  be  held.  Letters  of 
regret  were  read  from  several  of  the  wholesale  druggists 
who  were  unable  to  be  present. 

Alcoholic  Medicines. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Dominion 
Alliance  held  at  Montreal  on  March  3,  one  of  the  principal 
matters  under  discussion  was  the  attitude  the  Alliance 
should  adopt  toward  patent  medicines  containing  large  pro- 
portions of  alcohol,  which  were  said  to  be  very  pernicious 
in  their  effect,  and  the  sales  of  such  preparations  were 
largely  on  the  increase.  After  a  good  deal  of  deliberation 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  :  "  That  we  seriously 
deprecate  the  increasing  use  of  so-called  patent  medicines 
which  contain  excessive  percentages  of  alcohol,  and  would 
call  the  special  attention  of  all  friends  of  temperance  to  the 
danger  of  such  practices."  Various  means  of  warning  the 
public  against  the  evil  were  discussed,  and  it  was  finally 
decided  to  have  the  patent  medicines  containing  alcohol 
advertised  in  the  daily  papers  for  a  month  advising  people 
against  their  use  It  is  questionable,  however,  whether  this 
method  of  procedure  will  have  the  desired  effect.  It  will 
certainly  give  the  articles  under  the  ban  a  lot  of  free 
advertising,  and  bring  to  the  notice  of  everyone  those  patent 
medicines  which  are  well  fortified  with  spirit. 

Second-year  Science  Students  of  McGill  University 
were  a  few  weeks  ago  fined  $5  each  for  not  attending  a 
lecture  in  chemistry.  This  is  the  decision  of  the  faculty 
after  all  the  facts  have  been  taken  into  account.  About 
three  weeks  ago  a  hockey  match  was  held  on  the  college 
rink  at  the  same  time  as  a  second-year  chemistry  lecture, 
and  the  men  decided  that  it  would  be  much  nicer  to  view 
the  hockey  match  than  to  look  on  the  preparation  of  ga*es 
and  salts.  It  is  said  that  a  paper  was  circulated  in  the  class 
inviting  students  to  "  slope,"  but  this  has  never  been  proved. 
Nevertheless,  by  a  strange  coincidence  the  entire  class  at- 
tended the  match  that  morning,  and  no  one  was  present  at 
the  lecture.  The  following  day  a  notice  was  posted  to  the 
effect  that  no  more  chemistry  lectures  would  be  given  to  the 
second-year  students  until  a  full  explanation  had  been  given 
of  the  occurrence.  A  few  days  later  this  notice  was  replaced 
by  one  which  said  that  the  lectures  would  be  resumed,  but 
that  every  member  of  the  class  would  be  fined  $5.  The 
action  of  the  faculty  in  imposing  this  fine  is  regarded 
by  many  as  too  severe,  and  in  certain  quarters  their  right  to 
pursue  any  such  course  is  seriously  questioned,  and  the 
students  have  taken  legal  advice  as  to  whether  the  faculty 
has  the  right  to  enforce  the  fine.  A  meeting  will  be  held, 
when  further  steps  will  be  decided  on,  as  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  class  to  submit. 
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£rat>e*mark0  applies  jfor. 


Objections  to  tue  regiBtration  ot  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  B^q.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marts,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dateB  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  March  2,  1904.) 

"St.  Lukas";  for  photographic  preparations.  By  the  Bayer 
Company  (Limited),  Koeoigstrasse  27,  Elberfeld,  Germany. 
260,707. 

"  Germitas  "  ("  Germ  "  disclaimed) ;  for  disinfectants.  By  R.  S. 
Clare  &  Co.  (Limited),  8  Stanhope  Street,  Liverpool.  260,268. 

"  Migbil  "  ;  for  a  headache  and  neuralgia  cure.  By  D.  P.  Jones, 
181  Church  Road,  Hove,  Sussex,  chemist.  258,316. 

'  Phosphoids  "  (l:  Phospho  "  disclaimed) ;  for  tablets.  By 
Thomas  Powell  (Limited),  1  Albion  Place,  Blaekfriars,  S.E. 
259,193. 

"Ceodeuine";  for  medicated  articles.  By  T.  Sterne,  49  Rue 
de  la  Victoire,  Paris.  259,921. 

"  Plantol  "("  Plant  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  goods  in  Class  3.  By 
Lever  Brothers  (Limited),  Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire.  260,020. 

"  Histosan  "("  Histo  "  disclaimed) ;  for  goods  in  Class  3.  By 
H.  C.  Pehrlin,  38  Understadt  Schaffhausen,  Switzerland. 
260,261. 

"  Pekubal  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  J.  Geller,  16  Kaiser- Wilhelm- 
ring,  Cologne-on-Rhine,  Germany.  260,479. 

"  Lynchgate  "  ;  for  surgical  instruments  and  appliances.  By 
Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  15  Silver  Street,  Falcon  Square,  E.C. 
260,378. 

Picture  of  a  house  and  words  "  Where  is  the  baboon  '?  "  "  In- 
side, taking  all  the  grease  off !"  ;  for  a  grease-remover.  By 
the  Honourable  William  Frederick  Barton  Massey-Main- 
waring,  trading  as  the  Baboon  Grease-killer  Company, 
2  Church  Court,  Clement's  Lane,  E.C.  258,356, 

"  Kappon  "  ;  for  perfumery,  toilet-articles,  &c.  By  S.  L.  Koenig, 
45  Osborne  Road,  Southsea,  Hants.  257,850. 

"Coon";  for  goods  in  Class  48.  By  Lsver  Brothers  (Limited), 
Port  Sunlight.  259,746. 

"  Florigene  "  ;  for  preparations  for  allaying  and  for  absorbing 
dust.  By  G.  W.  Williams,  trading  as  the  Dust-Allayer 
Company,  165  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  258,240. 

"  Espy  " ;  for  furniture-polish.  By  J.  P.  Heath,  144  Eldon 
Street,  Sheffield.  258,735. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  March  9,  1904.) 

"  Crysofite  "  ;  for  a  photographic  developer.  By  the  Societe' 
Anonyme  des  Plaques  et  Papiers  photographiques  A.  Lumiere 
et  ses  fils,  21  Rue  St.  Victor,  Lyon  Monplaisir  (Rhone), 
France.  260,082. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  Sanderson's  emulsion  for 
dogs  and  pheasants.  By  Charles  Sanderson,  Castlemilk, 
Lockerbie,  N.B.  258,751. 

"  Inodo  "  ;  for  substances  in  Class  2  other  than  disinfectants. 
By  A.  W.  Higginbottom,  Simmondley,  Jesmond,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  and  A.  B.  Lennox,  30  Highbury,  West  Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.  259,297. 

"Borolyptol"  ("Boro"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals.  By 
F.  W.  R.  Eschmann,  583  Warburton  Avenue,  Yonkers, 
Westchester,  New  York,  U.S.A.  259,419. 

"  Semrad  " ;  for  horse  and  cattle  medicines.  By  T.  Foden  &  Co., 
Bridge  Mills,  Water  Street,  Manchester.  260,497. 

"  Braxo  "  ;  for  chemicals,  for  detergents,  and  for  perfumery. 
By  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  (Limited),  1  Balloon 
Street,  Manchester.    260,757,  260,758,  260,759. 

"  Pulooid  " ;  for  veterinary  tablets.  By  Willows,  Francis,  Butler 
&  Thompson,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.  260,818. 

Portrait  of  the  late  Jonas  Bottomley  and  the  word  "  Kurall  "  ; 
for  chemicals  and  for  confectionery.  By  J.  Bottomley  & 
Sons  (Limited),  Queen  Street,  Keighley,  Yorks.  260,025 
and  259,630. 

"  Edwill  "  ;  for  a  kidney  and  gout  medicine.  By  Edwards  & 
Co.,  599  Green  Lanes,  Harringay,  N.  260,002. 

"Dakos  "  ;  for  a  liniment.  By  Cooper  &  Shelmerdine,  36  Elleray 
Road,  Irlams-o'-th'-Height,  Salford.  260,107. 


Forked  lightning  device  and  the  word  "  Phyrcream  " ;  for  a 
liniment.  By  W.  E.  Hart,  jun.,  733  Abbeydale  Road, 
Sheffield.  259,402. 

"  Sterules  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  W.  Harrison  Martindale, 
10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.  260,408. 

"  Nomis  " ;  for  medicine.  By  Marie  Simon,  89  Park  Road, 
Regent's  Park,  N.W.  260,726. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  March  16,  1904.) 

Device ;  for  powdered  sodium  hypochlorite,  mineral  dyes,  and 
rust-preventers.  By  the  Chemische  Werke  Housa  Gesell- 
schaft  m.b.h.,  Am  Briiggeweg,  Henielingen,  near  Bremen, 
Germany.  254,744. 

"  Favella  "  ;  for  licoricj  as  a  medicine  and  as  a  sweetmeat.  By 
N.  G.  C.  D'Alife,  Rione  Amedeo,  Naples,  Italy.  260,402 
and  260,403. 

Picture-device  and  the  word  "  Llygadw  "  ;  for  medicines.  By 
A.  B.  Hall,  Southfields,  Sowerby,  Thirsk,  and  W.  Bovven, 
Solva  House,  Victoria  Avenue,  Ihirsk.  258,436. 

"Doricene  "("  Doric  "  disclaimed) ;  for  goods  in  Class  3.  By 
W.  E.  Robinson,  Derby  Buildings,  Ling  Row  West,  Notting- 
ham, manufacturing  chemist.  260,778. 

"  Variuji  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3,  and  for  food-substances. 
By  Henry  Solomon  Wellcome,  trading  as  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C.    260,858  and  260,859. 


IRecent  Mills, 


Blunt. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Henry  Blunt, 
chemist  and  druggist,  and  formerly  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  W.  H.  Blunt  &  Son,  wholesale  druggists,  70  Snow  Hill, 
Birmingham,  who  died  on  April  20,  1903,  has  been  proved 
at  the  Birmingham  District  Registry,  by  his  son  Mr.  Henry 
Rowland  Blunt,  70  Snow  Hill,  chemist  and  druggist,  son  of 
the  deceased,  and  Mr.  John  Bland,  of  The  Square,  Market 
Harborough,  Leicester,  estate  agent.  The  gross  value  of  the 
estate  is  3,162/.  14s.  2d.,  and  the  net  personalty  1.041Z.  18s.  lOd. 

HlNDLE. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Hindle,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Wirks worth,  Derbyshire,  who  died  on 
May  7,  1903,  has  been  proved  by  his  son  Mr.  Robert  George 
Hindle,  chemist,  and  Miss  Margaret  Emily  Hindle,  .'pinster, 
the  daughter.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  2,903/.  2s.  9d., 
and  the  net  personalty  2,788/.  6s.  Qd. 

Pollard. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Wilson 
Horner  Pollard,  of  Calder  View,  Brighouse,  chemist  and 
druggist,  who  died  on  January  21,  1904,  has  been  granted 
to  Mr.  George  Briggs,  of  Woodhouse  Lane,  Leeds,  chemist 
and  druggist,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Pollard,  of  14  Tingle  Street, 
Selby,  draper.  The  gross  value  of  the  estate  is  18  228/.  17s.  2d., 
and  the  net  value  of  the  personal  estate  18,198/.  16  s. 

Sadler. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Sadler, 
pharmaceutical  chemist  (for  many  years  in  business  at 
Norton  Folgate),  who  died  on  July  27,  1903,  at  275  Evering 
Road,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E.,  has  been  proved  at  Probate 
Registry,  by  Mr.  William  Sadler,  son,  Miss  Jessie  Sadler, 
spinster,  the  daughter,  and  Joseph  Sadler,  2  Claremont  Road, 
Forest  Gate,  gentlemen,  the  brother,  the  executors.  The 
gross  value  of  the  estate  is  18,140/.  16s.  Id.,  and  the  net 
personalty  13,628/.  8s.  lid. 

STOCKER. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Stocker,  of 
East  tiouthernhay,  Exeter,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died 
on  August  15,  1903,  has  been  proved  at  the  Exeter  District 
Registry  by  his  widow,  the  sole  executor.  The  gross  amount 
of  the  estate  is  valued  at  2,294/.  14s.  3d. 

Turner. — The  late  Mr.  Edward  Turner,  of  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  whose  death  we  recorded  recently,  has  left 
an  estate  amounting  to  about  50,000/.  By  his  will  the  fol- 
lowing munificent  bequests  are  made  :  Newcastle  Endowed 
School  Governors,  2,000/.  ;  St.  Giles's  Church.  Newcastle, 
1,000/. ;  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary,  500/. ;  Cottage  Hos- 
pital, Longton,  300/. ;  Wedgwood  Institute,  Burslem,  200/. 
The  gift  of  2,000/.  to  the  Governors  of  the  Newcastle 
Endowed  Schools  is  to  provide  scholarships  in  chemistry  at 
the  High  School,  and  the  gift  of  1,000/.  to  St.  Giles's  Ch-arch 
is  to  be  held  in  trust  and  the  interest  distributed  among  the 
pjor  of  the  parish  at  Christmas  time. 
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Colonial  ano  fforeion  Iftews. 


German  Spirit  in  1903. — A  poor  potato-crop  in  1902 
caused  a  considerable  curtailment  of  the  alcohol-production 
in  Germany  during  the  season  of  1902-3,  only  89,372.183 
gals,  being:  produced,  as  against  112  110  842  gasl.  in  1901-2 
and  107,229,799  gals,  in  1900-1. 

A  Travelling  Quack. — Pisi  Agostino  has  just  been 
before  the  Geneva  courts  for  illegal  practice  as  a  physician 
and  pharmaceutist.  At  the  trial  a  great  number  of  victims, 
afflicted  with  all  kinds  of  ailments,  gave  evidence.  Agos- 
tino had  to  pay  a  fine  of  40Z.  He  had  already  been  expelled 
from  France  for  similar  practices. 

Sicilian  Sumach.— A  despatch  has  been  received  at  the 
Foreign  Office  from  H.M.  Consul  at  Palermo,  reporting  that 
the  combination  which  was  formed  locally  in  order  to 
regulate  the  price  of  sumach  in  the  interests  of  the  local 
trade  has  now  ceased  to  exist.  A  British  firm  of  chemists  at 
Messina  have  started  what  may  be  an  important  industry  for 
the  buyers  of  sumach — the  manufacture  of  sumach  extract. 

Radium  in  Austria.— At  the  request  of  the  Academy  of 
Science,  the  Austrian  Minister  of  Agriculture,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  solution  of  certain  important  questions  relating 
to  the  nature  of  radium,  ordered  that  from  January  1  last 
until  further  notice  no  trading  should  be  permitted  in  the 
residues  from  the  manufacture  of  uranium  colours  at 
Joachimsthal,  and  that  10,000  kilos,  of  those  residues 
should  be  reserved  for  purchase  by  the  Academy,  and 
another  10,000  kilos,  for  M.  Curie,  the  discoverer  of  radium, 
in  Paris.  These  consignments  are  to  be  devoted  entirely  to 
the  purpose  of  scientific  experiment. 

Prescribing  in  Russia.— In  the  Kishineff  Circuit  Couit 
recently,  Mr.  Silberstein,  the  manager  of  a  pharmacy 
was  tried  on  a  charge  of  illegally  "advising"  and  of 
delivering  poisonous  material  without  a  doctor's  prescription, 
in  consequence  of  which  a  man  died.  It  was  shown  in 
court  that  the  poison  sold  was  biniodide  of  mercury,  and  the 
deceased  (as  his  sister  testified)  took  too  large  a  dose,  but 
the  medicine  was  given  according  to  a  recipe  of  which  a 
copy  had  been  taken.  On  this  the  Court  sentenced  Mr. 
Silberstein  to  pay  a  fine  for  illegal  delivery  of  poison,  but 
acquitted  him  of  giving  illegal  medical  advice. 

Jamaica  Vanilla.— Mr.  W.  Fawcett,  the  director  of 
Hope  Botanical  Gardens,  Kingston,  Jamaica,  in  his  annual 
report  for  1903  states,  on  the  authority  of  a  Seychelles 
planter,  that  the  prospects  of  the  development  of  a  vanilla- 
industry  in  Jamaica  are  distinctly  promising,  as  it 
would  appear  to  lend  itself  admirably  to  a  central- 
factory  system  of  procedure.  The  vanilla  at  Hope  Gardens 
has  made  excellent  growth  and  has  flowered  profusely  this 
year,  but  no  flowers  have  been  fertilised,  as  it  is  desirable 
that  a  large  number  of  cuttings  should  be  developed  with  a 
view  to  extending  the  plantation. 

Saccharin  in  Spain.— According  to  the  new  regulations 
the  importation  of  saccharin  and  similar  products  is  to  be 
effected  only  through  the  Custom-houses  of  Iran,  Port 
Bou,  Barcelona,  Seville,  Bilbao,  and  Grao  de  Valencia,  and 
only  in  the  name  and  for  account  of  certificated  apothecaries. 
Until  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  fixed  the  quantity  of 
saccharin,  &c,  which  is  to  be  considered  as  the  maximum 
necessary  for  the  pharmaceutical  purposes  of  each  importer, 
the  amount  of  each  consignment  is  not  to  exceed  2  kilos. 
Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  new  regulations  will  be 
found  in  our  issues  of  January  30,  page  149,  and  February  27, 
page  339. 

Dispensers  in  the  Rome  Hospitals.— The  "  Bollettine 
Chimico  Farmaceutico"  refers  to  the  promises  made  by  the 
Government  last  year  to  better  the  treatment  of  the  dis- 
pensers in  the  hospitals  in  the  Italian  capital,  and  states 
that  nine  months  after  this  promise,  although  the  doctors, 
employes,  attendants,  &c,  have  had  the  advances  promised, 
the  dispensers  have  actually  had  deducted  from  their  wages 
the  percentage  awarded  them  by  the  Congregation  of 
Charity.  Assistant  dispensers  get  91  lire  (about  31.  13s.) 
per  month,  whilst  the  chief  dispenser  of  a  hospital  gets  a 
miserable  135  lire  (about  51.  8s.)  per  month.  The  allocation 
or  tne  superior  positions  is  likewise  called  in  question  as 


Scientific  progress. 


Action  of  Bromine-water  on  Alkaloids. — Siemaseu 
describes  in  the  "  Pharm.  Zeitung,"  vol.  49,  92,  the  reactions  of 
a  number  of  alkaloids  with  bromine-water  saturated  at  20°  C. 
Atropine  sulphate  gives  a  yellowish  precipitate  which  disappears 
on  standing.  Apomorphine  furnishes  a  dirty-yellow  colouration, 
brucine  a  rose- coloured  liquid,  and  cocaine  a  voluminous,  pale- 
yellow  precipitate.  With  strychnine  nitrate;  a  chocolate- brown 
precipitate  is  obtained. 

Hew  Remedies. — Methyl-aspirin  (methyl-acetosalicylate) 
is  introduced  as  an  improvement  on  the  parent  substance.  It 
forms  white  crystals  melting  at  48°.  A  new  method  of  ad- 
ministering phosphorus  is  suggested  in  the  new  compound  called 
phytin.  It  is  a  double  salt  of  lime  and  magnesia,  with 
anhydroxymethylene-diphosphoric  acid.  It  contains  26  per  cent, 
of  phosphorus.  Thymol  trichloracetate,  melting  at  44-°,  is 
offered  as  a  new  antiseptic. 

Smoke  of  Stramonium  Cigarettes. — Hirn  describes  in 
the  "  Zeit.  Osterr.  Apoth.  Verein,"  vol.  41,  1454,  some  attempts  he 
has  made  to  determine  the  principal  constituents  of  the  smoke 
produced  by  burning  stramonium  cigarettes.  The  smoke  was 
passed  through  10-per-cent.  sulphuric  acid  to  absorb  bases,  a 
solution  of  zinc  and  ammonium  chlorides  to  remove  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  and  10-per-cent.  caustic  soda  to  collect  acids.  He  finds 
that  the  smoke  contains  from  0'0047  to  0-0065  per  cent,  of 
atropine,  0'02  to  0-047  per  cent,  prussic  acid,  and  0-015  to  0-021 
per  cent,  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  He  remarks  incidentally  that 
the  physiological  method  of  estimating  atropine  is  untrustworthy. 

Reactions  for  Acetanilide  and  Phenacetin.— Barral 
("  Jour,  de  Phar,  et  de  Chim.,"  1904,  237)  gives  the  following  new 
reactions  for  acetanilide  and  phenacetin.  With  phospho-molybdate 
of  ammonia  acetanilide  gives  a  bright  yellow  precipitate  soluble 
on  warming.  With  phenacetin,  a  similar  precipitate  is  obtained, 
but  it  is  not  soluble  on  heating.  With  Mandelin's  reagent 
acetanilide  gives  a  red  colour,  rapidly  turning  to  a  brownish-green. 
With  phenacetin  the  colour  is  olive-green  at  first,  and  red-brown 
afterwards.  Persulphate  of  sodium  gives  a  yellow  to  orange 
colour  with  phenacetin.  Bromine-water  colours  phenacetin 
crystals  a  rose-red  colour.  Millon's  reagent  gives  with  phenacetin 
a  yellow  colour,  disengaging  nitrous  ether  at  the  same  time. 

Elaboration  of  Terpenes.  —  Charabot  and  Hebert 
("  Comptes  Rendus,"  1903)  have  published  a  paper  dealing  with 
the  elaboration  of  terpenic  compounds  in  the  organs  of  plants 
containing  chlorophyll.  The  conclusions  to  which  they  come  are 
as  follows  :  (1)  The  suppression  of  the  inflorescences  causes  an 
accumulation  of  terpenic  compounds  in  the  chlorophyllic  organs; 
(2)  that  these  organs  furnish  the  terpenic  compounds  to  the 
inflorescences,  and  therefore  that  the  action  of  daylight  is  essen- 
tial to  the  formation  of  these  bodies.  By  a  systematic  suppression 
of  the  flowers,  an  increase  of  the  stem  is  obtained,  and  a  corre- 
sponding increase  of  the  amount  of  the  essential  oil.  No  sugges- 
tion is  made  that  the  essential  oil  is  elaborated  completely  apart 
from  the  flower,  as  it  is  certain  that  changes  go  on  in  the  flower 
and  in  the  fruit  during  maturing  which  very  largely  modify  the 
ultimate  properties  of  the  oil  in  respect  to  its  ester  and  alcohol 
values,  &c. 

Adulterated  Geranium  Oil.— In  the  current  issue  of  the 
"  U.S.A.  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,"  Mr.  Lrman 
Kebler  devotes  a  monograph  to  the  adulteration  of  geranium  oil 
The  opening  remarks  of  this  article  are  interesting.  He  says  : 
"  In  spite  of  the  great  advance  made  in  the  chemistry  of  essential 
oils  ...  it  is  yet  a  fertile  field  for  the  adulterator.  Many  kinds 
of  manipulators  are  to  be  found,  from  the  tyro  who  endeavours  to 
palm  off  oil  of  French  turpentine  for  oil  of  rue  ...  to  the  chemist 
who  ia  an  abettor  to  the  use  of  acetin  and  glycerin  in  volatile  oils 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  apparent  content  of  ester  and 
alcohol  respectively."  He  gives  the  following  standards  for  pure 
rose-geranium  oil,  as  he  somewhat  inappropriately  calls  it :  Sp 
gr.  0-8878  to  0-9073,  optical  rotation  -6°  to  -16°,  esters  as 
geranyl  tiglate  8  to  42  per  cent.  All  varieties  to  be  soluble  in  two 
to  three  volumes  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol,  except  the  Spanish,  which 
is  slightly  turbid.  It  is  unfortunate  that  at  the  outset  the 
details  of  this  paper  are  quite  out  of  agreement  with  admittedly 
correct  results.  The  criterion  of  a  pure  geranium  oil  is,  to  a 
certain  extent  its  content  of  esters,  and  a  pure  oil  never  contains 
less  than  20  per  cent,  of  geranyl  tiglate,  and  seldom  less  than 
25  per  cent.  Any  oil  with  8  per  cent,  or  anything  like  it  is  clearh 
not  pure,  and  probably  contains  the  so-called  Turkish  oil.  A 
paper  of  Jeancard  is  quoted  and  a  number  of  results  given  where 
the  saponification- figures  54'6  are  made  to  represent  9'8  per  cent, 
of  esters,  whereas  they  in  fact  are  equal  to  19  per  cent.,  and  so  on 
A  large  number  of  samples  examined  by  Kebler  himself  are  also 
quoted  and  show  that  a  very  large  amount  of  adulteration  can  and 
does  exist. 


